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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HUS, the long-wiſhed for His roa v 

of the Four Lasr Years of the 
QUEEN's Reign is at length brought to 
Light, in Spight of all Attempts to ſuppreſs 
it! 

As this Publication is not made under the 
Sanction of the Name or Names, which 
the Author and the World had a Right 
to expect; it is fit ſome Account of the 
Work's appearing in this Manner ſhould 
be here given. | 

Loxc before the Dz an's apparent De- 
cline, ſome of his intimate Friends, with 
Concern, foreſaw the impending Fate of 
his Fortune and his Works. To this, it is 
owing, that theſe Sheets, which the World 
now defpaired of ever ſeeing, are reſcued 
from Obſcurity, perhaps from Deſtruction. 

For this, the Public is indebted to a Gen- 


tleman, now in Ireland, of the greateſt Pro- 
bity and Worth, with whom the Dean long 


lived in perfect Intimacy. To this Gentle- 
man's Hands the Dr an intruſted a Copy 
of his Hiſtory, - defiring him to perule 

2 and 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
and give his Judgment of it, with the laſt 
Corrections and Amendments the Author 
had given it, in his own Hand. 

His Friend read, admired, and approved. 
And from a Dread of fo valuable and io 


—_— a Work's being by any Accident 


Joſt or effaced, as was probable by it's not 
being intended to be publiſhed in the Au- 
thor's Life Time; he reſolved to keep this 


* 


Copy, till the Author ſhould preſs him for 


it; but with a determined Purpoſe, it 
ſhould never fee the Light, while there 
was any Hopes of the Author's own Copy 
being publiſhed, or even preſerved. 
Tris Reſolution, he inviolably kept, till 
he and the World had full Aſſurance, that 
the Dez an's Executors, or thoſe into whoſe 
Hands, the original Copy fell, were fo far 
from intending to publiſh it, that it was 
actually ſuppreſſed, perhaps deftroyed. 
THex, he thought himſelf not only at 
Liberty, but judged it his Duty, to his de- 


parted Friend, and to the Public, to let this 


Copy, which he had now kept many Years 
molt ſecretly, ſee the Light. 

Tuus, it has at length fallen into the 
Hands of a Perſon, who publiſhes it for the 


Satisfaction of the Public, abſtracted from 


all private Regards; which are never to be 


permitted to come in Competition with the 


common Good. 
Ev ERV judicious Eye will fee, that the 
Author of theſe Sheets wrote with ftrong 


Paſſions, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. v 
Paſſions, but with ſtronger Prepoſſeſſions 
and Prejudices in Favour of a Party. Theſe, 
it may be imagined, the Editor, in ſome 
meaſure, may have adopted, and publiſhed 
this Work as a Kind of Support to that 
Party, or ſome ſurviving Remnant thereof. 

Ir is but juſt to undeceive the Reader, 
and inform him from what Kind of Hand he 
has received this Work. A Man may re- 
gard a good Piece of Painting, while he 
deſpiſes the Subject: if the Subject be e- 
ver ſo deſpicable, the maſterly Strokes of the 
Painter may demand our Admiration ; while 
he, in other Reſpects, is intitled to no Por- 
tion of our Regard. | 

Ix Poetry, we carry our Admiration ſtill 
farther, and like the Poet, while we actu- 
ally contemn the Man. Hiſtorians ſhare 
the like Fate: hence ſome, who have no 
Regard to Propriety or Truth, are yet ad- 
— for Diction, Stile, Manner, and the 
ike. 

Tre Editor conſiders this Work in a- 
nother Light: He long knew the Author, 
and was no Stranger to his Politics, Con- 
nexions, Tendencies, Paſſions, and the 
whole Oeconomy of his Life. He has long 
been hardily ſingular in condemning this 
great Man's Conduct, amidſt the admiring 


Multitude; nor ever could have thought of 


making an Intereſt in a Man, whoſe Prin- 
ciples and Manners, he conld, by no Rule 
of Reaſon and Honour, approve. however 

3 he 
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he might have admired his Parts and Wit. 
SUCH was judged the Diſpoſition of the 
Man, whoſe Hiſtory of the moſt intereſt- 
ing Period of Time in the Annals of Britain, 
are now, herein, offered to the Reader. He 
may well aſk from what Motives? The 
Anſwer is eaſily, fimply given: 
Tut Cauſes aſſigned for delaying the 
Publication of this Hiſtory were principally 
theſe : that the Manuſcript fell into the 
Hands of Men, who, whatever they might 
have been by the generality deemed, were 
by the Dean believed to be of his Party; 
though they did not, after his Death, judge 


CO 


it prudent to avow his Principles, more than 
to deny them in his Life-time. Theſe Men, 


having got their Beavers, Tobacco-boxes, 
and other trifling remembrances of former 
Friendſhip, by the De an's Will, did not 
chooſe publicly to avow Principles, that had 
maried their Friend's Promotion, and might 
probably put a Stop to theirs : therefore, 
they gave the inquiſitive World to under- 


ſtand, that there was ſomething too ſtrong | 
againſt many great Men, as well as the 


ſucceeding Syſtem of public Affairs in ge- 


neral, in the Dx Ax 's Hiſtory, of the four 


laſt Years of the Queen's Reign, to admit 


of a Publication, in our Times: and, with 


this r Inſinuatien, excuſed themſelves, . 
and fatisfied the weakly Well-affected, in 


ſuppreſſing the Manifeſtation of CE 
ru 
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Truths, of however great Importance to 
Society. 

Tuis Manuſcript has now fallen into the 
Hands of a Man, who never could aſſo- 
ciate with, or even approve any of the 
Parties or Factions, that have differently 

diſtracted, it might be ſaid diſgraced theſe 
Kingdoms; becauſe, he has as yet known 
none, whoſe Motives or Rules of Action 
were Truth and the public Good alone; 
of one, who judges, that perjured Magi 
trates of all Denominations, and their moſt 
exalted Minions, may be expoſed, 1 ng 
or cut off, by the fundamental Laws © 
his Country; and who, upon theſe Princi- 
ples, from his Heart, approves, and glo- 
ries in, the Virtues of his Predeceftors, 
who revived the true S;irit of the Britiſh 
Polity, in laying aſide a prieſt-ridden, an 
hen-pecked, tyrannical Tool, who had o- 
verturned the political conſtitution of his 
+ Country, and in re- inſtituting the diſſolved 
f Body Politic, by a Revolution, ſupported by 
the Laws of Nature and the Realm, as 
the only Means of preſerving the natural 
>- and legal, the civil and religious Liberties 
ir of the Members of the Commonwealth. 
it i Taurn, in this Man's Eſtimation, can 


—_ FW OC SP. WY | BY We OW 


ww 


WH oe iv 


me 


AW | vw 


h hurt no good Cauſe. And Falſehood and 

s, Fraud, in Religion and Politics, are ever 

n to be detected, to be exploded. 

2 Ixsix uA T10Nns, that this Hiſtory contained 

s, ſomething injurious to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
; ment, 


vu ADVERTISEMENT. 
ment, and therefore neceil; 


en or inſidious Mal-contents, than the real 
Publication can. And, if any thing were 
by this or any other N to be ſhewn 
ellentially erroneous in our Politics ; who, 


that calls himſelf a Briton, can be deemed ' 


ſuch an impious Slave, as to conceal the 


deſtructive Evil? The Editor of this Work + 


diſdains and abhors the ſervile Thought; 
and wiſhes to live no longer, than he dare to 


think, ſpeak, write, and, in all things, to 


act worthy of a Briton. 


From this Regard to Truth and to his 
_— the Editor of this Hiſtory was 
glad o 


an Opportunity of reſcuing ſuch a 
Writing from thoſe who meant to ſuppreſs 
it: the common Cauſe, in his Eſtimation, 
required and demanded it ſhould be done; 


and the ſooner it is publiſhed, he judged, | 


the better : for, if the Conduct of the 
Queen and her Miniſters does not deſerve 
the obloquy that has been long induftriouſly 
caſt upon it; what is more juſt than to 
vindicate it? What more reaſonable, than 
that this ſhould be done, while living Wit- 
neſſes may yet be called to prove or diſ- 
prove the ſeveral Allegations and Aſſer- 
tions; ſince, in a few Years more, ſuch Wit- 
neſſes may be as much wanting, as to pre- 
vent a Canoniſation, which is therefore 


prudently procraſtinated for above an Age? 
Let us then coolly hear what is to be ſaid on 
| this 


to be ſup- 
preſſed, ſerve better the Purpoſes of miſtak- | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. iz 
this Side the Queſtion, and judge hke 
Britons. 

Tre Editor would not be thought to 


juſtify the Author of this Hiſtory, in all 


Points, or even to attempt to acquit him 
of unbecoming Prejudices and Partiality : 
Without being deeply verſed in Hiſtory 
or Politics; he can fee his Author, in many 
Inſtances, blinded with Paſſions, that diſ- 
the Hiſtorian, and blending with 
Phraſes, worthy of a Cæſar or a Cicero, 
Expreſſions not to be juſtified by Truth, 
Reaſon or common Senſe ; yet think him 


a moſt powerful Orator, and a great Hiſto- 


rian. 
No unprejudiced Perſon will blame the 


Dax, for doing all that is conſiſtent with 


Truth and Decency to vindicate the Go- 


| vernment of the Quzxex, and to exculpate 


the Conduct of her Mmiſters and her laſt 
General; all good Men would rejoice at . 
fuch a Vindication. But, if he meant no 
more than this, his Work would ill deſerve 
the Title of an Hiſtory. That he generally 
tells Truths, and founds his moſt materia} 
Aſſertions upon Facts, will, I think, be 
found very evident. But there is room to 

ſuſpect, that while he tells no more than 
the Truth, he does not tell the whole 
Truth. However, he makes it very clear 


that the Queen's Allies, eſpecially our wor- 
thy Friends the Dutch, were much to blame 
for the now generally condemned Conduct 


of 


x ADVERTISEMENT. 


of the Queen, with regard to the Proſe- 


cution of the War and the bringing a- 
bout the Peace. LO 
The Author's Drawings of Characters 


are confefledly partial: for he tells us o- 


penly, p. 9. he means not to give Cha- 
racters intire, but ſuch Parts of each 


Man's particular Paſſions, acquirements and 
Habits, as he was moſt likely to transfer into 
his political Schemes. What Writing, what 


Sentence, what Character can ſtand this | 


Torture ? What extreme Perverſion 
may not, let me ſay, does not this pro- 
duce? — Yet thus does he chooſe to 


treat all Men that were not Favorers of 


the late} Meaſures of the Queen, when 


the beſt that has been ſaid for her, ſhews 
no more than that ſhe was blindfolded and 


beld in leading-ſtrings by her Miniſters. 

He does not ſpare a Man, confeſſed by 
all the World to have diſcharged the Duties 
of his Function like a Soldier, hike an Hero. 
But charges Prince Eucene with railing 
and keeping up a moſt horrible Mob, with 
Intent to aſſaſſinate Harley. For all which 
odious Charges, he offers not one indivi- 
dual Point of Proof. 

He is not content with laying open a- 
gain the manv Faults already publicly prov- 
ed upon the late Duke of Marlborough, but 
inſinuates a new Crime, by ſeeming to at- 


tempt to acquit him of aſpiring at the 


Throne. But this is done in a Manner pe- 
cular to this Author. Ox 
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On the other Hand, he extols the Mini- 
ſters and Minions of the Queen in the 
higheſt Terms; and while he robs their 
Antagoniſts of every good Quality, generally 
gives thoſe Wiſdom and every Virtue that 
can adorn human Nature. 


Hr is not aſhamed to attempt to juſtify, 


what all thinking good Men muſt condemn, 
the Queen's making twelve Peers at once, 
cular Turn. b 

ALL theſe may be aſcribed to the Strength 
of his Paſſions, and to the Prejudices, early 


imbibed, in Favor of his indulgent royal 


Miſtreſs and her Favorites and Servants. 


The judicious will look through the ele- 


gant Cloathing, and diſpaſſionately conſider 


theſe as mere human Errors, to which no 
well - informed Mind can aſſent. The E- 


ditor thinks himſelf bound to proteſt againſt 
them. 

He makes a few Lapſes on the other Side, 
without being as clear as an impartial Hiſ- 
torian would chooſe to appear. He more 
than hints at the Queen's Diſpleaſure at 
it's being moved in parliament, that the 
Prince ELEcTor ſhould be invited to re- 
fide in England, to whoſe Crown he was 
by Law declared Preſumptive Heir. But 
s always open upon the Queen's inſiſting 
on the Pretender's being ſent out of France. 
It is eaſy to ſee how incompatible theſe 
Things appear : Nothing could tend more 
to ſecure the Hanover Succeſſion, and to 

inlarge 
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inlarge it's Benefits to Britain, than the 
over the Succeſſor, who ſhould, in 


every try, be well inſtructed in the 
Cuſtoms, Religion 
and Laws of his future Subjects, before he 
comes to hold the Reins of Government. 
And, our Author does not take the 


Proper 
Care to inform us how far the French 


thought fit to comply with baniſhing the 
Pretender their Dominions; ſince many ſtill 
kre in doubt, that if he was fent out of 
France, he was ſent into England. 
n 3 

too perverſe, too groſsly abuſed, to ad- 
mit of any A X Film. It 
is not to be ſu ed, that he was ignorant 
of any Word in the Enghſb Language. 
And leaſt of all can he be ſuppoſed igno- 


rant of the Meaning of a Word, which had 


it been ever fo doubtful betore, had a cer- 
tain Meaning impreſſed upon it by the Au- 
thority of Parliament, of oh which no ſenfible 
Subject can be ignorant. 

Notwidhandog this, where our Author 
f of the late | King 

e abdicated King, and gives the ſame E- 
pithet even to his Family. Though this 
weak, ill- adviſed, and ill-fated Prince, in 
every Senſe of the Word, with Romans and 
Brughſh, and to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
abdicated; yet can he, in no Senſe be cal- 
led abdicated unleſs the People's aſſerting | 


their Rights, and defending themſelves a- | 


ion of our Au- 


> — 


James, he calls him 


| 
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ADVERTISEMENT. xiii 


gainſt a King, who broke his Compact 
with his Subjects, and overturned their 
Government, can be called Abdication in 
them; which no Man in his Senſes can be 
hardy enough to ſupport upon any Principle 
of Reaſon or tlie Laws of England. Let the 
Reader judge which this is moſt likely to 
be, Error or Deſign. 

Theſe Exceptions, the Editor thought 
himſelf bound to make to ſome Parts of 
this Work, to keep clear of the diſagree- 
able Imputations of being of a Party, of 
whatſoever Denomination, in Oppoſition to 
Truth and the Rights and Liberties of the 
Subject. 

Theſe laid aſide, the Work will be found 
to have many Beauties, many Excellencies. 
Some have of late affected to depreciate 
this Hiſtory, fram an Inſinuation, made on- 
ly ſince the Author's Death; to wit, that 
he was never admitted into the Secrets of 
the Adminiſtration, but made to believe he 
was a Confident, only to engage him in the 
Lift of the miniſterial Writers of that Reign. 

The Falſchood of this will readily ap- 
pear upon peruſal of the Work. This 
ſhews he knew the moſt ſecret Springs of 
every Movement in the whole complicated 
Machine. That he ſtates Facts, too well 


* known to be conteſted, in elegant Simpli- 
city, and reaſons upon them with the Ta- 
' tents of the greateſt Hiſtorian. And thus 


makes an Hiſtory, compoled rather of Ne- 
gociations 
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gotiations than Actions, moſt entertaining, 
affecting and intereſting, inſtead of being, 
as might be expected, heavy, dull and dil- 
agreeable. 


It is now fit to apologiſe for ſome Errors, 


which the judicious muſt diſcover upon a 


Peruſal of this Work. It is for this, among 
other Reaſons much to be lamented, that 
this Hiſtory was not publiſhed under the 


Author's own Inſpection. It is next to im- 
poſſible to copy or print any Work with- 


out Faults, and moſt fo, where the Au- 
thor's Eye is wanting. 


It is not to be imagined, that even our 


Author, however accurate, however great, 


was yet ſtrictly and perfectly correct in his 


Writings. Yet, where ſome ſeeming In- 


accuracies in Stile or Expreſhon have been 


diſcovered ; the Deference due to the Au- 


thor made any Alteration too preſumptu- 
ous a Taſk for the Editor. Theſe are 
therefore left to the amending Hand of 
every ſenſible and polite Reader. 
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OF THE 
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BOOK 1 


Propoſe to give the Publick an Account 

of the moſt important Affairs at Home, 

during the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
as well as of our Negociations of Peace 
Abroad, not only during that Period, but 
ſome Time before and ſince. I ſhall relate 
the chief Matters tranſacted by both Houſes 
in that Seſſion, and diſcover the Deſigns 
carried on by the Heads of a diſcontented 
Party, not only againſt the Miniſtry, but 
in ſome Manner againſt the Crown itſelf; 
I likewiſe ſhall ſtate the Debts of the Nati- 
on, ſhew by what Miſmanagement and to 
ſerve what Purpoſes they were at firſt con- 
tracted, by what Negligence or Corrupti- 
on they have fo prodigiouſly grown, and 


what 


[4] 

what Methods have fince been taken to 
provide not only for their Payment, but 
to prevent the like Miſchief for the Time 
to come. Although, in an Age like ours, 
can expect very few impartial Readers, 
yet I ſhall ſtrictly follow Truth, or what 
reaſonably appeared to me to be ſuch, af- 
ter the moſt impartial Inquines I could 
make, and the beſt Opportunities of _ 
informed by thoſe who were the principa 
Actors or Adviſers. CD 

NerTHeR ſhall I mingle Panegyrick or 
Satire with an Hiſtory intended to inform 
Poſterity, as well as to inſtruct thoſe of 
the preſent Age, who may be ignorant or 
mifled ; ſince Facts, truly related, are the 
beſt Applauſes, or moſt laſting Reproaches. 

Discouxsxs upon Subjects relating to the 
Publick, uſually ſeem to be calculated for 
London only, and ſome few Miles about it; 
while the Authors ſuppoſe their Readers to 
be informed of ſeveral 2 
thoſe that live remote are, for the generality, 
utter Strangers. Moſt People who frequent 
this Town, acquire a Sort of ſmattering 
(ſuch as it is), which qualifies them for 


reading a Pamphlet, and finding out what 


is meant by Inuendoes or Hints at Facts or 
Perſons, initial Letters of Names, wherein 
Gentlemen at a Diſtance, although perhaps 
of much better Underſtandings, are wholly 
in the Dark: wherefore, that theſe Memoirs 


may be rendered more generally intelligible 


and 


articulars, to which 
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BB 
and uſeful, it will be convenient to give 
the Reader a ſhort View of the State and 
Diſpoſition of Affairs, when the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament began; and becauſe the Party- 
Leaders, who had loſt their Power and 
Places, were, upon that Juncture, em- 
ploying all their Engines in an Attempt 
to re-eſtabliſh themſelves, I ſhall venture 
one Step farther, and repreſent ſo much of 
their Characters, as may be ſuppoſed to 


| have influenced their Politics. 


O the ſeventh Day of December, 1711, 
began the ſecond Seſſion of Parliament. 
It was now above a Year ſince the Queen 
had thought fit to put the Great Otfices 
of State, and of her Houſhold, into other 
Hands However, three of the diſcon- 
tented Lords were ſtill in poſſeſſion of their 
Places; for the D — of M-— 1——þ con- 
tinued General, the D— of S— — 7 
Maſter of the Horſe, and the E-— of 


| Ch--Im—d—y, Treafurer of her Majeſty's 


Houſhold ; likewiſe great Numbers of the 
ſame Party ſtill kept Employments of Value 
and Importance, which had not been utual 
of late Years upon any Change of a Mi- 
niſtry. The Queen, who judged the Tem- 
per of her People by this Houſe of Com- 
mons, which a landed Intereſt had freely 
choſen, found them very deſirous of a ſe- 
cure and honourable Peace, and diſgoſed 
to leave the Management of it to her own 


| Wiſdom, and that of her Council. She had 


3 therefore 


Ba 
therefore, ſeveral Months before the Seſſion 
began, ſent to inform the States-General 


of ſome Overtures which had been made 


her by the Enemy, and during that Sum- | 


mer her Majeſty took ſeveral further Steps 
in this great Affair, until at length, after 
many Difficulties, a Congreſs ſor a general 
Treaty at Utrecht was agreed upon; the 
whole Proceedings of which previous Ne- 
gociations between our Court and that of 
France, I ſhall, in its proper Place very par- 
ticularly relate. 

Tux Nation was already upon a better 
Foot with reſpect to its Debts, for the Earl 
of Orford, Lord Treaſurer, had, in the 
preceding Seſſion, propoſed and effected 
Ways and Means in the Houſe of Com- 
mons (where he was then a Member) for 
providing a parliamentary Fund to clear 
the heavy Arrear of Ten Millions (whereof 
the greateſt Part lay upon the Navy) without 
any new burthen (at leaſt after a very few 
Years) to the Kingdom, and at the ſame 


time he took care to prevent further In- 


cumbrances upon that Article, by finding 
ready Money for Naval Proviſions, which 
hath ſaved the Public ſomewhat more than 
Cent per Cent in that mighty Branch of our 
Expences. 

Tur Clergy were altogether in the 
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Intereſts and the Meaſures of the preſent 


Miniſtry, which had appeared ſo boldly in 
their Defence, during a Proſecution againſt 
one 
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one of their Members, where the whole 
ſacred Order was underſtood to be con- 
cerned. The Zeal ſhewn for that moſt 
religious Bill to ſettle a Fund for building 
fifty new Churches in and about the City 
of London, was a freſh Obligation, and 
they were farther highly gratified by her 
Majeſty chuſing one of their Body to be 
a great Officer of State *. 

B y this time likewiſe all Diſputes about 
theſe Principles, which uſed originally to 
divide Whig and Tory, were wholly drop- 
ped ; and thoſe fantaſtical Words ought 
in Juſtice to have been fo too, provided 
we could have found out more convenient 
Names, whereby to diſtinguiſh Lovers of 
Peace, from Lovers of War, or thoſe who 
would leave her Majeſty ſome Degree of 
Freedom in the Choice of her Miniſters, 
from others who could not be ſatisfied with 
her chuſing any, except ſuch as ſhe was 
moſt averſe from. But where a Nation is 


once divided, Intereſt and Animoſity will 


keep open the Breach, without being ſup- 
ported by any other Principles; or at worſt, 
a Body of diſcontented People can change, 
and take up what Principles they pleaſe. 
As to the Diſpoſition of the oppoſite Party, 
we all remember, that the Removal of the 


laſt Miniſtry was brought about by ſeveral 


* Dr. R:binſin, Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, to 
be Lord Privy-Seal. " & 
| B 2 Degrees 
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Degrees, through which means it hap- 
pened, that they and their Friends were 
hardly recovered out of one Aſtoniſhment, 
before they fell into another ; this Scene 
laſted for ſome Months, and was followed 
by a Period of Rage and Deſpair natural 
to thoſe, who reflect that they have loft a 
ſecure Game by their own Raſhneſs, Folly, 
and want of common Management, when 
at the ſame time they knew by Experience, 
that a watchful and dexterous Adverſary 
lay ready to take the Advantage ; however, 
ſome time before the Seſſion, the Heads 
of that Party began to recollect themſelves, 
and rally their Forces, like an Enemy that 
hath been beaten out of the Field, but finds 
he is not purſued; for although the Chiefs 
of this Faction were thought to have but 
little Eſteem or Friendſhip for each other, 
yet they perfectly agreed in one general 
End of diſtreſſing, by all poſſible Methods, 


the new Adminiſtration, wherein if they 


could ſucceed ſo far as to put the Queen 
under any great Neceſſity, another Parlia- 


ment muſt be called, and perhaps the 


Power devolve again into their own Hands. 
Tus Iflue and Event of that grand 
Confederacy appearing in both Houſes, 
although under a different Form, upon the 
very firſt Day the Parliament met, I can- 
not better begin the Relation of Affairs, 
commencing from that Period, than by a 
thorough Detection of the whole Intrigue, 
8 carried 
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carried on with the greateſt Privacy and 
Application, which muſt be acknowledged 
to have, for ſeveral Days, diſconcerted fume 
of the Miniſtry, as well as diſpirited their” 
Friends, and the Conſequences whereof 
have in reality been fo very pernicious to 
the Kingdom. 

Bur becauſe the principal Leaders in this 
Deſign are the ſame Perſons, to whom ſince 
the Loſs of their Power, all the Oppolition 
has been owing, which the Court received 
either in Treaties abroad, or the Admini- 
ſtration at home, it may be not improper 
to deſcribe thoſe Qualities in each of them, 
which few of their Admirers will deny, 
and which appears chiefly to have influenced 
them in acting their ſeveral Parts upon the 
public Stage ; For I do not intend to draw 
their Characters intire, which would be 
tedious, and little to the Purpoſe, but ſhall 
only ſingle out thoſe Paſſions, Acquirements, 
and Habits, which the Owners were moſt 


| likelyto transfer into their political Schemes, 


and which were moſt ſubſervient to the 

Deſigns they ſeemed to have in View. 
Tux Lord S—m — rs may very de- 

ſervedly be reputed the Head and Oracle 


of that Party; he hath raiſed himſelf by 


the Concurrence of many Circumſtances, 
to the greateſt Employments of the State, 
without the leaſt Support from Birth or 
Fortune ; he hath conſtantly, and with great 
Steadinefs, cultivated thoſe Principles under 
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which he grew. That Accident which firſt 
produced him into the World, of pleading 
for the Biſhops whom King James had ſent 
to the Tower, might have proved a piece 
of Merit as honourable as it was fortu- 


nate ; but the old Republican Spirit, which - 


the Revolution had reſtored, began to teach 
other Leſſons; that ſince we had accepted 


a new King from a Calviniſtical Common- - 


wealth, we muſt likewiſe admit new Max- 
ins in Religion and Government : But 
fince the Nobility and Gentry would pro- 
bably adhere to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
and to the Rights of Monarchy, as delivered 
down from their Anceſtors, it was the 
Practice of theſe Politicians to introduce 
ſuch Men as were perfectly indifferent to 
any or no Religion, and who were not likely 
to inherit much Loyalty from thoſe to 
whom they owed their Birth. Of this Num- 
ber was the Perſon I am now deſcribing : 


I have hardly known any Man with Talents 
more proper to acquire and preſerve the 


Favour of a Prince ; never offending in 


Word or Geſture, which were in the higheſt 


Degree courteous and complaiſant, wherein 
he ſet an excellent Example to his Col- 
legues, which they did not think fit to 


follow: But this extreme Civility, which is 
univerſal and undiſtinguiſhed, and in pri- 


vate Converſation, where he obſerveth it 
as inviolably as if he were in the greateſt 
Aſſembly, is ſometimes cenſured as formal. 
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T wo Reaſons are aſſigned for this Be- 
haviour : Firſt, That from the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of his humble Original, he keepeth all 
Familiarity at the utmolt Diſtance, which 
otherwiſe might be apt to intrude : The 
ſecond, That being ſenſible how ſubje& he 
is to violent Paſſions, he avoideth all in- 
citements to them, by teaching thoſe he 
converſes with, from his own Example, to 
keep a great way within the Bounds of 
Decency and Reſpect. And it is indeed 
true, that no Man is more apt to take Fire 
upon the leaſt Appearance of Provocation, 
which Temper he ftrives to ſubdue with 
the utmoſt Violence upon himſelf; fo thas 
his Breaſt has been ſeen to heave, and his 
Eyes to ſparkle with Rage, in thoſe very 
Moments when his Words and the Cadence 
of his Voice were in the humbleſt and 
ſofteſt manner. Perhaps, that Force upon 
his Nature, may cauſe that inſatiable Love 
of Revenge, which his Detractors lay to his 
Charge, who, conſequently reckon Diſſimu- 
lation among his chief Perfections. Avarice 
he hath none, and his Ambition is gratified 
by being the unconteſted Head of his Party. 
With an excellent Underſtanding, adorned 
by all the polite Parts of Learning, he hath 
very little Taſte for Converſation, to which 
he prefers the Pleaſure of Reading and 
Thinking, and in the Intervals of his 
Time amuſeth himſelf with an illiterate 

B 4 Chaplain, 
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Chaplain, an humble Companion, or a 
favourite Servant. | 
Tusk are ſome few diſtinguiſhing 
Marks in the Character of that Perſon who 
now preſideth over the diſcontented Party, 
although he be not anſwerable for all their 
Miſtakes ; and if. bis Precepts had been 
more ſtrictly followed, perhaps their Power 
would not have been fo eaſily ſhaken. I 
have been aſſured, and heard him profeſs, 
that he was againſt engaging in that fooliſh 
Profecution of Dr. Sacheverall, as what he 
foreſaw was likely to end in their Ruin: 
That he blamed the rough Demeanour of 
ſome Perſons to the Queen, as a great Fai- 
jure in Prudence; and that when it ap- 
p-ared her Majeſty was firmly reſolved 
into a Treaty of Peace, he adviſed his 
Friends not to oppoſe it in its Progreſs, 
but find Fault with it after it was made, 
which would be a Copy of the like Uſage 
themſelves had met with after the Treaty 
of Ryſwick, and the ſafeſt, as well as the 
moſt probable way of diſgracing the Pro- 
moters and Adviſers. I have been the 
larger in repreſenting to the Reader ſome 
Idea of this extraordinary Genius, becauſe 
whatever Attempt hath hitherto been made 
with any Appearance of Conduct, or Pro- 
bability of Succeſs, to reſtore the Dominion 
of that Party, was infallibly contrived by 
him ; and I prophecy the fame for the 
future, 
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future, as long as his Age and Infirmities 
will leave him capable of Buſineſs. 


Tux D—e of M-— 1 b's Cha- 
racter hath been ſo variouſly drawn, and is 
indeed of ſo mixed a Nature in itſelf, that 
it is hard to pronounce on eitherSide, without 
the Suſpicion of Flattery or Detraction. I 
ſhall ſay nothing of his military Accompliſh- 
ments, which the oppoſite Reports of his 
Friends and Enemies among the Soldiers, 
have rendered problematical : But it he be 
among thoſe who delight in War, it is agreed 
to be not for the Reaſons common , with other 
Generals. Thoſe Maligners, who deny him 
perſonal Valour, ſeem not to conſider that 
this Accuſation is charged at a Venture, 
fince the Perſon of a wiſe General 1s too 
ſeldom expoſed, to form any Judgment in 
the Matter; and that Fear which is ſaid 
to have ſometimes diſconcerted him before 
an Action, might probably be more for his 
Army than for himſelf. He was bred in 
the height of what is called the Tory Prin- 
ciple, and continued with a ſtrong Byals that 
Way, till the other Party had bid higher for 
him than his Friends could afford to give. 
HisWant of Literature is in ſome fort ſupplied 
by a good Underftanding, a Degree of na- 
tural Elocution, and that Knowledge of the 
World, which is learned in Armies and 
Courts. We are not to take the Height of 
his Ambition from his ſolliciting to be Ge- 
neral for Life, I am perſuaded his chief 
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Motive was the Pay and Perquiſites by con- 
tinuing the War, and that he had then no 
Intention of ſettling the Crown in his Family, 
his only Son having been dead ſome Tears 
before: He is noted to be Maſter of great 
Temper, able to govern or very well diſ- 
guiſe his Paſſions, which are all melted down + 
or extinguiſhed in his Love of Wealth. That 
Liberality which Nature has denied him, 
with reſpect of Money, he makes up by a 

eat Profuſion of Promiſes ; but this Per- 

ection ſo neceſſary in Courts, is not very 
ſucceſsful in Camps among Soldiers, who 
are not refined enough to underſtand or to 
reliſh it. 

His Wife, the D s, may juſtly 
challenge her Place in this Liſt ; it is to her 
the D ee is chiefly indebted for his Great- 
nels and his Fall. For above Twenty Tears 
ſhe poſſeſſed, without a Rival, the Favours 
of the moſt indulgent Miſtreſs in the World ; 
nor ever miſſed one ſingle Opportunity that 
fell in her Way, of improving it to her own 
Advantage: She hath preſerved a tolerable 
Court Reputation, with Reſpect of Love and 
Gallantry ; but three Furies reigned in her 
Breaſt, the moſt mortal Enemies of all ſofter 
Paſſions, which were fordid Avarice, diſ- 
dainful Pride, and ungovernable Rage. By 
the laſt of theſe often breaking out in Sallies 
of the moſt unpardonable Sort, the had long 
alienated her Sovereign's Mind before it ap- 
peared to the World. This«Lady is not 

| without 
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without forne Degree of Wit, and hath, in 

her Time, affected the Character of it by 
the uſual Method of arguing againſt Reli- 

gion, and proving the Doctrine of Chriſti- 

anity to be impoſſible and abſurd ; imagine 

what ſuch a Spirit, irritated by the Lots of 
Power, Favour and Employment, is capable 

of acting or attempting, and then I have ſaid 
enough. 

THe next in order to be mentioned, is 
the Earl of G-—/p—-n. It is faid he was 
originally intended for a Trade, before his 
Friends preferred him to be a Page at Court, 
which ſome very unjuſtly have objected as 
a Reproach. He hath riſen gradually in four 
Reigns, and was more conſtant to his ſe- 
cond Maſter King James, than ſome others 
who had received much greater Obligations; 
for he attended the abdicated King to the 
Sea · ſide, and kept conſtant Correſpondence: 
with him, till the Day of his Death. He 
always profeſſed a Sort of a Paſſion for the 
Queen at St. Ger mains, and his Letters were 
to her in a Stile of what the French call 
Double-Entendre, in a Mixture of Love and 
Reſpect; he uſed frequently to ſend her 
from hence, little — 2 of thoſe Things 


which are agreeable to Ladies, for which he 


always asked King William's Leave, as if 
without her Privity ; becauſe if ſhe had 
known that Circumſtance , it was to be 


ſuppoſed ſhe would not accept them. Phy- 


ſiognomiſts would har dly diſcover, by con- 
N ſulting 
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ſulting the Afpe& of this Lord, that his 

edominant Paſſions were Love and Play. 
hat he could ſometimes ſcratch out a Song 
in Praiſe of his Miſtreſs with a Pencil and a 
Card, or that he hath Tears at Command, 
like a Woman, to be uſed either in an In- 
trigue of Gallantry or Politics. His Alliance 
with the M Family, and his Paſſion 
for the D ſs, were the Cords which 
dragged him into a Party whoſe Principles 


he naturally diſliked, and whoſe Leaders he 


perſonally hated as they did him; he be- 
came a thorough Convert by a perfect Trifle, 
taking Pet at a Nick-Name * delivered by 
Doctor Secheveral, with great Indiſcretion 
from the Pulpit, which he applied to him 
ſelf. And this is one among many Inſtances 
given by his Enemies, that Magnanimity is 
none of his Virtues. 

THrarE.of S d is another of that 
Alliance. It ſeems to have been this Gentle- 
man's Fortune to have learned his Divinity 
from his ® ® * *, and his Politics from his 
Tutor +, It may be thought a Blemiſh in 


his Character, that he hath much fallen 


from the Height of theſe Republican Prin- 
ciples with which he began; for in his 
Father's Life-time, while he was a Member 
of the Houſe of Commons, he would often, 


—— 
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among his familiar Friends, refuſe the Title 
of Lord (as he hath done to my ſelf) ſwear 
that he would never be called otherwiſe than 


Ch —s $S , and hoped to ſee the 
Day when there ſhould not be a Peer in 
England. His Underſtanding, at the beſt, 
is of the middling Size, neither hath he 
much improved it either in Reality, or which 
is very unfortunate, even in the Opinion of 


the World, by an overgrown Library; it 


is hard to decide, whether he learned that 
rough Way of treating his Sovereign from 
the Lady he is allied to, or whether it be 
the Reſult of his own Nature, the Senſe of 
the Injuries he hath done, renders him (as 
it is very natural) Implacable towards thoſe 
to whom he hath given greateſt Cauſe to 
complain ; for which Reaſon he will never 
forgive either the Queen, or the preſent 
Treaſurer. 

TAE E. of J/þ-—# hath filled the 
Province allotted him by his Collegues, with 
Sufficiency equal to the ableſt of them all ; 
he hath imbibed his Father's * Principles 
in Government, but dropt his Religion and 
took up no other in its ſtead ; excepting . 
that Circumſtance, he is a firm Presbyte- 
ran: He is perfectly ſkilled in all the 
Arts of Managing at Elections, as well as 


© 


. The Earl bis Father was a rigid Presby- 
in 
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in large Baits of Pleaſure for making Con- 
verts of young Men of Quality upon their 


firſt Appearance ; in which Public Service , 
he contracted ſuch large Debts, that his 
Brethren were forced, out of mere Juſtice, | 


to leave Ireland at his Mercy, where he had 
only time to ſet himſelf right; although the 
graver Heads of his Party think him too 
profligate and abandoned, yet they dare not 
be aſhamed of him; for beſides his Talents 
abovementioned, he is very uſeful in Par- 
liament, being a ready Speaker, and content 
to employ his Gift upon ſuch Occaſions, 
where thoſe who conceive they have any 


Remainder of Reputation or Modeſty, are 


aſhamed to appear. In ſhort, he is an in- 


conteſtable Inſtance to diſcover the true Na- 
ture of Faction, ſince being over run with 
every Quality, which produceth Contempt 
and Hatred in all other Commerce of the 
World, he hath notwithſtanding been able 
to make ſo conſiderable a Figure. 

TRHE Lord C 
rits are later than the reſt, deſerveth a 


Rank in this great Council; he was conſi- 
derable in the Station of a practiſing Lawyer; 
but as he was raiſed to be a Chancellor and 
a Peer, without paſſing through any of the 
intermediate Steps which in late Times hath 
been the conſtant Practice; and little ſcilled 
in the Nature of Government, or the true 
Intereſt of Princes further than the Mu- 
nicipal or Common Law of England, his 
Abilities, 


r, although his Me- 
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Abilities, as to Foreign Affairs, did not 
equally appear in the Counci] ; ſome im- 
proper Paſlages of his Life were thought to 
diſqualify him for that Office, by which 
he was to be the Guardian of the Queen's 
Conſcience ; but theſe Difficulties were eaſily 
over-ruled by the Authors of his Promotion, 
who wanted a Perſon would be ſubſervient 


to all their Deſigns, wherein they were not 


diſappointed : As to his other Accompliſh- 
ments, he was what we uſually call a 
Piece of a Scholar and a good Logical Rea- 
ſoner, if this were not too often allayed by 
a fallacious Way of Managing an Argument, 
which makes him apt to deceive the un- 
wary, and ſometimes to deceive himſelf. 
THe laſt to be ſpoken of in this 
Liſt is the Earl of N: m, a Convert 
and Acquiſition to that Party fince their 
Fall, to which he contributed his Aſſiſtance, 
Imean his Words and probably his Wiſhes ; 
for he had always lived under the conſtant 
viſible Profeſſion of Principles directly oppo- 
fite to thoſe of his new Friends; his ve- 
hement and frequent Speeches againſt ad- 
mitting the Prince of Orange to the Throne 


are yet to be ſeen; and although a numerous 


Family gave a ſpacious Pretence to his Love 
of Power and Money for taking an Employ- 
ment under that Monarch, yet he was al- 
lowed to have always kept a Reſerve of 
Allegiance to his exiled Maſter, of which 
his. Friends produce ſeveral — and 
ome 


[ 20 ] | 
ſome while he was Secretary of State to King 
W-—-m; his outward Regularity of Life, 
his Appearance of Religion, and feemin 8 
Zeal for the Church, as hey are an EffeCt 
they are the Excuſe of rh Stiffneſs and 
Formality with which his Nature is fraught; ' 


his aduſt Complexion diſpoſeth him to Ri- 


our and Severity, which his Admirers pal- 
Fate with the Name of Zeal: No Man had 
ever a ſincerer Countenance, or more truly 
repreſenting his Mind and Manners: He 
hath ſome Knowledg 
amply ſufficient to defend his Property at 
leaſt; a Faculty of Utterance deſcended to 


him from his F ather, and improved by a | 
few Sprinklings of Literature, hath brought | 
himſelf and ſome few Admirers into an O- ' 


pinion of his Eloquence: He is every Way 
inferior to his Brother G , but chiefly 
in thoſe Talents which he moſt values and 
pretends to, over whom nevertheleſs he 
preſerveth an Aſcendant ; his great Ambi- 
tion was to be the Head of thoſe, who were 
called the Church Party; and indeed his 
grave ſolemn Deportment and Countenance, 
ſeconded by Abundance of Profeſſions for 
their Service, had given many of them an 
Opinion of his Veracity, which he inter- 
preted as their Senſe of his Judgment and 
Wiſdom, and this Miſtake laſted till the time 
of his Defection, of which it was partly the 
Caule ; but then it plainly appeared, that he 

had 
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ng had not Credit to bring over one ſingle Pro- 


7 


| 
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ſelyte to keep himſelf in Countenance. 
Tus E Lineaments, however imper- 
fectly drawn, may help the Readers Ima- 
ginations to conceive what Sort of Perſons 
thoſe were, who had the Boldneſs to encoun- 


ter the Queen and Miniſtry, at the Head 


of a great Majority of the Landed Intereſt ; 
and this upon a Point, where the Quiet of 
her Majeſty's Reign, the Security, or, at 
leaſt, the Freedom of her Perſon, the Lives 


of her moſt faithful Friends, and the ſettling 


of the Nation by a Peace, were in the Conſe- 
quences deeply concerned. 
DuxriNnG the Dominion of the late 


Men in Power, Addreſſes had been pro- 
cured from both Houſes to the Queen, re- 


preſenting their Opinion, - that no Peace 
could be ſecure with Britain while Spain, or 
the Weſt Indies, remained in the Poſſeſſion 
of the Bourbon Family; but her Majeſty 
having for Reaſons, which have been often 
told to the World, and which will not be 
ſoon forgotten, called a new Parliament, and 
choſe a new Set of Servants. began to view 
Things and Perſons another Light; ſhe con- 
ſidered the Neceſſities of her People, the 
diſtant Proſpect of a Peace upon ſuch an im- 
probable Condition, which was never men- 
tioned or underſtood in the Grand Alliance, 
the unequal Burthen ſhe bore in the War, 
by the Practices of the Allies upon the Cor- 
ruption of ſome whom ſhe moſt truſted, or 


perhaps 
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perhaps by the Practices of theſe upon the 
Allies, and laſtly, by the Changes which 
Death had brought about in the Auſtrian 
and Bourbon Families; upon all which Mo- 
tives ſhe was prevailed upon to receive ſome 
Overtures from France in behalf of herſelf 
and the whole Confederacy ; the ſeveral 
Steps of this Negociation from its firſt Riſe 
to the Time I am now writing, ſhall be 
related in another Part of this Hiſtory, let 
it ſuffice for the preſent to ſay, that ſuch Pro- 
poſals were received from France as were 
thought ſufficient, by our Court, whereupon 
to appoint Time and Place for a General 
Treaty; and ſoon after the Opening of the 
Seſſion, the Biſhop of Briftol *, Lord Privy 
Seal, was diſpatched to Utrecht, where he 
and the Earl of S:rafford were appointed Ple- 
nipotentiaries for the Queen of Great Britain. 


Tu Managers of the diſcontented Party, 


who during the whole Summer had obſerved 
theMotions of theCourt running faſt towards 
a Peace, began to gather up all their Forces, 
min order to oppoſe her Majeſty's Deſigns 
when the Parliament ſhould meet ; their 
only Strength was in the Houſe of Lords, 
where the Queen had a very crazy Majority, 
made up by thoſe whoſe Hearts were in the 
other Intereſt, but whoſeFears, Expectations, 
or immediate Dependance, had hitherto 
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23 
kept them within Bounds; there were two 
Lords upon whoſe Abilities and Influence, of 
a very different Nature, the Managers built 
their ſtrongeſt Hopes. The firſt was the Duke 
of * * Maſter of the Horſe; This 
Duke as well as his Dutcheſs, were in a 
good Degree of Favour with the Queen, 
upon the ſcore of ſome Civilities and Reſpects 
her Majeſty had received from them while 
ſhe was Princeſs ; for fume Years after the 
Revolution he never appeared at Court, but 
was looked upon as a Favourer of the Ab- 
dicated Family ; and it was the late Earl of 
Roc heſler who firſt preſented him to King 


illiam. However, ſince the time he came 


into Employment, which was towards the 
Cloſe of the laſt Reign, he hath been a con- 
ſtant zealous Member of the other Party, but 
never failed either in Attendance or Reſpect 
towards the Queen's Perſon, or at moſt only 
threatened ſometimes, that he would ſerve 
no longer while ſuch or ſuch Men were em- 
ployed, which, as Things went then, was 
not reckoned any Offence at all againſt Duty 
or good Behaviour ; he had been much 
careſſed and flattered by the Lords of the 
Junclo , who ſometimes went fo far, as to 
give him hopes of the Crown in Reverſion to 
his Family upon Failure of the Houſe of 
H——r; all this worked fo far upon his 


Fr 
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* A Cant given to five Lords of that Party. 
Imagination; 
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Imagination, that he affected to appear the 
Head of their Party, to which his Talents 
were no way proportioned, for they ſoon 
grew weary of his indigeſted Schemes and 
his imperious Manner of obtruding them ; 
they began to drop him at their Meetings, 
or contradicted him with little Ceremony 


when he happened to be there, which his 


haughty Nature was not able to brook : 


Thus a mortal Quarrel waskindled between | 


him and the whole Aſſembly of Party Lea- 
ders; fo that upon the Queen's firſt Inten- 
tions of Changing her Miniitry, foon after the 
Trial of Dr. Sacheveral, he appointed ſeveral 
Meetings with Mr. Harley alone, in the moſt 
rm Manner, in Places and at Times leaſt 
able to Suſpicion. He employed all his 
Credit with the Queen to drive on the Re- 
moral of my Lord Godalphin and the reſt ; 
and in the Council treated the ſmall Remain- 
der, who continued ſometime longer in their 
Places, with all poſſible Marks of Hatred or 
Diſdain; but when the Queſtion came for 


diſſolving the Parliament, he ſtopped ſhort. | 


He had already fatiated his Refentments, 
which were not againſt Things, but Per- 
ſons; he furiouſly oppoſed that Council, 
and promiſed to undertake for the Par- 
liament himſelf: When the Queen had 
declared her Pleaſure for the Diffolution, 
he flew off in a greater Rage than ever, op- 
poſed the Court in all Elections where he had 
Influence or Power, and made very * 

ble 
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ble Advances to reconcile himſelf with the 
diſcarded Lords, eſpecially the Earl of 
G u, who is reported to have treated 
at New-market in a moſt contemptuous 
Manner ; but the Sincerity of his Repen- 
tance, which appeared manifeſtly in the 


' firſt Seſſion of the New Parliament, and 


the Uſe he might be of by his own 
remaining Credit, or rather that of his 
Dutcheſs, with the Queen, at length begat 
a Reconcilement : He ſtill kept his Em- 
ployment and Place in the Cabinet Council, 
but had never appeared there from an 
avowed Diſlike of all Perſons and Proceed- 
ings : It happened about the End of Sum- 
mer 1711, at Vindſor, when the Cabinet 
Council was ſummoned, this Duke, whether 


dy Directions from his Teachers, or the 


Inſtability of his Nature, took a fancy to 
reſume his Place, and a Chair was brought 
accordingly, upon which Mr. Secretary St. 
Jahn refuſed to Aſſiſt, and gave his Rea- 


| fons, that he would never fit in Council 


with a Man who had ſo often betrayed 
them, and was openly engaged with a a 
Faction which endeavoured to obſtruct all 
her Majeſty's Meaſures. Thus the Council 
was put off to next Day, and the Duke 
made no farther Attempts to be there; 
but upon this Incident he declared open 
War againſt the Miniſtry, and from that 
Time to the Seſſion employed himſelf in 
ſpiriting up ſeveral depending Lords to 
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adhere to their Friends when an Occaſion 
ſhould offer. The Arguments he made 
uſe of were, that thoſe in Power deſigned 
to make an ignominious and unſecure 
Peace, without conſulting the Allies ; that 
this could be no otherwiſe prevented than 
by an Addreſs from the Lords to ſignify 
their Opinion, that no Peace could be ho- 
nourable or ſecure, while Spain or the 
Weſt Indies remained in any of the Bour- 
bou Family, upon which ſeveral farther 
Reſolutions and Enquiries would naturally 
follow ; that the Differences between the 
two Houſes upon this muſt either be made 
up by the Commons agreeing with the 
Lords, or muſt end in a Diſſolution, which 
would be followed by a return of the old 
Miniſtry, who, by the Force of Money 
and Management, could eaſily get another 
Parliament to their Wiſhes : He farther 
aſſured them boldly, that the Queen herſelf 
was at the Bottom of this Deſign, and had 


empowered him to deſire their Votes againſt | 


the Peace, as a Point that would be for her 
Service, and therefore they need not be in 
Pain upon Account of their Penſions, or 
any farther Marks of Favour they ex- 
pected. Thus by reviving the old Art of 
uſing her Majeſty's Authority againſt her 
Perſon, he prevailed over ſome who were 
not otherwiſe in a Station of Life to op- 
poſe the Crown, and his Proſelytes may 
pretend to ſome Share of Pity, ſince he 

3 offered 


"= FOE 


RE —————— 


—— — 


| 


Cl 
þ 


@ w 


b 
h 
h 
k 
te 
2 
d 
re 
0 
A 
C 
0 
t 
b 
h 
n 
* 
E 
P 
R 
f 
fi 
Te 
Ce 


[27 ] 


offered for an Argument his own Exam- 
ple, who kept his Place and Favour after 
all he had done to deſerve the Loſs of 
both. 

Taz other Lord, in whom the diſ- 
contented Managers placed much of their 


Hopes, was the Earl of N m al- 
ready mentioned, than whom no Man 
ever appeared to .hate them more, or to 
be more pleaſed at their Fall, partly from 
his avowed Principles, but chiefly from the 
hopes he had in ſharing their Spoils ; but 
it fell out that he was no way acceptable 
to the Queen or her new Servants ; theſe 
apprehended no little Trouble and Impe- 


| diment to the Public Buſineſs, from his 


reſtleſs, talkative, overweening Manner, if 
once he was ſuffered to have any Part in 
Affairs, and he ſtood very ill with the 
Court, having made a Motion in the Houſe 


| of Lords, and in her Majeſty's Preſence, 


that the Electoral Prince of Hanover might 


de invited to reſide in Exg/and, although he 
had before declared to the Queen, how 
much he was againft that Propoſal when it 


was firſt offered by the other Party. 
However, ſome very conſiderable Em- 
ployments had been given to his neateſt 
Relations, and he had one or two Offers 
for himſelf, which he thought fit to re- 
tuſe, as not equal to his Merits and Cha- 
rafter. Upon the Earl of Rochefler's De- 
ceaſe he conceived that the Crown would 

; | hardly 
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hardly overlook him for Preſident of the 
Council, and deeply reſented that Diſap- 
intment; but the Duke of Newcaft/e, Lord 
Þrivy Seal, dying ſome time after, he found 
that Office was firſt deſigned for the Earl 
of Ferſey, and upon this Lord's ſudden 
Death was actually diſpoſed of to the Biſhop 
of Briſtol ; by which he plainly ſaw that 
the Queen was determined againſt giving 
him any Opportunity of directing in Affairs, 
or diſplaying his Eloquence in the Cabinet! 
Council; he had now ſhaken off all Re- 
mains of Patience or Temper, and from 
the Contemplations of his own Diſappoint- 
ments fell, as it is natural, to find fault} 
with the Publick Management, and to 
aſſure his Neighbours in the Country, 
that the Nation was in imminent Danger 
of _ ruined. * diſcontented Lords 
were ſoon apprized of this t Change, 
and the Duke of Sd ge the Earl's 
Son-in-law, was diſpatched down to Bur- 
leigh on the Hill, to cultivate his preſent 
Diſpoſitions, and offer him whatever Terms 
he pleaſed to inſiſt on. The Earl imme- 
diately agreed to fall in with any Meaſures 
for diſtreſſing or deſtroying the Miniſtry : 
But in order to” preſerve his Reputation 
with the Church-Party, and perhaps bring 
them over to his Intereſts, he propoſed that 
a Bill ſhould be brought into the Houſe of 
Lords, for preventing occafional Confor- 
mity, and be unanimouſly agreed to by | = 
0 
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the Peers of the Low-Church Principle, which 
would convince the World of their good 
Intentions to the Eſtabliſhed Religion, and 
that their Oppolitions to the Court wholly 
proceeded 1 their Care of the Nation, 
and Concern for its Honour and Safety. 
Theſe Preparations were publick enough, 
and the Minifters had ſufficient Time to arm 
themſelves, but they ſeem to have acted, 
in this Juncture, like Men who truſted to 
the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, and the gene- 
ral Inclinations of the Kingdom, rather than 
to thoſe Arts which our Corruptions have 
too often made neceſſary. Calculations 


were indeed taken, by which it was com- 


puted that there would be a Majority of 
ten upon the Side of the Court. I re- 
member to have told my Lord Harcourt 
and Mr. Prior, that a Majority of ten was 
only a Majority of five; becauſe if their 
Adverſaries could bring off five, the Num- 
ber would be equal; and ſo it happened 
to prove, for the Miſtake lay in counting 
upon the bare Promiſes of thoſe who were 
wholly in the Intereſt of the old Miniſtry, 
and were only kept in Awe by the fear of 
oftending the Crown, and loſing their Sub- 


ſiſtence, wherein the Duke of S:mer/et had 


given them full Satisfaction. With theſe 
Diſpoſitions of both Parties, and Fears and 
Hopes of the Event, the Parliament mec 
upon the ſev enth of December, 1711. The 
Queen's Specch (excepting what related to 

Supplies) 
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Supplies) was chiefly taken up in telling 
both Houſes what Progreſs ſhe had made 
towards a general Peace, and her hopes of 
bringing it to a ſpeedy Concluſion. As 
ſoon as her Majeſty was withdrawn, the 
Houſe of Lords, in a Committee, reſolved 
upon an Addreſs of Thanks, to which the 
Earl of Nottingham propoſed an Addition 
of the following Clauſe ; **—— and we do 
* beg Leave to repreſent it to your Ma- 
* jeſty, as the humble Opinion and Ad- 
* vice of this fHouſe, that no Peace can 
de ſafe or honourable to Great Britain or 
* Europe, if Spain and the Het-Indies are 
** to be allotted to any Branch of the Houſe 
aof Bourbon.” 


s 
4 


Hr was ſeconded by the Earl of 


Scarborough, and after a Debate of ſeveral 
Hours, the Queſtion for the Clauſe was 
carried, as I remember, by not above two 
Voices. The next Day the Houſe 
with the Committee, the depending Lords 


— WD . er pers i — r 


ö 


— —-¼ N 


agreed 


having taken freſh Courage from their 


Principals, and ſome whe profeſſed them- 


felves very humble Servants to the preſent | 
Miniftry, and Enemies to the former, went | 


along with the Stream, pretending not to 
ke the Conſequences that muſt viſibly fol- 
low. The Addreſs was preſented on the 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Eleventh, to which her Majeſty's Anſwer | 


was very ſhort and dry : She diſtinguiſhed 


their Thanks from the reſt of the Piece, 
and in return to Lord Nattingham's Clauſe, 


aid 
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aid, ſhe ſhould be forry that any Body 
could think ſhe would not do her utmott 
Endeavours to recover Spain and the Heſt- 
Indies from the Houſe of Bourbon. Upon 
the fifteenth of December the Earl of Not- 
tingham likewiſe brought in the Bill to pre- 
vent occaſional Conformity (although under 
a diſguiſed Title) which met with no Op- 
poſition, but was ſwallowed by thoſe very 
Lords who always appeared with the utmoſt 
Violence againſt the leaſt Advantage to the 
Eſtabliſhed Church. But in the Houſe of 
Commons there appeared a very different 
Spirit; for when one Mr. Robert M alpale 
offered a Clauſe of the ſame Nature with 
that of the Earl of Nottingham, it was re- 
jeted with Contempt, by a very great 
Majority. Their Addreſs was in the moſt 
dutiful Manner, approving what her Majeſty 
had done towards a Peace, and truſting 
intirely to her Wiſdom in the future Ma- 
nagement of it. This Addreſs was pre- 
ſented to the Queen a Day before that of 
the Lords, and received an Anſwer diftin- 
guiſhedly gracious : But the other Party 
was no ways dilcouraged by <ither Anſwer, 
which they looked upon as only Matter of 
courſe, and the Senſe of the Miniſtry, con- 
trary to that of the Queen. 

TR Parliament fat as long as the 
approaching Feſtival would allow, and 
upon the twenty-ſecond, the Land-Tax and 
Occaſional Bills having received the Royal 
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Aﬀent, the Houſe of Commons adjourned 
to the fourteenth of January following; 
but the Adjournment of the Lords was 
only to the ſecond, the prevailing Party 
there being in haſte to purſue the Conle- 
[| quences of the Earl of Nottingham's Clauſe, 
| which they hoped would end in the Ruin 
| of the Treaſurer, and overthrow the Mi- 
niſtry ; and therefore took the Advantage 
[ of this Interval, that they might not be 
| diſturbed by the Commons. 
Wur this Addreſs againſt any Peace | 
| without Spain, &c. was carried in the Houſe | 
| of Lords, it is not eaſy to deſcribe the Effects 
it had upon moſt Men's Paſſions ; the Par- 
tizans of the old Miniftry triumphed loudly, | 
and without any Reſerve, as if the Game | 
| 
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were their own. The Earl of V barton was 
obſerved in the Houſe to ſmile, and put his 
Hands to his Neck, when any of the Mi- 
niſtry was ſpeaking, by which he would 
have it underſtood that ſome Heads were 
| in Danger. Parker the Chief-Juſtice, be- 
| gan already. with great Zeal and Officiouſ- | 
3 neſs to proſecute Authors and Printers of | 
weekly and other Papers, writ in Defence 
of the Adminiſtration. In ſhort, Joy and | 
| Vengeance fat vilible in every Countenance 
of that Party. | | 
ON the other Side, all Well-wiſhers to | 
| the Queen, the Church, or the Peace, were | 
i equally dejected, and the Treaſurer ſtood 
[| the foremoſt Mark both of bis Enemies | 
3 Fury, 
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Fury, and the Cenſure of his Friends. 
Among the latter, fome imputed this fatal 
Miſcarriage to his procraſtinating Nature: 
others, to his unmeaſurable public Thrift; 
Both Parties agreed, that a Firſt Miniſter, 
with very moderate Skill in Affairs, might 
eaſily have governed the Event; and ſome 
began to doubt whether the great Fame of 
his Abilities, acquited in other Stations, 
were what he juſtly deſerved. All this he 
knew well enough, and heard it with 
Phlegm, neither did it make any Alterations 
in his Countenance or Humour ; he told 
Monſ. Buys the Dutch Envoy, two Days 
before the Parliament fat, that he was ſorry 


for what was like to pals, becauſe the States 


would be the firſt Sufferers, which he 
deſired the Envoy to remember; and to 
his neareſt Friends, who appeared in Pain 
about the Public or themſelves, he only 
ſaid, that all would be well, and deſired 
them not to be frighted. 

I T was, I conceive, upon theſe Motives, 
that the Treaſurer adviſed her Majeſty to 
create twelve new Lords, and thereby dit- 
able the Sting of Faction for the reit of 
her Life. This Promotion was ſo ordered, 
that a third Part of thoſe on whom, or their 
Poſterity, the Peerage would naturally de- 
volve, and the reſt were fuch, whoſe Me- 
rit, Birth, and Fortune could admit of no 
Exception. 
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Tut adverſe Party being thus driven 
down by open Force, had nothing left 
but to complain, which they loudly did, 
that it was a pernicious Example, ſet for 
ill Princes to follow, -who, by the fame 
Rule, might make at any Time an hun- 
dred as well as twelve, and by theſe means 
become Maſters of the Houſe of Lords 
whenever they pleaſed, which would be 
dangerous to our Liberties. To this it was 
anſwered, that ill Princes ſeldom trouble 
themſelves to look for Precedents ; that 
Men of great Eſtates will not be leſs fond 
of preſerving their Liberties when they are 
created Peers; that in ſuch a Government 
as this, where the Prince holds the Balance 
berween two great Powers, the Nobility 
and People, it is of the very Nature of his 
Oifice to remove from one Scale in the 
other, or ſometimes put his own Weight 
mto the lighteſt, ſo to bring both to an 
Equilibrium ; and laſtly, that the other 
Party had been above twenty Years cor- 
rupting the Nobility with Republican Prin- 
ciples, which nothing but the Royal Pre- 
rogative could hinder from over-ſpreading 
us. The Conformity Bill above-mentioned, 
was prepared by the Earl of Nottingbam 
before the Parliament met, and brought in 
at the fame Time with the Clauſe againſt 
Peace, according to the Bargain made be- 
tween lim and his new Friends. This he 


hoped would not only fave his Credit with 
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the Church- Party, but bring them over to 
his Politics, ſince they muſt needs be 
convinced, that inſtead of changing his 
own Principles, he had prevailed on the 
greateſt Enemies to the Eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion, to be the firſt Movers in a Law for 
the perpetual Settlement of it. Here it 
was worth obſerving, with what Retigna- 
tion the Junto Lords (as they were then 
called) are ſubmitted to by their Adherents 
and Followers ; for it is well known, that 
the chief among the Diſſentiug Teachers in 
Town were conſulted upon this Affair, 
and ſuch Arguments uſed, as had Power 
to convince them, that nothing could be 


of greater Advantage to their Cauſe, than 


the paſſing this Bill. I did indeed fee a 
Letter at that Time from one of them, 
to a great Man *, complaining that they 
were betrayed and undone by their pre- 
tended Friends ; but they were in general 
very well ſatisfied, upon Promiſes that this 
Law ſhould ſoon be repealed, and others 
more in their Favour enacted as ſoon as 
their Friends ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed. But 
nothing ſeemed more extraordinary than 
the Event of this refined Management, by 
which the Earl of Nottingham was ſo far 
from bringing over Proſelytes (wherein his 
Abilities fell very ſhort even of the Duke of 
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Somerſet's) or preſerving the Reputation of 
a firm Churchman, that very few People 
did ſo much as imagine he had any ſuch 

eſign, only when he brought in the Bill, 
they conceived it was ſome wonderful 
deep Reach of Politics, which they could 
not comprehend : However, they liked the 
thing, and without troubling themſelves 
about the Perſons or Motives from whence 
it roſe, it had a very ſpeedy Paſſage through 
both Houſes. 

IT muſt be confeſſed, that ſome At- 
tempt of this Nature was much more 
neceſſary to the Leaders of that Party, 
than is generally thought; the Deſire of 
Power and Revenge was common to 
them all, but ſeveral among them were 
allo conſcious that they ſtood in need of 
Protection, whoſe Safety was therefore 
concerned in the Deſign of ruining the 
Miniſtry, as well as their Ambition. The 
D— of 15 hþ foreſaw thoſe 
Examinations which were afterwards made 
into ſome Parts of his Management, and 
was apprehenſive of a great deal more; 
that the Parliament would, perhaps, en- 
quire into the Particulars of the Negotia- 
tion at the Hague in 1709; for what Ends, 
and by whoſe Advice, the Propoſitions of 
Peace from France were rejected; beſides, 
he dreaded, left that myſterious Policy 
might be laid open to the World, of de- 
firing the Quzen to conſtitute him General 
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for life, which was a very tender Point, 
and would admit of too much Proof. It is 
true, indeed, that whilſt the Duke's Affair 
was under the Conſideration of the Houie 
of Commons, one of his Creatures * (whe- 
ther by Direction or other wiſe) aſſured the 
Speaker, with a very ſerious Countenance, 
that the World was miſtaken in cenſuring 
his Lord upon this Article, for it was the 
Queen who preſſed the Duke to accept 
that Commiſſion, and upon his humble 
Refuſal, conceived her firſt Diſpleaſure 

ainſt him. How ſuch a Defence would 
have paſſed, if it had been offered in 
Form, is eaſter to be conceived, than how 
any Perſon in his Wits could have the Con- 
fidence to affirm it; which laſt would, in- 
deed, be hard to believe, if there were 
any room left for Doubt. | 

TAE E-— of G pb — wanted 
Protection, notwithſtanding the Act of Ge- 
neral Pardon, which had been procured 
by his Credit, and was principally calculated 
for his own Security : He knew that his 
long Neglect of compelling the Accountants 
| to pals their Accounts, might be puniſhed 
as a Breach of Truſt : He had run the 
Kingdom into immenſe Debts by taking 
up Stores for the Navy, upon a vaſt Dit- 
count, without parliamentary Security, for 


* Craggs, Father to the Secretary. 
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which he could be able to plead neither 


Law nor Neceſſity, and he had given way 
at leaſt to ſome Proceedings, not very 


juſtifiable, in relation to Remittances of 


Money, whereby the Public had ſuffered 
conſiderable Loſſes. The Barrier Treaty ſat 
heavy upon the Lord Town/end's Spirits, 
becauſe if it ſhould be laid before tte 
Houſe of Commons, whoever negociated 
that Affair, might be ſubject to the moſt 
fevere Animadverſion ; and the Earl of 
FWhartom's Adminiſtration in Ireland was 
looked upon as a ſufficient Ground to im- 


ach him at leaſt for high Crimes and 


iſdemeanours. 

Tur Managers in Holland were fſuf- 
ficiently apprized of all this, and Monſ. 
Brys, their Miniſter here, took care to 
cultivate that good Correſpondence be- 
tween his Maſters and their Engliſb Friends, 
which becomes two Confederates purſuing 
the fame End. This Man had been for- 
merly employed to England from that Re- 
public, and underſtood a little of our, Lan- 
guage. His Proficiency in Learning has 
been ſuch, as to furniſh now and then a 
Latin Quotation, of which he is as liberal 
as his Stock will admit. His Knowledge 


in Government reaches no farther than that 


of his own' Country, by which he forms 
and cultivates Matters of State for the reſt 
of the World. His Reaſoning upon Poli- 
tics are with great Proſuſion at all Meet- 


Ings, 


. 
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ings, and he leaves the Com with en- 
"4 Satisfaction that he yr fully con- 
vinced them. He is well provided with 
that inferior ſort of Cunning, which 1s the 
Growth of his Country, of a Standard with 
the Genius of the People, and capable of 
being transferred into every Condition of 
Life among them, from the Boor to the 
Burgomaſter. He came into England with 
Inſtructions, authorizing him to accommo- 
date all Differences between her Majeſty 
and the States, but having firſt adviſed with 
the Confederate Lords, he aſſured the 
Miniitry he had Powers to hear their Pro- 
polals, but none to conclude ; and having 
repreſented to his Maſters what had been 
told him by the adverſe Party, he prevailed 
with them to revoke his Powers. He 
found the Intereſt of thoſe who withſtood 
the Court, would exactly fall in with the.. 
Deſigns of the States, which were, to carry 
on the War as long as they could at our 
own Expence, and to ſee themſelves at the 
Head of a Treaty of Peace, whenever they 


were diſpoſed to apply to France, or to 


receive Overtures from thence. The Em- 
peror, upon many powerful Reafons, was 
utterly averſe from all Councils, which 


aimed at putting an End to the War, 


without delivering him the whole Domt- 
nion of Spain: Nay, the Elector of H — r 
himſelf, although preſumptive Heir to the 
Crown of E d, and obliged, by. all 
| Its 
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Sorts of Ties, to cultivate her Majeſty's 
Friendſhip, was fo far deceived by Miſ- 
repreſentations from hence, that he ſeemed 
to ſuffer Monſ. Hatbmar, his Envoy here, 
to print and publiſh a Memorial here in 
Engh/h, directly diiapproving all her Ma- 
jeſty's Proceedings; which Memorial, as 
appeareth by the Stile and Manner of it, 
was all drawn up, or at leaſt digeited, by 
ſome Party-pen on this Side of the Water, 


Cautious Writers, in order to avoid Offence 


or Danger, and to preſerve th2 Reſpect 
even due to foreign Princes, do uſually 
charge the wrong Steps in a Court alto- 
gether upon the Perſons employed; but 
1 ſhould have taken a ſecurer Method, 
and have been wholly filent in this Point, 
if I had not then conceived ſome Hope, 
that his E 1H ſs might poſſibly 


have been a Stranger to the Memorial of 
his Reſident: For, firſt, the Manner of 


delivering it to the Secretary of State, was 
out of all Form, and almoſt as extraor- 
dinary as the Thing itſelf. Monſ. Bothmar 


having obtained an Hour of Mr. Secretary 


St. Tohn, talked much to him upon the 
Subject of which that Memorial conſiſts, 
and upon going away, deſired he might 
leave a Paper with the Secretary, which he 
ſaid contained the Subſtance of what he 
had been diſcourſing. This Paper Mr. 
St. Jobn laid aſide among others of little 
Conlequence, and a few Days after ſaw 


ment, and upon the fifth Day of 
| Prince Eugene of 


Before he left his Ship, he aſked a Perſon 


| to Ft. 
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a Memorial in print, which he found, upon 
comparing, to be the ſame with what 


| Bothmar had left. | 


DuRiNnG this ſhort Receſs of Parlia- 
January, 


landed in England. 


who came to meet him, whether the Nero 
Lords were made, and what was their 
Number? He was attended through the 
Streets with a mighty Rabble of People 
James s, where Mr. Secretary St. 
Jahn introduced him to the Queen, who 
received him with great Civility. His 
Arrival had been long expected, and the 
Proſpect of his Journey had as long been 
formed by the Party-Leaders here, in Con- 
cert with Monſ. Buys and Monſ. Bothmar, 
the Dutch and H r Envoys. This 
Prince brought over Credentials from the 
Emperor, with Offers to continue the War 
upon a new Foot, very advantageous to 
Britain, Part of which, by her Majeſty's 
Commands, Mr. Sr. John ſoon after pro- 
duced to the Houſe of Commons, where 
they were rejected, not without ſome In- 
dignation by a great Majority. The Em- 
peror's Propoſals, as far as related to Sparn, 
were communicated to the Houſe in the 
Words following : 

His Imperial Majeſty judges that forty 
* thouſand Men will be ſufficient for this 
Service, and that the whole Expence 2 

40 
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« the War in Spain may amount to Four 


« Millions of Crowns, towards which his 
Imperial Majeſty offers to make up the 
& Troops, which he has in that Country, 
& to thirty thouſand Men, and to take One 
« Million of Crowns upon himſelf.” 

O the other Side, the Houſe of Com- 
mons voted a third Part of theſe Four Mil- 
lions as a ſufficient Quota for her Majeſty 
toward that Service : for it was ſuppoſed, 


the Emperor ought to bear the greateſt Pro- 


portion in a Point that ſo nearly concerned 


him; or, at leaſt, that Britam contributing 


one Third, the other two might be paid 
by his Imperial Majeſty and the States, as | 


they could ſettle it between them. 


Tae Deſign of Prince Eugene s Journey 


was to raiſe a Spirit in the Parliament, and 
People for continuing the War : For nothing 
was thought impoilible to a Prince of ſuch 
high Reputation in Arms, in great Favour 
with the Emperor, and empowered to make 
ſach Propoſals from his Maſter, as the Mi- 
niſtry durſt not reject. It appeared by an 
intercepted Letter from Count Gallas (for- 
merly the Emperor's Envoy here) that the 
Prince was wholly left to his Liberty of 
making what Offers he pleaſed in the Em- 


| 
| 


| 


ö 


| 


peror's Name; for if the Parliament could 
once be brought to raiſe Funds, and the 
War go on, the Miniſters here muſt be un- 


der a Neceſſity of applying and expending 


„ 
* 


thoſe Funds, and the Emperor could after - 
| wards | 
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3 
wards find twenty Reaſons and Excuſes, as 


he had hitherto done, for not furniſhing his 
Quota. Therefore Prince Eugene for ſome 


Time kept himſelf within generals, until 


being preſſed to explain himſelf upon that 
Particular of the War in Spam, which the 
Houſe of Auſtria pretended to have moſt 
at heart, he made that Offer above- 
mentioned as a moſt extraordinary Effort ; 
and fo it was, conſidering how little they 
had ever done before towards the recover- 
ing that Monarchy to themſelves. But 
ſhameful as theſe Propoſals were, few be- 
lieved the Emperor would obſerve them, 
or indeed that he ever intended to ſpare 
ſo many Men as would make up an Army - 
of thirty thouſand Men, to be employed 
in Spain. 

PriNcE Eugene's Viſit to his Friends in 
England continued longer than was ex- 
pected ; he was every Day entertained 
magnificently by Perſons of Quality of both 
Parties; he went frequently to the Trea- 
furer, and ſometimes affected to do it in 
private ; he viſited the other Miniſters and 
great Officers of the Court, but on all Oc- 
caſions publickly owned the Character and 
Appellation of a Whig, and in Secret had 
continual Meetings with the Duke of 


| Marlborough and the other diſcontented 


Lords, where M. Bothmar uſually aſſiſted. 
It is the great Ambition of this Prince to be 
perpetually engaged m War, without con- 

ſidering 


[ 44 ] 


fidering the Cauſe or Conſequence, and 
to ſee himſelf at the Head of an Army, 
where only he can make any conſiderable 
Figure. He is not without a natural 
Tincture of that Cruelty, ſometimes charged 
upon the /talians, and being nurſed in Arms, 
hath fo far extinguiſhed Pity and Remorſe, 
that he will at any time facrifice a thou- 
ſand Mens Lives to a Caprice of Glory 
or Revenge. He had conceived an in- 
curable Hatred for the Treaſurer, as the 
Perſon who principally oppoſed this inſa- 
tiable Paſſion for War; ſaid, he had Hopes 
of others, but that the Treaſurer was Un 
- mechant Diable, not to be moved ; there- 
fore, ſince it was impoſſible for him or his 


Friends to compaſs their Deſigns, while that 


Miniſter continued at the Head of Affairs, 
he propoſed an Expedient, often practiſed 


by thoſe of his Country, that the Treaſurer ! 
(to uſe his own Expreſſion) ſhould be taken 


off @ la Negligence; that this might eaſily 
be done, and paſs for an Effect of Chance, 
if it were preceded by encouraging ſome 
proper People to commit ſmall Riots in 
the Night: And in ſeveral Parts of the 
Town a Crew of obſcure Ruffians were ac- 


cordingly employed about that Time, who | j 
probably exceeded their Commiſſion, and 


mixing themſelves with theſe diſorderly 


People, that often infeſt the Streets at | 
Midnight, acted inhuman Outrages on | ; 


many Perſons, whom they cut and mangled 
in 
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in the Faces and Arms, and other Parts of 
the Body, without any Provocation : But an 


effectual Stop was ſoon put to thoſe Enor- 
mities, which probably prevented the Ex- 
ecution of the main Deſign 

Au very ſenſible, that ſuch an Impu- 
tation ought not to be charged upon any 
Perſon whatſoever, upon flight Grounds or 
- doubtful Surmiſes, and that thoſe who think 
I am able to produce no better, will judge 


{ this Paſſage to be fitter for a Libel than a 


Hiſtory ; but as the Account was given by 
more than one Perſon, who was at the 
Meeting, ſo it was confirmed, paſt all 
Contradiction, by ſeveral intercepted Let- 


ters and Papers: And it is moſt certain, 
hat the Rage of the defeated Party, upon 


r 0. Fa ww 


their frequent Diſappointments, was ſo far 
inflamed, as to make them capable of 


* ſome Counſels yet more violent and deſ- 


perate than this, which, however, by the 
| Vigilance of thoſe near the Perſon of her 
Majeſty, were happily prevented. 

ON the thirtieth of December, 1711, the 
Duke of Marlborough was removed from 
al his Employments, the Duke of Ormond 
ſucceeding him as General both here and 

in Flanders. This Proceeding of the Court 
(as far as it related to the Duke of Marl- 
 brrough) was much cenſured, both at home 
and * and by ſome who did not wiſh 
ill to the preſent Situation of Affairs: There 
were few Examples of a Commander be- 


ing 
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ing diſgraced, after an uninterrupted Courſe 
of Succeſs for many Years againſt a formi- 
dable Enemy, and this before a Period was 


put to the War. Thoſe, who had leaft 


Eſteem for his Valour and Conduct, thought 
it not prudent to remove a General, whoſe 
Troops were perpetually victorious, while 
he was at their Head ; becauſe this had in- 
fuſed into his Soldiers an Opinion, that they 


ſhould always conquer, and into the Enerny, | 
that they ſhould always be beaten, than | 


which nothing is held to be of greater Mo. 
ment, either in the Progreſs of a War, or 
upon the Day of Battle ; and I have good 
_ Grounds to affirm, * that theſe Reaſons had 
ſufficient Weight with the Queen and Mi. 
niſtry to have kept the Duke of Mark 
borough in his Poſt, if a Way could have 
been found out to have done it with any 
Aſſurance of Safety to the Nation. It is 
the Misfortune of Princes, that the Effeds 


—_ 


| 


* 


of their Diſpleaſure make uſually much more 
Noiſe than the Cauſes ; thus the Sound of 


the Duke's Fall was heard farther than 


many of the Reaſons which made it neceſ. 
fary, whereof, though ſome were viſible 
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enough, yet others lay more in the dark. | . 


UryroNn the Duke's laſt Return from 
Flanders, he had fixed his Arrival to Town | 
(whether by Accident or otherwiſe) upon | 
the ſeventeenth of November, called Queen 
Elizabeth's Day, when great Numbers | 
his Creatures and Admirers had thought fit 

to 
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| to revive an old Ceremony among the 


Rabble, of burning the Pope in Ethgy ; 
for the Performance of which, with more 
Sokemnity, they had made extraordinary 
Preparations. From the ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances of the Expence in this intended 
Pageantry, and of the Perſons who pro- 
moted it, the Court, apprehenſive of a 
Deſign to inflame the common People, 


— 
„ 


San Kern ee ee 


thought fit to order that the ſeveral Fi- 
gures ſhould be ſeized as Popiſh Trinkets, 
and Guards were ordered to patrole for 
preventing any tumultuous Aſſemblies. 
Whether this Frolick was only intended 
for an Affront to the Court, or whether it 

a deeper Meaning, I muſt leave un- 


| 
had 
| determined. The Duke, in his own Na- 


| ture, is not much turned to be popular, 
and in his flouriſhing Times, when be 
came to England upon the Cloſe of a Cam- 
paign, he rather affected to avoid any 


4 


Concourſe of the Mobile, if they had been 
diſpoſed to attend him; therefore ſo very 
different a Proceeding at this Juncture, 


l. made it ſuſpected as if he had a Deſign 


to have placed himſelf at their Head. 
Fance, Popery, the Pretender, and no 
| Peace without Spain, were the Words 
| to be given about at this mock Parade; 
and, if what was confidently aſſerted be 


| true, that a Report was to have been ſpread 


à the ſame Tune of the Queen's Death, 
no 


48 
no Man can tell what might have been the 
Event. 

Buer this Attempt, to whatever Purpoſes | 
intended, proving wholly abortive, by the | 
Vigilance of thole in Power, the Duke's | 
Arrival was without any Noiſe or Conſe- | 
quence, and, upon conſulting with his 
Friends, he ſoon fell in with their new 
Scheme for preventing the Peace. It was 
believed by many Perſons, that the Mi- 
niſters might, with little Difficulty, have | 
brought him over, if they had pleaſed to 
make a Trial ; for as he would probably | 
have accepted any Terms to continue in 
a Station of fuch prodigious Profit, ſo there 
was ſufficient Room to work upon his Fears, 
of which he is ſeldom unprovided (I mean | 
only in his political Capacity) and this In- 
firmity very much increaſed by his unmea- 
ſurable Poſſeſſions, which have rendered 
him ipſigue onerique timentem. But Reaſon, 
as well as the Event, proved this to be a 
Miſtake, for the Miniſters being deter- 
mined to bring the War to as ſpeedy an 
Iſſue as the Honour and Safety of ther | 
Country would permit, could not poſſibly 
recompence the Duke for the mighty In- 
comes he held by the Continuance of it: 
Then the other Party had calculated ther 
Numbers, and by the Acceſſion of the Earl 
of Nottingham, whoſe Example they hoped 
would have many Followers, and the ſuc- 
ceisful Sollicitations of the Duke of * | 

oun 
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found they were ſure of a Majority in the 
Houſe of Lords; fo that in this View of 
Circumſtances, the D— of M h 
thought he acted with Security as well as 
Advantage. He therefore boldly fell, with 
his whole Weight, into the Deſign of ruin- 


ing the Miniſtry, at the Expence of his 


Duty to his Sovereign, and the Welfare 
of his Country, after the mighty Obliga- 
tions he had received from both. Whig 
and Tory were now no longer the Diſpute, 
but the Queen or the D— of NA h : 
He was at the Head of all the Cabals and 
Conſults with B r, Buys, and the diſ- 
contented Lords: He forgot that Govern- 
ment of his Paſſion, for which his Admirers 
uſed to celebrate him, and fell into all the 
Impotencies of Anger and Violence upon 


every Party Debate; ſo that the Queen 


found herſelf under a Neceſſity either on 
the one Side, to ſacrifice thoſe Friends who 
had ventured their Lives in reſcuing her 
out of the Power of tome, whoſe former 


Treatment ſhe had little Reaſon to be fond 
; of, to put an End to the Progreſs ſhe had 


made towards a Peace, and diſſolve her 
Parliament; or on the other Side, by re- 
moving one Perſon from fo great a Truſt, 
to get clear of all her Difficulties at once. 
Her Majeſty therefore determined upon the 
latter, as the ſhorter and ſafer Courſe, and 
during the Receſs at Chriſtmaſs, ſent the 

Duke 
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Duke a Letter, to tell him ſhe had no far. 
ther Occaſion for his Service. 


Tur RRE hath not, perhaps, in the pre. 
ſent Age, been a clearer Inſtance to ſhey 


the Inſtability of all Greatneſs, which is nat 
founded upon Virtue, and it may be an In. 
ſtruction to Princes, who are well in the 
Hearts of their People, that the overgrown 
Power of any particular Perſon, although 
ſup exorbitant Wealth, can, bya 
little Refolution, be reduced in a Moment, 


without any dangerous Conſequences. This | 
Lord, who was beyond Compariſon, the 
greateſt Subject in Chriſtendom, found his 
Power, Credit, and Influence, crumble away 
on a ſudden, and except a few Friends, 
Followers by Inclination, the reft dropped 
off in Courſe ; from directing, in ſome Man 
ner, the Afﬀairs of Europe, he deſcended to 
be a Member of a Faction, and with little 
Diſtinction even there; that Virtue of ſub 
duing his Reſentments, for which he was ſo 
famed when he had little or no Occaſion 
to exert it, having now wholly forſaken him 
when he ſtood moſt in need of its Afliftance, 
and, upon Trial, was found unable to ben 
a Reverſe of Fortune, giving way to Rage, 
Impatience, Envy, and Diſcontent. 
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BOOK II. 


HE Houſe of Lords met upon the 
ſecond Day of January, according 
to their Adjournment; but before 
they could proceed to Buſineſs, the twelve 
new created Peers were, in the uſual Form, 
admitted to their Seats in that Aſſembly, 
who, by their Number, turned the Ballance 
on the Side of the Court, and voted an 
Adjournment to the ſame Day with the 
Commons. Upon the Fourteenth of Fa- 
mary, the two Houſes met ; but the Queen, 
who intended to be there in Perſon, ſent a 
Meſſage to inform them, that ſhe was pre- 
vent by a ſudden Return of the Gout, and 


BRBEE 


to defire they would adjourn for three 
„Days longer, when her Majeſty hoped ſhe 


4 ſhould be able to ſpeak to them.” How- 


ever, her Indiſpoſition ſtill continuing, Mr. 
Secretary St. John brought another Meſſage 
to the Houſe of Commons from the Queen, 
| containing the Subſtance of what ſhe in- 
tended to have ſpoken. *© That ſhe could 
no tell them, her Plenipotentiaries were 
arrived at Utrecht, and had begun, in 


* 


51 * Purſuance of her Inſtructions, to concert 


the moſt proper Ways of procuring a juſt 
| Satisfaction 


321 


& gatisfact ion to all Powers in Alliance with | 


& her, according to their ſeveral Treaties, 


„ and particularly with Relation to Spam 
& and the Het Indies; that ſhe promiſed to 


& communicate to them the Conditions of 
© Peace before the ſame ſhould be con- 


& cluded. That the World would now fee 
* how Groundleſs theſe Reports were, and 


„ without the leaſt Colour, That a ſeparate | 


„ Peace had been treated; that her Mi- 
* niſters were directed to propoſe, that a 


„Day might be fixed for the finiſhing, as 


* was done for the Commencement of this 
Treaty; and that in the mean time all 
% Preparations were haſtening for an carly 
Campaign, Sc.“ 

He R Majeſty's Endeavours towards this 
great Work, having been in ſuch a For- 
wardneſs, at the time that her Meflage was 
ſent, I ſhall here, as in the moſt proper 
Place, relate the ſeveral Steps, by which 
the Intercourſe between the Courts of Franc 
and Britain was begun and carried on. 


Tux Marquiſs De Torcy, ſent by the Moſt | 


Chriſtian King to the Hague, had there, in 
the Year 1709, made very advantageous 
Offers to the Allies, in his Maſter's Name; 
which our Minifters, as well as thoſe of the 
States, thought fit to refuſe, and advanced 
other Propoſals in their ſtead ; but of ſuch 
a Nature as no Prince could digeſt, who 
did not lie at the immediate Mercy of his 


Enemies. It was demanded among othet 


Things 
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Things, that the French King ſhould em- 
ploy his own Troops, in Conmunction with 
thoſe of the Allies, to drive his Grandſon 
out of Spain. The Propoſers knew very 
well, that the Enemy would never conſent 
to this, and if it were poſſible they could at 
firſt have any ſuch Hopes, Monſieur De 
Torcy aſſured them to the Contrary, in a 
manner which might well be believed; for 
when the Britiſh and Dutch Plenipotentiarics 
were drawing up their Demands, they de- 
ſired that Miniſter to aſſiſt them in the Stile 
and Expreſſion, which he very readily did, 
and made Uſe of the ſtrongeſt Words he 
could find to pleaſe them. He then in- 


ſiſted to know their laſt Reſolution, whether 


theſe were the loweſt Terms the Allies could 
accept ; and having received a determinate 
Anſwer in the Affirmative, he ſpoke to this 
Effect. 
* TH a T he thanked them heartily, for 
„ giving him the happieſt Day he had ever 
“ ſeen in his Life. That in perfect Obe- 
* dience to his Maſter he had made Con- 
“ ceſſions, in his own Opinion, highly de- 
* rogatory to the King's Honour and In- 
e tereſt. That he had not concealed the 
« Difficulties of his Court, or the Diſcontents 
* of his Country, by a long and unſucceſs- 
* ful War, which could only juſtify the 
large Offers he had been impowered to 
make. That the Conditions of Peace 
now delivered into his Hands, by the 
.-".00 Allies, 
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« Allies, would raiſe a new Spirit in the 
« Nation, and remove the greateſt Difh- 
e culty the Court lay under, by putting it 
& in his Maſter's Power to convince all his 
« Subjects, how earneſtly his Majeſty de- 
&« fired to eaſe them from the Burthen of 
« the War; but that his Enemies would 
4 not accept of any Terms which could 
* conſiſt either with their Safety or his Ho- 
& nour.” Monſieur De Torcy aſſured the 
Penſioner, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, and bid 
him count upon it, ** that the King his 
« Maſter would never fign thoſe Ar- 
& ticles.” | 


Ir ſoon appeared, that the Marquiſs De 


Torcy's Predictions were true; for upon de- 


livering to his Maſter the laſt Reſolutions of 
the Allies, that Prince took care to publiſh 
them all over his Kingdom, as an Appeal to 
his Subjects againſt the Unreaſonableneſs 
and Unjuſtneſs of his Enemies; which Pro- 
ceeding effectually anſwered the utmoſt he 
intended by it. For the French Nation, ex- 


tremely zealous for their Monarch's Glory, 
made univerſal Offers of their Lives and 


Fortunes, rather than ſubmit to ſuch igno- 
minious Terms; and the Clergy, in par- 


* 
- 


ticular, promiſed to give the King their 


conſecrated Plate towards continuing the 
War. Thus that mighty Kingdom, gene- 


rally thought to be exhanſted wholly of its | 


| 


Wealth, yet when driven to a Neceſſity, 
by the Imprudence of the Allies, or by the 
| 4 
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Corruption of particular Men who influenced 
their Counſels, recovered Strength enough 
to ſupport itſelf for three following Cam- 
paigns ; and in the laſt, by the fatal Blind- 
neſs or Obſtinacy of the Dutch (venturing 
to act without the Aſſiſtance of Britain which 
they had ſhamefully abandoned) was an 
Overmatch for the whole Confederate Army. 
Thoſe, who in order to defend the Proceed- 
ings of the Allies, have given an Account of 
this Negociation, do wholly omit the Cir- 


cumſtance I have now related, and expreſs 


the Zeal of the Brit; and Dutch Miniſters 
for a Peace, by informing us how frequently 
they ſent after Monſieur De Torcy, and Mon- 
ſieur Rouille, for a farther Conference. But 
in the mean time, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Se- 
cretary to the Queen's Plenipotentiaries, 
was diſpatched over hither, to have theſe 
abortive Articles ſigned and ratified by her 
Majeſty at a Venture ; which was accordingly 
done. A Piece of Management altogether 
ablurd, and without Example, contrived 
only to deceive our People into a Belief tat 
a Peace was intended, and to ſhew what 

great Things the Miniſtry deſigned to do. 
Bur this Hope expiring, upon the News 
that France had refuled to fign thoſe Ar- 
ticles, all was ſolved by Recourſe to the old 
Topick of the French Perfidiouſneſs; we 
loaded them plentifully with ignominious 
Appellations ; they were a Nation never to 
be truſted ; the Parliament chearfully con- 
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tinucd their Supplies, and the War went 
on. 

Tur Winter following began the ſecond 
and laſt Seſſion of the preceding Parliament, 
noted for the Trial of Dr. Sacheveral and the 
Occaſions thereby given to the People to diſ- 
cover and exert their Diſpoſitions, very op- 
poſite to the Deſigns of thoſe who were then 
in Power. In the Summer of 1710, enſued 
a gradual Change of the Miniltry ; and in 
the Beginning of that Winter the preſent 
Parliament was called. 

Tur King of France, whoſe real Intereſts 
made him ſincerely deſirous of any tolerable 
Peace, found it impoſſible to treat upon 
equal Conditions with either of the two Ma- 
ritime Powers engaged againſt him, becauſe 
of the Prevalency of Factions in both, who 
acted in Concert to their mutual private Ad- 
vantage, although directly againſt the ge- 
neral Diſpoſitions of the People, in either, 
as well as againſt their ſeveral Maxims of 


Government; but, upon the great Turn of 


Affairs and Counſels here in Exgland, the 
New Parliament and Miniſters acting from 
other Motives and upon other Principles, 


that Prince hoped an Opportunity might 


ariſe of reſuming his Endeavours towards 
a Peace. | 
THERE was at this time in England, a 
French Ecclefiaſtick called the Abbe Gualtier, 
who had reſided ſeveral Years in London un- 
der the Protection of ſome foreign Miniſters, 


in 


' 


| 
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in whoſe Families he uſed upon occaſion 
to exerciſe his Function of a Prieſt. After 
the Battle of Zlenheim, this Gentleman went 
down to Nottingham, where ſeveral French 
Priſoners of Quality were kept, to whom he 
rendered thoſe Offices of Civility ſuit: be 
to Perſons in their Condition, which, upon 
their Return to France they reported to his 
Advantage; among the reſt, the Chevalier 
de Ca told his Brother, the Marquiſs De 
Torcy, that when ever the French Court 
would have a mind to make Overtures of 
Peace with England, Monſieur Gualtier might 
be very uſefully employ ed in handing them 
to the Miniſters here. This was no farther 
thought on at prefent; in the mean time 
the War went on, and the Conferences at 
the Hague and C ertruidenterg, mii carried by 
the Allies inſiſting upon ſuch Demands as 
they neither expected, nor, perhaps, deſired 
ſhould be granted. Some time in July 
1710, Monſieur Guallier received a Letter 
from the Marquiſs De Torch, ſignifying, that 
a Report being ſpread of her Majeſty's Inten- 
tions to change her Niiniſtry, to take 
Mr. Harley into her Counſels, and to diſſolve 
her Parliament; the Moſt Chriſtian King 
thought it might be now a favourable Con- 
juncture to offer new Propoſals of a Treaty; 


| Monſieur Cualtier was therefore directed to 


apply himſelf, in the Marquiſs's Name, either 


to the Duke of Shrewsbury, the Earl of Zer/ey, 
or Mr. Harley, and inform the French Court 
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how ſuch a Propoſition would be reliſhed. 
Gualtier choſe to deliver his Meſſage to the 
ſecond of thoſe, who had been Ambaſſador 
from the late King to France ; but the Earl 
excuſed himſelf from entering into Parti- 
culars with a Stranger, and a private Perſon, 
who had no Authority for what he faid, 
more than a Letter from Monſieur De 
Torcy. Gualtier offered to procure another 
from that Miniſter to the Earl himſelf, and 
did fo in a Month after, but obtained . no. 
Anſwer till December following, when the 
Queen had made all neceſſary Changes, and 
tammoned a free Parliament to her Wiſhes. 
About the Beginning of Zanuary, the Abbe 
(after having procured his Diſmiſſion from 
Count Gal/as, the Emperor's Envoy, at that 
time his Protector) was ſent to Paris to in- 
form Monſieur De Torcy, that her Majeſty 
would be willing his Maſter ſhould reſume 
the Treaty with Holland, provided the De- 
mands of England might pgeviouſly be 
granted. Guallier came back, after a ſhort 
ſtay, with a Return to his Meſſage, that 
* the Dutch had uſed the Moſt Chriſtian 
King and his Miniſters, in ſuch a Manner, 
both at the Hague and Gertruidenberg, as 
| © made that Prince reſolve not to expoſe 

„ himſelf any more to the like Treatment; 
„that he therefore choſe to addreſs himſelf 
to England, and was ready to make what- 
* ever Offers her Majeſty could reaſonably 
expect for the Advantage of her own 


Kingdoms, 
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& Kingdoms, and the Satisfacttion of her 
« Allies. 

AFTER the Meſſage had been duly 
conſidered by the Queen and her Miniſters, 
Monſieur Gualtier was diſpatched a ſecond 
Time to France, about the Beginning of 
March 1710, with an Anſwer to the follow- 
ing Purpoſe :- That ſince France had 
their particular Reaſons for not beginning 
“ again to treat with Holland, England was 
« willing to remove that Difficulty, and 
© propoled it ſhould be done in this Man- 
© ner; That France ſhould ſend over hi- 
ether the Propoſitions for a Treaty, which 
* ſhould be tranſmitted by England to Hol- 
% land, to be jointly treated on that Side 
© of the Water. But it was to be under- 
„ ſtood, that the ſame Propoſition formerly 
4 offered to Holland, was to be made to 
« England, or one not leſs Advantageous 
„to the Allies; for though England would 
© enter moſt ſincerely into ſuch a Treaty, 
4 and ſhew in the Courſe of it the Clear- 
4 neſs of her Intentions; yet they could 
©* not, with Honour, entertain a leſs be- 
4 neficial Propoſal than what was offered to 
„ the States. That Prince as well as his 
Miniſter, Monſieur de Torcy, either felt or 
affected ſo much Reſentment of the Uſage 
the Latter had met at the Hague and Ger- 
truidenberg, that they appeared to be fully 
determined againſt making any Application 
to the States, where the lame Perſons con- 
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tinued fill in Power, of whoſe Treatment 
they ſo heavily complained ; they ſeemed 
altogether to diſtruſt the Inclination of that 
Republic towards a Peace, but at the ſame 
time ſhewed a mighty Complaiſance to the 
Engliſþ Nation, and a Deſire to have her 
Majeſty at the Head of a Treaty. This 
appears by the firſt Overtures in Form, ſent 
from that Kingdom, and ſigned by Monſieur 
De Tarcy on the Twenty-ſecond of April 
3711, New Stile, to the following Effect. 

„ THAT as it could not be doubted 
© but the King was in a Condition of con- 
* tinuing the War with Honour, ſo it could 
4 not be looked on as a Mark of Weakneſs 
& in his Majeſty to break the Silence he 
„ had kept ſince the Conferences at Ger- 
* ?ruidenberg, and that before the Opening 
* of the Campaign; he now gives farther 
* Proof of the Defire he always had to 
* procure the Repoſe of Europe; but after 
*« what he hath found, by Experience, of the 
* Sentiments of thoſe Perſons who now go- 
© verned the Republic of Holland, and of 
* their Induſtry in rendering all Negocia- 
* tions without Effect, his Majeſty will, for 
* the Public Good, offer to the Engliſh Na- 
* tion thoſe Propoſitions, which he thinks 


fit to make, for terminating the War, and 


« for ſettling the Tranquillity of Europe upon 
** a ſolid Foundation. It is with this View, 
© that he offers to enter into a Treaty of 

Peace 


| 


161 
& Peace, founded on the following Con- 
© ditions. . 

« Firft, T n E Engliſh Nation ſhall have real 
& Securities for carrying on their Trade in 
« Spain, the Indies, and Ports of the Mediter- 
© rancan. h 

&« Secondly, Tur King will conſent to 
* form a ſufficient Barrier in the Low-Coun- 
& tries for the Security of the Republic of 
„ FH:illand; and this Barrier ſhall be ſuch as 
England ſhall agree upon and approve ; 
his Majeſty promiſing, at the ſame time, 
an entire Liberty and Security to the 
Trade of the Dutch. 

% Thirdly, A LL reaſonable Methods ſhall 
« be thought on, with Sincerity and Truth, 
4 for giving Satisfaction to the Allies of 
England and Holland. 

% Fourthly, WHERE as the Affairs of 
© the King of Spain are in ſo good Condi- 
tion, as to furniſh new Expedients for 
putting an End to the Diſputes about that 
* Monarchy, and for ſettling it to the Sa- 
4 tisfaction of the ſeveral Parties concerned, 
„all ſincere Endeavours ſhall be uſed, for 
* ſurmounting the Difficulties ariſen upon 
* this Occaſion, and the Trade and In- 
< tereſt of all Parties engaged in the pre- 
* ſent War, ſhall be ſecured. 

« Fifthly, Tun Conferences, in order 
© to treat of a Peace upon theſe Conditions, 
fall immediately be opened, and the 
E Plenipotentiaries whom the King ſhall 
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*© name to aſſiſt thereat, ſhall treat with 


4 thoſe of England and Holland, either alone 
© or in Conjunction with thoſe of their Al- 
lies, as England ſhall chooſe. 

« Sixthly, His Majeſty propoſes the 
« Towns of Aix la Chapelle or Liege, for the 
« Place where the Plenipotentiaries ſhall 
&« aſſemble, leaving the Choice likewiſe to 
& England, of either of the ſaid Towns 
« wherein to treat a General Peace.” 

Tus E Overtures, although expreſſing 
much Confidence in the Miniſtry here, the 
great Deference to the Queen, and Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt the Dutch, were imme- 
diately tranſmitted by her Majeſty's Com- 
mands, to her Ambaſſador in Holland, with 
Orders, that they ſhonld be communicated 
to the Penſionary. The Abbe Gualtier was 
deſired to ſignify this Proceeding to the Mar- 
quits De Torcy, and at the ſame time to let 
that Miniſter underſtand, that ſome of the 
above Articles ought to be explained. The 
Lord Raby, now Earl of Strafford, was direct- 
ed to tell the Penſionary, that her Majeſty 
being reſolved, in making Peace as in 

making War, to act in perfect Concert 
with the States, would not loſe a Mo- 
ment in tranſmitting to him a Paper of 
this Importance. That the Queen earn- 
eſtly deſired the Secret might be kept, 
among as few as poſſible; and that ſhe 
hoped the Penſionary would adviſe, upon 
this Occaſion, with no Perſon whatſoever, 


except 


cc 
cc 


4 
* CO RI. ko — 


w Ow 


CES 


3 


« except ſuch as by the Conſtitution of that 
4 Government are unavoidably neceſlary ; 
« that the Terms of the ſeveral Propoſi- 
& tions were, indeed, too general, but 
© however they contained an Offer to 
&« treat; and that although there appeared 
« an Air of Complaiſance to England, 
through the whole Paper, and the con- 
e trary to Holland, yet this could have no 
ill Conlequence, as long as the Queen 
« and the States took care to underſtand 
« each other, and to act with as little Re- 
© ſerve as became two Powers fo nearly 
„ allied in Intereſt, which Rule ſhould, on 
„the Part of Britain, be inviolable.”” It 
was likewiſe ſignified to the Penſionary, 
that the Duke of Marlborough. had no Com- 
munication of this Affair from England, and 
that it was ſuppoſed he would have none 
from ihe Hague. Aſter theſe Propoſals had 
been conſidered in Holland, the Ambaſſador 
was directed to ferd back the Opinion of 
the Dich Miniſters upon them. T he Court 
here was, indeed, apprehenſive, that the 
Penſionary would be alarmed at the whole 
Frame ci Monſieur De Torcy's Paper, and 
particulirly at thoſe Expreſſions, that the 
Englif/ hall have real Securities for their 
Triade, Sc. and that the Barrier for the 
States-General ſhall be ſuch as Exgland ſhall 
agree wuon and approve. It was natural to 
think, that the Fear which the Dutch would 
conceive of our obtaining advantageous 

Terms 
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Terms for Britain, might put them upon 
trying underhand for themſelves, and en- 
deavouring to over-reach us in the Ma- 
nagement of the Peace, as they had hi- 
therto done in that of the War; the Am- 
baſſador was therefore cautioned, to be very 
watchful in diſcovering any Workings which 
might tend that Way. | 

Wurx the Lord Raby was firſt ſent 
to the Hague, the Duke of Marlborough and 
Lord Townſend had, for very obvious Rea- 
ſons, uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to in- 
volve him in as many Difficulties as they 
could; upon which, and other Accounts 
needleſs to mention, it was thought pro- 
per that his Grace, then in Flanders, ſhould 
not be let into the Secret of this Affair. 

TRE French Propoſal of Aix or Liegs, 
for a Place of Treaty, was only a farther 
Mark of their old Diſcontent againſt Fol-. 
Jand, to ſhew they would not name any 
Town which belonged to the States. 

TAE Penſionary having conſulted thoſe 
who had been formerly employed in the 
Negociations of Peace, and enjoined them 
the utmoſt Secrecy, to avoid the Jealouſy of 
the Foreign Miniſters there, defired the 
Ambaſſador to return her Majeſty Thanks 
for the obliging Manner of communicating 
the French Overtures, for the Confidence ſhe 
placed in the States, and for her Promiſe of 


making no ſtep towards a Peace, but in con- 


cert with them; aſſuring her of the like on 
; their 
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their Part; that although the States endea- 
voured to hide it from the Enemy, they 


were as weary of the War as we, and very 


heartily deſirous of a good and laſting Peace, 
as well as ready to join in any Method, by 
which her Majeſty ſhould think proper to 
obtain it ; that the States looked upon 
theſe Propolitions as very dark and gene- 
ral ; and they obſerved how the Enemy 
would create Jealouſies between the Queen, 


their Republic, and the other Allies; but 


they were fatisfied it would have no Effect, 
and relied entirely on the Juſtice and Pru- 
dence of her Majeſty, who, they doubted 
not, would make the French explain 
themſelves, particularly in the ſeveral Points 
of their Propoſals, and ſend a Plan of the 
particular Conditions whereupon they would 
make a Peace ; after which the States would 
be ready either to join with her Majeſty, 
or to make their Objections, and were pre- 
pared to bring with them all the Facility 
imaginable towards promoting ſo good a 
Work. 

THr1s is the Sum of the Verbal An- 
ſwer, made by the Penſionary, upon com- 
municating to him the French Propoſals; 


and I have choſen to ſet it down, rather 


than tranſcribe the other given to the Am- 
baſſador ſome Days after, which was more in 
Form and to the ſame Purpoſe, but ſhorter, 


| and, in my Opinion, not ſo well diſco- 


3 vering 


[ 66 ] 
vering the true Diſpoſition of the Dutch 
Miniſters. 

Fo x after the Queen had tranſmitted 
the French Overtures to Flolland, and the 
States found her Majeſty was bent, in 
earneſt, upon the Thoughts of a Peace, they 
began to caſt about how to get the Nego- 
ciation into their own Hands ; they knew 
that whatever Power received the firſt Pro- 

ſals would be wife enough to ſtipulate 
omething for themſelves, as they had done 
in their own Caſe, both at the Hague and 
Gertruidenberg, where they carved as they 
pleaſed, without any Regard to the Intereſt 


of their nearer Allies. For this Reaſon, while 


they endeavoured to amuſe the Britiſh Court 
with Expoſtulations upon the ſeveral Preli- 
minaries lent from France, Monſteur Petecum, 
a forward meddling Agent of Z:fte:n, who 
had reſided ſome Years in Holland, nego- 
ciated with Hienſius the Grand Penſionary, 
as well as with with Yanderduſſen and Buys, 


about reſtoring the Conferences between | 
France and that Republic, broke off in Ger- | 


truidenberg; purſuant to which, about the 
End of May N. S. 1711, Petecum wrote to 
the Marquits de Torcy, with the Privity of the 
Penſionary, and probably of the other two, 


the Subſtance of .his Letter was to inform | 


the Marquiſs, that Things might eafily 
* beditpoſed, fo as to ſettle aCorreſpondence 


between that Crown and the Republic, | 


in order to renew the Treaty of Peace; 
6« that 
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& that this could be done with the greater 
« Secrecy, becauſe Monſieur Hienſius, by 
« Virtue of his Oath as Penſionary, might 
« keep any Affair private as long as he 


thought neceſſary, and was not obliged 


« to communicate it, until he believed 
« Things were ripe; and as long as he 
“ concealed it from his Maſters, he was 
4 not bound to diſcover it, either to the 
« Miniſters of the Emperor, or thoſe of her 
« Britiſh Majeſty ; that ſince England thought 
« it proper for King Charles to continue the 
% whole Campaign in Catalonia (though 
he ſhould be choſen Emperor) in order 
© to ſupport the War in Spain, it was ne- 
ceſſary for France to treat in the moſt 
«* ſecret Manner with the States, who were 
© not now fo violent, as formerly, againſt 
„having Philip on the Spaniſh Throne, 
& upon certain Conditions for ſecuring their 
Trade, but were jealous of England's 
« Deſign to fortify ſome trading Towns in 
„ Spam for themſelves ; that Hicnſius ex- 
« tremely deſired to get out of the War, for 
* ſome Reaſons, which he ( Petecum) was 
** not permitted to tell, and that Y ander- 
* duſſen and Buys were impatient to have 


the Negociations with France once more 


* ſet on Foot, which, if Monſ. de Torcy 
thought fit to conſent to, Petecum en- 
* gaged that the States would det nine 
* to ſettle the Preliminaries in the Mid- 
* way between Paris and the Hague, with 
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« whatever Miniſters the moſt Chriſtian 
« King ſhould pleaſe to employ.” But 
Mnf. Torcy refuſed this Overture, and in 
his Anſwer to Monſ. Petecum, aſſigned for 
the Reaſon, the Treatment his Maſter's 
former Propoſals had met with at the 
Hagne and Gertruidenberg, from the Miniſters 
of Holland. 

BRITAIN and Holland ſeemed pretty 
well agreed, that thoſe Propoſals were too 
looſe and imperfect to be a Foundation for 
entering upon a general Treaty, and Monſ. 


Gualtier was deſired to ſignify to the French 


Court, that it was expected they ſhould 
explain themſelves more particularly on the 
ſeveral Articles. 

BuT in the mean time the Queen was 
firmly reſolved, that the Intereſts of her 
own Kingdom ſhould not be neglected at 
this Juncture, as they had formerly twice 
been, while the Dutch were principal Ma- 


nagers of a Negociation with France. Her | 


Majeſty had given early and frequent No- 
tice to the States, of the general Diſpo- 
fition of her People towards a Peace, of 
her own Inability to continue the War upon 
the old Foot, under the Diſadvantage of 
unequal Quota's, and the univerial Back- 
wardneſs of her Allies. She had likewiſe 
informed them of ſeveral Advances made 


to her on the Side of France, which ſhe had | 


refuſed to hearken to, till ſhe had conſulted 


derates, 


with thoſe her good Friends and Confe- | 
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derates, and heard their Opinion on that 
Subject; but the Dutch, who apprehended 


nothing more than to fee Britain at the 
Head of a Treaty, wcre backward and 


ſullen, diſliked all Propoſals by the Queen's 


Intervention, and ſaid it was a Piece of Ar- 
tiice of France, to divide the Allies: Be- 
ſides, they knew the Xliniſtry was young, 
and the oppoſite Faction had given them 
Aſſurances, that the People of England would 
never endure a Peace without Spain, nor 


the Men in Power dare to attempt it, after 


the Reſolutions of one Houſe of Parliament 
to the contrary. But in the midſt of this 
Unwillingneſs to receive any Overtures 
from France by the Queen's Hands, the 
Dutch Miniſters were actually engaged in 
a Correſpondence with that Court, where 
they urged our Inability to begin a Treaty, 
by reaſon of thoſe Factions, which them- 
ſelves had inflamed, and were ready to 
commence a Negociation upon much eaſier 
Terms than what they ſuppoſed we de- 
manded : For, not to mention the Duke 
of Lorrain's Interpoſition in Behalf of Hol- 
land, which France abſolutely refuſed to 
accept, the Letters ſent from the Dutch to 
that Court, were ſhewn ſome Months after 
to a Britiſh Miniſter there, which gave 
much Weight to Monſ. Torcy's Infinuations, 
that he knew where to meet with more 
Compliance, if the Neceſſity of Affairs 
ſhould force him to it by our Reſuſal; and 

the 
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the Violence of the States againſt our en- 


tertaining of that Correſpondence, was only 
becauſe they knew theirs would never be 
accepted, at leaſt till ours were thrown 
off. 

Tus Queen, ſenſible of all this, reſolved 
to provide for her own Kingdoms ; and 
having therefore prepared ſuch Demands 
for her principal Allies, as might be a 
Ground tor proceeding to a general Treaty, 


without pretending to adjuſt their ſeveral 


Intereſts, the reſolved to ſtipulate, in a | 
particular manner, the Advantage of Bri- 
4ain: The following Preliminary Demands | 
were accordingly drawn up in order to be 
tranſmitted to France. 


© GREAT BRITAIN will not en- 
6 ter into any Negociation of Peace, other- 
« wife than upon theſe Condions obtained 
„ before-hand. 

„ THAT the Union of the Crowns of 
& France and Spain ſhall be prevented; 
that Satisfaction ſhall be given to all the 
« Allies, and Trade ſettled and maintained. 

Ir France be diſpoſed to treat upon | 
4 this View, it is not to be doubted, that 
* the following Propoſitions will be found 
« reaſonable. 


"WI 


«© A BARRIER ſhall be formed in the 


«© Low-Countries for the States-General, 
and their Trade ſhall be ſecured. : | 
"4 
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« A BARRIER likewiſe ſhall be formed 


« for the Empire. 
« THE Pretenſions of all the Allies, 


4 founded upon former Treaties, ſhall be 


regulated and determined to their ge- 
« neral Satisfaction. 

« Ix order to make a more equal Bal- 
e lance of Power in /taly, the Domains and 
« Territories, which in the Reginning of 
the preſent War belonged to the Duke of 
© Savoy, and are now in the Poſſeſſion of 


France, ſhall be reſtored to his Royal 


„ Highneſs, and ſuch other Places in Hal/ 
4 ſhall be yielded to him, as will be found 
&« neceſſary and agreeable to the Senſe of 
former Treaties made with that Prince, 

* As to Great Britain in particular, the 
** Succefſion to the Crown of the Kingdoms, 
* according to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
* ſhall be acknowledged. 

Ag Treaty of Commerce between 
* Great B, itain and France ſhall be made 


l after the moſt juſt and reaſonable Man- 
| © ner. Dunkirk ſhall be demoliſhed, Gib- 


* raltar and Portmahon ſhall remain in the 
Hands of the preſent Poſſeſſors. 

Tur Engliſb ſhall have the Aſienta in 
* the ſame manner the French now enjoy 
Hit; and ſuch Places in the Spaniſh Weſi- 


© Indies ſhall be aſſigned to thoſe con- 


* cerned in this Traffic, for the Refreſh- 


| © ment and Sale of their Negroes, as ſhall 


. | © be found neceſſary and convenient. 


* ALL 
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* ALL Advantages, Rights, and Pri- 
vileges, already granted, or which may 
hereafter be granted by Spain to the 
Subjects of France, or to any other Na- 
tion whatſoever, ſhall be equally granted 
to the Subjects of Great Britain. 
« AND for better ſecaring the Brit 
Trade in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, certain 
Places, to be named in the Treaty of 
Peace, ſhall be put into the Poſſeſſion of 
the Eugliſb. 

«© Newfoundland, with the Bay and 


Streights of Hudſon, ſhall be entirely re- 


ſtored to the Engliſb ; and Great Britain 
and France ſhall ſeverally keep and 
poſſeſs all thoſe Countries and Territo- 
ries in North America, which each of 
theſe ſaid Nations ſhall be in Poſſeſſion 
of at the Time when the Ratification of 
this Treaty ſhall be publiſhed in thoſe 
Parts of the World. | 

„ Theſe Demands, and all offer Pro- 
ceedings between Great Britain and 
France, ſhall be Kept inviolably ſecret, 
until they are publiſhed by the murual 
Conſent of both Parties.” 


Tais laſt Article was not only in- 
tended for avoiding, if poſſible, the Jea- 
louſy of the Dutch, but to prevent the 
Clamour of the Abettors here at home, 
who under the pretended Fear of our doing 
Injuſtice to the States, by acting without 

the 
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the Privity of that Republic, in order to 
make a ſeperate Peace, would be ready to 
drive on the worſt Deſigns a gainſt the 
Queen and Miniſtry, in order to recover 


the Power they had loſt. 


In June 1711, Mr. Prior, a Perſon of 
great Diſtinction, not only on account of 
his Wit, but for his Abilities in the Ma- 
nagement of Afﬀairs, and who had been 
formerly employed at the French Court, was 
diſpatched thither by her Majeſty with the 


| foregoing Demands. This Gentleman was 
received at Verſailles with great Civility. 


The King declared, that no Proceeding 
in order to a general Treaty, would be to 
agreeable to him, as by the Intervention 
of England, and that his Majeſty, being 
defirous to contribute with all his Power 


towards the Repoſe of Europe, did anſwer 
to the Demands which had been made: 


„That he would conſent freely and fin- 
« cerely to all juſt and reaſonable Methods 


“ for hindering the Crowns of France and 
Spain from ever being united under the 


* fame Prince; his Majeſty being per- 
* ſuaded that ſuch an Exceſs of Power 
* would be as contrary to the general Good 
and Repoſe of Europe, as it was oppoſite 
to the Will of the late Catholick King 
* Charles the Second: He faid his Inten- 
tion was, that all Parties in the preſent 


War ſhould find their reaſonable Satiſ- 
faction in the intended Treaty of Peace, 


and 
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* and that Trade ſhould be ſettled and 
© maintained for the future, to the Ad- 
&* vantage of theſe Nations which formerly 
= poſſeſſed it. | 

THAT as the King will exactly ob- 
© ſerve the Conditions of Peace, whenever 
it ſhall be concluded, and as the Object 
* he propoſeth to himſelf is to ſecure the 


Frontiers of his own Kingdom, without 


„giving any fort of Diſturbance to his 
e Neighbours, he promiſe:h to agree, that 
*© by the future Treaty of Peace, the Dutch 
& ſhall be put into Poſlethon of all for- 
4 tified Places as ſhall be ſpecified in the 
« ſaid Treaty, to ſerve for a Barrier to that 
4 Republic againſt all Attempts on the 
Side of France; he engages likewiſe to 
give all neceſlary Securities for removing 
the Jealouſies raiſed among the German 
** Princes, of his Majeſty's Deſigns. 


* THAT when the Conferences, in | 


order to a general Treaty, ſhall be 
formed, all the Pretenſions of the ſeveral 
* Princes and States, engaged in the pre- 
* ſent War, ſhall be fairly and amicably 
* diſcuſſed ; nor ſhall any thing be omit- 
ted, which may regulate and determine 


them to the Satisfaction of all Parties. 
* THAT, purſuant to the Demands | 


* made by England, his Majeſty promiſes 

to reſtore to the Duke of SE thoſe 

* Demeſnes and Territories which be- 

-* longed to that Prince at the Beginning 
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„of this War, and which his Majeſty is 
„now in Poſſeſſion of; and the King 
4 conſents further, that fuch other Places 
* in /taly ſhall be yielded to the Duke of 
% Savcy, as ſhall be found neceſſary, ac- 
* cording to the Senſe of thoſe Treaties 
made between the ſaid Duke and his 
4 Allies. 

Tua the King's Sentiments of the 
* preſent Government of Great Britain, the 
8 Declaration he made in Holland, 
of his Reſolution to treat of Peace by 
* Applications to the Engliſh, the Aſſurances 
* he had given of engaging the King of 
Spain to leave Gibraltar in our Hands 
“(all which are convincing Proofs of his 
perfect Eſteem for a Nation ſtill in War 
« with him) leave no Room to doubt of 
* his Majeſty's Inclination to give England 
all Securities and Advantages for their 
* Trade, which they can reaſonably de- 


mand: But as his Majeſty cannot per- 


* ſuade himſelf, that a Government, ſo 
* clear- ſighted as ours, will inſiſt upon 
* Conditions which muſt abſolutely de- 
* troy the Trade of France and Spain, 
* as well as that of all other Nations of 
* Europe, he thinks the Demands made by 


 * Great Britain, may require a more par- 


* ticular Diſcuſſion. 
- Tuer upon this Foundation the 
King thought the beſt way of 2 
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& and perfecting a Negociation, the Be- 
* ginning of which he had ſeen with ſo 
& much Satisfaction, would be to ſend 
4 * into England a Perſon inſtructed in his 
1 © Intention, and authorized by him to 
þ * agree upon Securities for ſettling the 
4 * Trade of the Subjects of England, and | 
[ ** thoſe particular Advantages to be ſtipu- 
ll ** lated in their Favour, without deſtroy | 
# ing the Trade of the French and Spa- 
1 & atards, or of other Nations in Chriſten | 
4 dom. 

** THAT therefore his Majeſty had| ; 
* charged the Perſon choſen for this Com- | 
** mithon, to anſwer the other Articles of | | 
the Memorial given him by Mr Prior, | \ 

L 
d 


1 the Secret of which ſhould be exactly 
1 ** obſerved.” | 
1 MoNns1EUR de Torcy had, for ſome Years 
" paſſed, uſed all his Endeavours to incline} 2 
his Maſter towards a Peace, purſuant to] K 
| the Maxim of his Uncle Colbert, that a} 00 
1 long War was not for the Intereſt of| C 
1 France. It was for this Reaſon, the King | ge 
made Choice of him in the Conferences | t. 
at the Hague, the bad Succeſs whereof, | W 
although it filled him with Reſentments| fei 
againſt the Dutch, did not alter his Opt-| te: 
nion; but he was violently oppoſed by 2 i 
Party both in the Court and Kingdom, who in 
pretended to fear he would facrifice the} pe 
Glory of the Prince and Country, by * Int 
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large Conceſſions, or perhaps would rather 
with, that the firſt Offers ſhould have been 
ſtill made to the Dutch, as a People more 
likely to be leſs follicitous about the Inte- 
reſt of Britain, than her Majeſty would cer- 
tainly be for theirs; and the particular De- 
fign of Mr. Priar's Journey was to find 
out whether that Miniſter had Credit enough 
with his Prince, and a Support from others 
in Power, ſufficient to overrule the Faction 
againſt Peace. 

Mar. Prior's Journey could not be ke 
a Secret, as the Court here at firſt ſeemed 
to intend it: He was diſcovered at his Re- 
turn, by an Officer of the Port at Dover, 
where he landed after fix Weeks Abſence; 
upon which the Dutch Gazettes and Eugiiſb 
N:ws-papers were full of Speculations. 

Ar the fame Time with Mr. Prior, there 
arrived from France, Mont. Meſnager, 
Knight of the Order of St. Miuhbael, and 
one of the Council of Trade to the Moſt 
Chriſtian King: His Commithon was in 
general, empowering him to treat with 
the Minifter of any Princes engaged in the 
War againſt his Mafter. In his firſt Con- 
frrences with the Qusen's Miniſters, he pre- 
tended Orders to inſiſt, that her Majeſty 
ſhould enter into particular Engagements 
mn ſcveral Articles, which did not de- 
pend upon her, but concerned only the 
Intereſt of 132 Allies, reciprocally with 
thoſe of the muſt Chriſtian King ; whereas 
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the Negociation had begun upon this Prin- 
ciple ; That France ſhould conſent to ad- 
uſt the Intereſts of Great Britain in the firſt 
Place, whereby her Majeſty would be after- 
wards enabled, by her good Offices on all 
Sides, to facilitate the general Peace. The 
Queen reſolved never to depart from this 
Principle, but was abſolutely determined 
to remit the particular Intereſts of the Allies 
to general Conferences, where ſhe would 
do the utmoſt in her Power to procure the 
Repoſe of Europe, and the Satisfaction of 
all Parties. It was plain France could 
run no Hazard by this Proceeding, becauſe 


the Preliminary Articles would have no 
Force before a general Peace was ſigned ; | 
therefore it was not doubted, but Mon. 


Meſnager would have Orders to wave this 
new Pretenſion, and go on in treating up- 
on that Foot which was at firſt propoſed. 
In ſhort, the Miniſters required a poſitive 
and ſpeedy Anſwer to the Articles in 
Queſtion, fince they contained only ſuch 
Advantages and Securities as her Majeſty 


thought the had a Right to require from 
any Prince whatſoever, to whom the Do- | 


| minions of Spain ſhould happen to fall. 
THe particular Demands of Britain were 
formed into eight Articles; to which Monl. 
Maßnager, having tranſmitted them to his 
Court and received new Powers from thence, 


had Orders to give his Maſter's Conſent, by | 


way of Anſwers to the ſeveral Pcints, to be 
obligatory 


( 


| 


7 


1791 
obligatory only after a general Peace. 
Theſe Demands, together with the An- 
ſwers of the French King, were drawn up 


and ſigned by Monſ. M/ nager; and her Ma- 


jeſty's two Principal Secretaries of State; 


whereof I ſhall here preſent an Extract to 
the Reader. 

In the Preamble, the moſt Chriſtian 
King ſets forth, That being particularly 
informed, by the laſt Memorial which the 
* Britiſþ Miniſters delivered to Monſ. A/ 
nager, of the Diſpolitions of this Crown 
* to facilitate a general Peace, to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the ſeveral Parties concern- 
ed; and his Majeſty finding in Effect, as 
the ſaid Memorial declares, that he runs 
* no Hazard by engaging himſelt in the 
manner there expretled, ſince the Pre- 
* liminary Articles will be of no Force, 
until the ſigning of the general Peace; 
and being ſincerely deſirous to advance, 
to the utmoſt of his Power, the Repoſe of 
Europe, eſpecially by a way ſo agreeable 
as the Interpoſition of a Princeſs, whom 
* ſo many Ties of Blood ought to unite 
to him, and whoſe Sentiments for the 
* Public Tranquillity cannot be doubted ; 
his Majeſty, moved by theſe Conſide- 
* rations, hath ordered Monſ. Meſnager, 
Knight, Sc. to give the following Ar- 
„ ſwers in Writing, to the Articles con- 
* tained in the Memorial tranſmitted to 
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him, entitled, Preliminary Demands for 
Great Britain in particular.“ 

The Articles were theſe that follow. 

* Fir, Tur Succeſſion to the Crown 
to be acknowledged according to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment. 

« Sccomdly, A new Treaty of Com- 
merce between Great Britain and France, 
to be made after the moſt juſt and rea- 
ſonable manner. 

* Third'y, Dunkirk to be demoliſhed. 
* Fonrthly, Gibraltar and P:rtmahon to 
continue in the Hands of thoſe who. now 
voſTeis them. 

% fFiftlly, Tur Afiento (or Liberty of 
ſelling Negroes to the Spanib Yeft-Indies) 


to be granted to the Euch, in as full 


2 manner as the French poſſeſs it at 
preſent; and ſuch Places in the ſaid 
Hel- Indies to be aſſigned to the Perſons 
concerned in this Trade, for the Refreſſi- 
ment and Sale of their Negroes, as ſhall 
be found neceſſary and convenient. 

* Sixthly, WaaTever Advantages, Pri- 
vilzges, and Rights, are already, or may 
hereafter be granted, by Spain to the 
Subjects of France, or any other Nation, 
ſhall be equally granted to the Subjects 
of Great Britain. 


+ Seventily, For better protecting their 


T7 105 in the Spaniſh FW/eft-lndies, the 


ml be put into Poſſeſſion of | 
& ſuch 
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ſuch Places as ſhall be named in the 
Treaty of Peace. | 

« Or as an Equivalent for this Art:- 
cle, that the 4/719 be granted to 
Britain for the Term of thirty Lens, 
that the Iſle of St. C iipher's be like- 
wiſe ſecured to the EV. 

«© Tar the Advantages and Exemp- 
tion from Duties, promiſed by Noni. 
Mzſnager, which be attirms will amount 
to fifteen per Cn. upon all Goods of the 
Growth and Manufacture of Craft E: ion, 
be effectually atiun<d. 

«© THAT whercas on the Side of the 
River of Plate, the Eg//5 are not in 
Poſſeſſion of any Cotonv, a certain Ex- 
tent of Territory be allo cd them on 
the ſaid River, for refreſhing and keep- 
ing their Negroes, til! they are fold to 
the Spamards ; ſubjc&t nevertheleſs to 
the Inſpection of an Officer appointed 
by Spain. 

Eigbilly. Newfoundland, and the Bay 
and Streights of Hud/an, ſhall be entirely 
reſtored to the Exgliſb, and Great Britain 
and France ſhall reſpectively keep what- 
ever Dominions in Noth America each 
of them ſhall be in Poſſeſſion of, when 
the Ratification of this Treaty ſhall be 
publiſhed in thoſe Parts of the World. 


Tur fix farſt Articles were allowed with- 


out any Ditticulty, except that about Dun- 
kirk, where France was to have an Equi- 


E 3 valent 
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valent to be ſettled in a general Treaty; 
a Difficulty ariſing upon the ſeventh Arti- 
ele, the propoſed Equivalent was allowed 
inſtead thereof. i 

Tur laſt Article was referred to the 
general Treaty of Peace, only the French 
were to have the Power of fiſhing for Cod, 
a:d drying them on the Iſland of Newfound- 
land. 

Tus Articles were to be looked upon 
as Conditions which the moſt Chriſtian King 
conſented to allow and whenever a ge- 
neral Peace ſhould be ſigned, they were to 
be digeſted into the uſual Form of a Treaty, 
to the Satisfaction of both Crowns. | 

Tux Queen having thus provided for 
the Security and Advantage of her King- 
doms, whenever a Peace ſhould be made, 
and upon Terms no way interfering with 
the Intereſt of her Allies, the next thing 
in order, was to procure from France ſuch 
Preliminary Articles, as might be a Ground | 
upon which to commence a General Treaty: 
Theſe were adjuſted, and ſigned the ſame 
Day with the former, and having been 
delivered to the ſeveral Miniſters reſiding 
here from the Powers in Alliance with 
England, were quickly made public; but 
the various Conſtructions and Cenſures 
which paſſed upon them, have made it 


neceſſary to give the Reader the following 
Tranſcript. | 


PRE- 
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PRELIMITIN ART ARTICLES on the 
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Part of France, for effecting a 
General Peace. 


„The King being willing to contribute 
all that is in his Power to the re-eſtabliſh- 
ing of the General Peace, his Majeſty 
declares, 

« I Tr he will acknowledge the 
Queen of Great Britain, in that Quality; 
as alſo the Succeſſion of that Crown, ac- 
cording to the preſent Settlement. 

« Il. Tur he will freely, and bona 


& fide, conſent to the taking all juſt and 


reaſonable Meaſures, for hindering that 
the Crowns of France and Spain may 
ever be united on the Head of the iame 
Prince ; his Majeſty being perſuaded, 
that this Exceſs of Power would be con- 
trary to the Good and Quiet of Err-pe. 
„III. Taz King's Intention is, that all 
the Parties engaged in the preſent War, 
without excepting any of them, may 
find their reatonable Satisfaction in the 
Treaty of Peace which ſhall be made: 
That Commerce may be re-eſtabliſhed 
and maintained for the future, to the 
Advantage of Great Britain, of Hlellund, 
and of the other Nations who have been 
accuſtomed to exerciſe Commerce. 
* IV. As the King will likewite main- 


* tain exactly the Obtervation cf the Peace, 
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when it ſhall be concluded; and the 
Object the King propoſes to himſelf be- 
ing to ſecure the Fronticrs of his King- 
dom, without diſturbing in any man- 
ner whatever the Neighbouring States, 


he promiſcs to agree, by the Treaty 


which ſhall be made, that the Duteb 
ſhall be pat in Poſſeſſion of the fortified 
Places which ſhall be mentioned in the 
Netter/ards, to ſerve hereafter for a Bar- 


rier; which may ſecure the Quiet of 


the Republic of Hand, againſt any 
Enerprize from the Part of France. 
+ V. Taz King conſents likewiſe, that 
a tente and convenient Barrier thould 
be formed for the Empire, and for the 
Hole of Auſtria. 
* v. NITWITHSTANDING Dunkirk coſt 
the Kirg very great Sums, as well to 
purchaiz it, as to fortify it; and that it 
ts karther neceſſary to be at very con- 
ſtderable Expence tor razing the Works ; 
is \4a;city is willing however to engage, 
to canie them to be demoliſhed, imme- 
diately aſter the Concluſion of the Peace; 
on Con lition, that, for the Fortifications 
of that Place, a proper Equivalent, that 
may content him, be given him: And, 
as Euglaud cannot furniſh that Equiva- 
tent, the Diſcuſſion of it ſhall be referred 
to the Conferences to be held for the 
Negoctation of the Peace. 
* Vil. Wax the Conferences for the 
« Negoclation 
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« Negociation of the Peace ſhall be formed, 
« all the Pretenſions of the Princes and 
« States, engaged in the preſent War, ſha:l 
« be therein diſcuſſed bona fide, and ami- 
« cably ; and nothing ſhall be omitted, 
4 to regulate and terminate them, to the 
« Satisfaction of all the Parties. 


MEesNAGER.” 


TuzEs E Overtures are founded upon 
the eighth Article of the Grand Alliance, 
made in 1701, wherein are contained the 
Conditions, without which a Peace 1s not 
to be made ; and whoever compares both, 
will find the Preliminaries to reach every 
Point propoted in that Article, which thoſe 
who cenfured them at home, if they ſpoke 


their Thoughts, did not underftand : For 


nothing can be plainer than what the Pub- 
lic hath often been told, that the Recovery 
of Spain from the Houle of Brurlon, was a 
thing never imagined when the War began, 
but a juſt and rcaſonable Satisfa tion to the 
Emperor, much lets ought tnch a Condition 
to be held neceflary at preſent; not only 
becauſe it is allowed on all Hands to be 
unpracticable, but likswiſe becauſe, by the 
Changes in the Auſtrian and Brurbon rami- 
hes, it would not be fafe ; neither did 
thoſe, WhO were Joudeit in blaming the 
French Preliminaries, know any thing of 
the Advantages privately ſtipulated for Bri- 
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tain, whoſe Intereſt, they aſſured us, were 
all made a Sacrifice to the Corruption or 
Folly of the Managers; and therefore be- 
cauſe the Oppoſers of Peace have been 
better informed by what they have ſince 
heard and ſeen, they have changed their 
Battery, and accuſed the Miniſters for be- 
traying the Dutch. 

THe Lord Raby, her Majeſty's Ambaſ⸗ 
ſador at the Hague, having made a ſhort 
28 to England, where he was created 
Zarl of Strafford, went back to Holland, 
about the Beginning of October 1711, with 
the above Preliminaries, in order to com- 
municate them to the Penſionary and other 
Miniſters of the States; the Earl was in- 
ſtructed to let them know, that the Queen 
had, according to their Defire, returned 
< an Aniwer to the firſt Propoſitions ſigned 
by Monheur Torcy, ſignifying, that the 
French Offers were thought, both by her 
« Majeſty and the States, neither fo parti- 


* cular nor fo full as they ought to be, and 


© inſiſting to have a diſtinct Project formed 


* of ſuch a Peace, as the moſt Chriſtian 


« King would be willing to conclude : that 
this Affair having been for ſome time 
e tranſacted by Papers, and thereby ſubject 
* to Delays, Monſieur Meſnager was at 
* length ſent over by France, and had 
„ ſigned thoſe Preliminaries now communi- 
© cated to them; that the ſeveral Articles 


„did not indeed contain ſuch particular 


Con- 
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& Conceſſions as France muſt and will make 
e in the Courſe of a Treaty, but that how- 
« ever her Majeſty thought them a ſuffi- 
« cient Foundation whereon to open the 

« general Conferences. 

«© THAT her Majeſty was unwilling to 
© be charged with determining the ſeveral 
66 Intereſts of her Allies, and therefore 
* contented herſelf with ſuch general Of- 
“ fers, as might include all the particular 
© Demands proper to be made during the 
& Treaty, where the Confederates muſt re- 
“ ſolve to adhere firmly together, in order 
©* to obtain from the Enemy the utmoſt 
that could be hoped for in the preſent 
“ Circumſtances of Affairs; which Rule 
her Majeſty aſſured the States, ſhe would 
on her Part firmly obſerve.” 

Ir the Miniſters of Holland ſhould ex- 
preſs any Uneaſineſs, that her Majeſty may 
have ſettled the Intereſts of her own King- 
doms in afuture Peace, by any private Agree- 
ment, the Ambaſſador was ordered to ſay, 
« that the Queen had hitherto refuſed to 
* have the Treaty carried on in her own 
Kingdom, and would continue to do 
* fo, unleſs they (the Dutch) conſtrained 
* her to take another Meaſure : That, by 
* theſe Means, the States, and the Teſt 
of the Allies, would have the Oppor- 


** tunity of treating and adjuſting their 
* different Pretenſions, which her Majeſty 


+ would promote, with all the Zeal 24 
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« had ſhewn for the common Good, and 
« the particular Advantage of that Re- 
„ public (as they muſt do her the Juſtice 
& to confeſs) in the whole Courſe of her 
„Reign: That the Queen had made no 
« Stipulation for herſelf, which might claſh 
«* with the Intereſts of Holland; and that 
«* the Articles to be inſerted in a future 
« Treaty, for the Benefit of Britain, were 
& for the moſt Part ſuch as contained 
«* Advantages, which mutt either be conti- 
© nued to the Enemy, or be obtained by 
1 her Majeſty ; but however, that no Con- 
„ cefſion ſhould tempt her to hearken to 
* a Peace, unleſs her good Friends and 
& Allies the States General, had all reaſon- 
de able Satisfaction as to their Trade and 
* Barrier, as well as in all other Reſpects.“ 


AFTER theſe Aſſurances given in the 


Queen's Name, the Earl was to inſinuate, 
** That her Majeſty ſhould have juſt Rea- 
* fon to bs offended, and to think the 
** Proceeding between her and the States 
very unequal, if they ſhould pretend to 
have any further Uneaſineſs upon this 
Head ; that being determined to accept 
no Advantages to herſelf, repugnant to 
their Intereſts, nor any Peace without 
their re:fonable Satisfaction, the Figure 
ſhe had made during the whole Courſe of 
the War, and the Part ſhe had acted 
** ſuperior to any of the Allies, who were 


40 2 
-.. more concerned in Danger and Intereſt, 
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might juſtly intitle her to ſettle the Con- 
cerns of Great Britain before ſhe would 
conſent to a general Negociation.“ 

Ir the States ſhould object the Engage- 


ments the Queen was under, by Treaties, 
of making no Peace but in concert with 
them, or the particular Obligations of the 


Barrier Treaty; the Ambaſſador was to 
anſwer, That as to the former, her 


0 


4 


00 


trary thereto; that ſhe was ſo far from 
making a Peace without their Conſent, 
as to declare her firm Reſolution not to 
make it without their Satisfaction; and 
that what had paſſed between France and 
her, amounted to no more than an In- 
troduction to a general Treaty. As to 
the Latter, the Earl had Orders to repre- 
ſent very earneſtly, how much it was 
even for the Intereſt of Holland itſelf, 
rather to compound the Advantage of 
the Barrier Treaty, than to inſiſt upon 
the Whole, which the Houte of Auſtria, 
and ſeveral other Allies would never 
conlent to ; that nothing could be more 
odious to the People of England than 
many Parts of this Treaty, which would 
have raiſed univerfal Indignation, if the 
utmoſt Care had not been taken to 
quiet the Minds of thoſe who were ac- 
quainted with the Terms of that Guaranty, 
and to conceal them from thoſe who 
were not; that it was abſolutely neceſ- 
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* ſary to maintain a good Harmony be- 
© tween both Nations, without which it 
* would be impoſſible at any time to form 
** a Strength for reducing an exorbitant 
% Power, or preſerving the Ballance of Eu- 
rope; from whence it followed, that it 
* could not be the true Intereſt of either 
Country, to inſiſt upon any Conditions 
* which might give juſt Apprehenſion to 
„the other. 

Tua France had propoſed Utrecht, 
Nimegnen, Aix or Liege, wherein to hold the 
General Treaty, and her Majeſty was 
ready to ſend her Plenipotentiaries to 
**© which ever of tho@ Towns the States 


cc 


. ** ſhould approve.” 


Ir the Imperial Miniſters, or thoſe of the 
other Allies, ſhould object againſt the Pre- 
liminaries as no ſufficient Ground for open- 
ing the Conferences, and inſiſt that France 
ſhould conſent to ſuch Articles as were 
ſigned on the Part of the Allies in the Year 
1709; The Earl of Srrafford was in Anſwer 
directed to inſinuate, That the French 
might probably have been brought to 
explain themſelves more particularly, had 
they not perceived the Uneaſineſs, Im- 
** patience, and Jealouſy among the Allies, 
during our Tranſactions with that Court.” 
However he ſhould declare to them, in the 
Queen's Name, That if they were de- 
** termined to accept of Peace upon no 
Terms inferior to what were formerly 
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* demanded, her Majeſty was ready to 
* concur with them, but would no longer 
* bear thoſe Diſproportions of Expence 
* yearly increaſed upon her, nor the De- 
* ficiency of the Confederates in every Part 
* of the War: That it was therefore in- 
* cumbent upon them to furniſh, for the 
future, ſuch Quotas of Ships and Forces 
* as they were now wanting in, and to 
* increaſe their Expence, while her Majeſty 
* reduced her's to a reaſonable and juſt 
Proportion.“ 

Tu Arx if the Miniſters of Vienna and 
Hilland ſhould urge their Inability upon this 
Head, the Queen inſiſted, They ought 
to comply with her in War or in Peace; 
* her Majeſty deſiring nothing, as to the 
* Firſt but what they ought to perform, 
and what is abſolutely neceſſary; and as 
to the Latter, that ſhe had done, and 
* would continue to do the utmoſt in her 
* Power towards obtaining ſuch a Peace, as 
* might be to the Satisfaction of all her 
Allies.“ 

SoME Days after the Earl of Strafford's 
Departure to Holland, Monſ. Buys, Pen- 
honer of Amſterdam, arrived here from 
thence with Inſtructions from his Maſters 
to treat upon the Subject of the French Pre- 
liminaries, and the Methods for carrying 
on the War. In his firſt Conference 
with a Committee of Council, he objected 
againſt all the Articles as too general and 

| uncertain 
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uncertain, and againſt ſome of them as pre- 


judicial. He faid, © The French promiſing 


* that Trade ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed and 
© maintained for the future, was meant in 
& order to deprive the Dutch of their Tariff 
« of 1664 ; for the Plenipotentiaries of that 
© Crown would certainly expound the Word 
& Retablir to ſignify no more, than reſtoring 
« the Trade of the States to the Condi- 
« tion it was in immediately before the 
© Commencement of the preſent War.“ He 
ſaid, ** Thar, in the Article of Dunkirk, the 
* Deſtruction of the Harbour was not 
*© mentioned, and that the Fortifications 
« were only to be razed upon Condition of 
© an Equivalent, which might occaſion a 
& Difference between her Majeſty and the 
« States, fince Hilland would think it hard 
* to have a Town leſs in their Barrier for 
the Demolition of Dunkirk, and England 
* would complain to have this Thorn con- 
A tinue in their Side, for the fake of giving 
* one Town more to the Dutch.” 

LAST I. v, he objected, * That where 
© the Fren:h promiſed eftectual Methods 
** ſhould be taken to prevent the Union 
of France and Spain under the ſame King, 
they offered nothing at all for the Ceſſion 
* of Spain, which was the moſt important 
Point of the War. 

Fos theſe Reatons, Monſ. Puys hoped 


cc 


*© her Majeſty would alter her Meaſures, 


and demand ſpecific Articles upon which 


© the 


(93 ] 

« the Allies might debate whether they 

* would conſent to a Negociation or no.”” 
Tur Queen, who looked upon all theſe 
Difficulties raiſed about the Method of treat- 
ing, as Endeavours to wreſt the Negociation, 
out of her Hands, commanded the Lords of 
the Committee to let Mont. Buys know, 
© That the Experience ſhe formerly had 
« of proceeding by particular Preliminaries 
* towards a General Treaty, gave her no 
* Encouragement to repeat the ſame Method 
* any more: That ſuch a Preliminary Treaty 
* mult be negociated either by ſome parti- 
* cular Allies, or by all. The firft, her 
« Majeſty could never ſuffer, ſince ſhe would 
neither take upon her to ſettle the Intereſts 
©* of others, nor ſubmit that others ſhould 
© ſettle thoſe of her own Kingdoms. As 
to the ſecond, it was liable to Monſ. Buys's 
« ObjeCtion, becauſe the Miniſters of Frauce 
* would have as fair an Opportunity of ſow- 
ing Diviſion among the Allies, when the 
* were all aſſembled upon a Preliminary 
Treaty, as when the Conferences were 
open for a Negociation of Peace; that 
this Method could therefore have no 
other Effect than to delay the Treaty, 
„ Without any Advantage: that her Majeſty 
„ Was heartily diſpoſed, both then and dur- 
„ing the Negociation, to intiſt on every 
* thing nece:fary for ſecuring the Barrier 
* and Commerce of the States, and 92 

** fore 
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* fore hoped the Conferences might be 
+: opened, without farther Difficulties. 
Tur her Majeſty did not only con- 
ſent, but deſire to have a Plan ſettled 
* for carrying on the War, as ſoon as the 
* Negociation of Peace ſhould begin, but 
expected to have the Burthen more equally 
* laid, and more agreeable to Treaties, 
and would join with the States in preſſing 
the Allies to perform their Parts, as ſhe 
** had endeavoured to animate them by 
her Example.” 
Mons. Buys ſeemed to know little of 
his Maſters Mind, and pretended he had 


no Power to conclude upon any thing. Her | 


Majeſty's Miniſter propoſed to him an Al. 
liance between the two Nations, to ſubſiſt 
after a Peace. To this he hearkened very 
readily, and offered to take the Matter ad 
referendum, having Authority to do no more. 
His Intention was, that he might appear to 
negociate, in order to gain time to pick out, 
if poſſible, the whole Secret of the Tranſ- 
actions between Britain and France, to dil- 
cloſe nothing himſelf, nor bind his Maſters 
to any Conditions; to ſeek Delays till the 
Parliament met, and then obſerve what turn 
it took, and what would be the Iſſue of thoſe 
frequent Cabals between himſelf and ſome 
other Foreign Miniſters, in Conjunction 
with the chief Leaders of the diſcontented 
Faction. 


Tu Dutch hoped, that the Clamours 


raiſed 
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raiſed againſt the Proceedings of the Queen's 
Minilters towards a Peace, would make the 
Parliament diſapprove what had been done, 
whereby the States would be at the Head 
of the Negociation, which the Queen did 
not think fit to have any more in their 
Hands, where it had miſcarried twice al- 
ready, although Prince Eugene himſelf own- 
ed, that France was then diſpoſed to con- 
clude a Peace upon ſuch Conditions, as it 
« was not worth the Life of a Grenadier to 
« refute them.” As to inſiſting upon ſpe- 
cfic Preliminaries, her Majeſty thought 
her own Method much better for each Ally 
m the Courſe of the Negociation, to ad- 
vance and manage his own Pretenſions, 
wherein ſhe would ſupport and aſſiſt them, 
rather than for two Miniſters of one Ally 
to treat ſolely with the Enemy, and report 
what they pleaſed to the reſt, as was prac- 
tiled by the Dutch at Gertruidenberg. 

ONE Part of Monſ. Buys's Inſtructions 
was to deſire the Queen not to be fo far 
amuſed by a Treaty of Peace, as to neglect 
her Preparation for War againſt the next 
Campaign. Her Majeſty, who was firmly 


fefolved againſt ſubmitting any longer to 


that unequal Burthen of Expence ſhe had 


| hitherto lain under, commanded Mr. Se- 


cretary St. John to debate the Matter with 
that Miniſter, who ſaid he had no Power to 
treat, only inſiſted that his Maſters had fully 
done their Part, and that nothing but Exhor- 

rations 
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tations could be uſed to prevail on the other 
Allies to act with greater Vigour. 

O the other Side, the Queen refuſed 
to. concert any Plan for the Proſecution 
the War, till the States would join with her 
in agreeing to open the Conferences of 
Peace; which therefore, by Monſ. Piss 
Application to them, was accordingly dune, 
by a Reſolution taken in Holland upon the 
Tweaty-ficlt of November 1711, N. S. 

ABOUT this time the Count de Galla 
was forbid the Court, by Order from the 
Queen, who ſent him Word, that ſhe looked 
upon him no longer as a Public Miniſter. 

Tars Gentleman thought fit to act a 
very diſhonourable Part here in England, 
altogether inconfiſtent with the Character 
he bore of Envoy from the late and —— 
Emperors ; two Princes under the ſtricteſt 
Ties of Gratitude to the Queen, eſpecially 
the latter, who had then the Title of King 
of Spain. Count Gallas, about the End 
of Auguſt 1711, with the utmoſt Privacy, 
diſpatched an Vlalian, one of his Clerks, 
to Frankfort, where the Earl of Peterborough 
was then expected. This Man was in- 
ſtructed to paſs for a Spaniard, and inſ- 
nuate himſelf into the Earl's Service; which 
he accordingly did, and gave conſtant Ir- 
formation to the laſt Emperor's Secretary 
at Frankfort, of all he could gather up in 
his Lordſhip's Family, as well as Copies 


of ſeveral Letters he had tranſcribed. It 


was 
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was likewiſe diſcovered that Gallas had, in 
his Diſpatches to the preſent Emperor, then 
in Spain, repreſented the Queen and her 
Miniſters as not to be confided in ; that 
when her Majeſty had diſmiſſed the Earl 
of Sunderland, ſhe promiſed to proceed no 
further in the Change of her Servants, 
yet ſoon after turned them all out, and 
thereby ruined the Public Credit, as well 
as abandoned Sparn ; that the preſent Mi- 
niſters wanted the Abilities and good Diſ- 

ſitions of the former, were Perſons of ill 
Deſigns and Enemies to the Common 
Cauſe, and he (Gallas) could not truſt them. 
In his Leiters to Count Z2mzendorf he 
faid, that Mr. Secretary S. Zohn com- 
„ plained of the Houſe of Auſtria's Back- 
„ wardneſs, only to make the King of 


_* Spam odious to England, and the People 


here deſirous of a Peace, although it 
“were ever fo bad a one; to prevent 
which, Count Gallas drew up a Memorial 
which he intended to give the Queen, and 
tranſmitted a Drauglit of it to Zinzendorf 
thx his Advice and Approbation. This 
Memorial, among other great Promiſes to 
encourage the Continuance of the War, 
propoſed the detaching a good Body of 
Troops from Hungary, to ſerve in 1taly or 


Spain, as the Queen ſhould think fit. 


Zinzendorf thought this too bold a Step 


vithout conſulting the Emperor; to which 


Gallas replied, that his Deſign was cniy 
2 LO 
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to engage the Queen to go on with the 
War; that Zinzendorf knew how earneſtly 
the Eugliſß and Dutch had preſſed to have 
theſe Troops from Hungary, and therefore 
they ought to be promiſed, in order to 
quiet thoſe two Nations, after which ſeveral 
Ways might be found to elude that Pro- 
miſe, and in the mean time the great Point 
would be gained of bringing the Engh/b to 
declare for continuing the War : That the 
Emperor might afterwards excuſe himſelf, 
by Apprehenſion of a War in Hungary, or 
of that between the Turks and Muſcovites; 
that if theſe Excuſes ſhould be at an End, 
a Detachment of one or two Regiments 
might be ſent, and the reſt deferred by 
pretending want of Money, by which the 
Queen would probably be brought to main- 
tain ſome Part of thoſe Troops, and per- 


haps the whole Body. He added, that this 


Way of Management was very common 

among the Allies, and gave for an Exam- 

ple, the Forces which the Dutch had pro- 

miſed for the Service of Spain, but were 

never ſent ; with ſeveral other Inſtances of 

the ſame Kind, which he faid might be 
uced. 

HER Majeſty, who had long ſuſpected 
that Count Gallas was engaged in theſe and 
the like Practices, having at laſt received 
authentic Proofs of this whole Intrigue from 


Original Letters, and the voluntary Con- 


tethon of thote who were principally con- 
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cerned in carrying it on, thought it ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew her Reſentment, by refuſing 
the Count any more Accels to her Perion or 
her Court. 

ALTHOUGH the Queen, as it hath 
been already obſerved, was reſolved to open 
the Conferences upon the general Prelimi- 
naries, yet ſhe thought it would very much 
forward the Peace, to know what were the 
utmoſt Conceſſions which France would 
make to the ſeveral Allies, but eſpecially 
to the States-General and the Duke of 
Savry ; therefore, while her Majefty was 
preiling the former to agree to a general 
Treaty, the Abbe Gualtier was ſent to 
France with a Memorial, to deſire that the 
moſt Chriſtian King would explain himſelf 
upon thoſe Preliminaries, particularly with 
Relation to Savoy and Holland, whoſe Sa- 
tisfaction the Queen had moſt at Heart, as 
well from her Friendſhip to both theſe 
Powers, as becauſe if ſhe might engage to 
them, that their juſt Pretenſions would be 
allowed, few Difficulties would remain, of 
any Moment, to retard the General Peace. 

T HE French Anſwer to this Memorial 
contained ſeveral Schemes and Propoſals 
for the Satisfaction of each Ally, coming 
up very near to what her Majeſty and her 
Miniſters thought reaſonable. The greateſt 
Difficulties ſeerned to be about the Elector 
of Bavaria, for whoſe Intereſts France ap- 
peared to be as much concerned, as the 
ueen 
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Queen was for thoſe of the Duke of Savvy; 
however thoſe were judged not very hard 
to be ſurmounted. 

Tu States having at length agreed to 
a General Treaty, the following Particu- 
lars were concerted between her Majeſty 
and that Republic: 

© THAT the Congreſs ſhould be held 
& at Utrecht ; that the Opening of the 
© Congreſs ſhould be upon the Twellth 
of January, N. S. 1711-12. 

„ THar for avoiding all Inconveni. 
“ ences of Ceremony, the Minifters of the 
& Queen and States, during the Treaty, 
« ſhould have only the Characters of Pleni- 
© potentiaries, and not take that of Am- 
© baſladors, till the Day on which the 
Peace ſhould be ſigned. 


* LASTLY, The Queen and States 
0 


LY 


* of Anj5u, and the late Electors of Bavaria 
% and Cologne, ſhould not appear at the 
% Congreſs until the Points relating to their 
& Maſters were adjuited ; and were firmly 
«© refolved not to ſend their Paſſports for 
„ the Miniſters of France till the moſt 
« Chriſtian King declared, that the Abſence 
of the forementi-ned Miniſters ſhould 
% not delay the Progreis of the Nego- 
* ciation.” 

PURSUANT to the three former Ar- 
ticles, her Majeſty wrote circular Letters to 
all the Allies engaged with her in the pre- 

ſent 


inſiſted, that the Miniſters of the Duke | 
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ſent War, and France had Notice, that as 
ſoon as the King declared his Compliance 
with the laſt Article, the Blank Paſſports 
ſhould be filled up with the Names of the 
Mareſchal D' Calles, the Abbe de Polzgnac, 
and Monſ. M:ſnager, who were appointed 
Plenipotentiaries for that Crown. 

FROM that I have hitherto deduced, 
the Reader ſees the Plan which the Queen 
thought the moſt effectual for advancing a 
Peace. As the Conferences were to begin 
upon the general Preliminaries, the Queen 
was to be empowered by France to offer 
ſeparately to the Allies, what might be rea- 
ſonable for each to accept, and her own In- 
tereſts being previouſly ſettled, ſhe was to 
act as a general Mediator, a Figure that be- 
came her beſt from the Part ſhe had in 
the War, and more uſeful to the great 
End at which ſhe aimed, of giving a ſafe 
and honourable Peace to Europe. | 

BesSIDEs, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
for the Intereſts of Britain, that the Queen 


ſhould be at the Head of the Negociation, 


without which her Majeſty could find no 
Expedient to redreſs the Injuries her King- 
doms were ſure to ſuffer by the Barrier 
Treaty. In order to ſettle this Point with 
the States, the Miniſters here had a Con- 
ference with Monſ. Buys a few Days before 
the Parliament met. He was told, how 
* neceilary it was, by a previous Concert 
between the Emperor, the Queen, and 

F the 
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te the States, to prevent any Difference 
* which might ariſe in the Courſe of the 
* Utrecht Treaty ; that under Pretence of a 
* Barrier for the States-General, as their Se- 
© curiry againſt France, infinite Prejudice 
« might ariſe to the Trade of Britain in the 
** Spaniſh Netherlands; for by the Fifteenth 
Article of the Barrier Treaty, in Conſe- 


& quence of what was ſtipulated by that of 


* Munſter, the Queen was brought to en- 
gage, that Commerce ſhall not be rendered 
& more eaſy in Point of Duties, by the Sea- 
4 Ports of Flanders, than it is by the River 
* Scheld, and by the Canals on the Side of 
< the Seven Provinces, which as Things now 
* ſtood, was very unjuſt; for while the 
* Towns in Flanders were in the Hands of 
& France or Spain, the Dutch and we traded 
te to them upon equal Foot; but now, ſince 
« by the Barrier Treaty thoſe Towns were 
© to be poſſeſſed by the States, that Republic 
might lay what Duties they pleaſed upon 
« Britiſh Goods after paſſing by Offend, and 
© make their own Cuſtom free, which would 
- utterly ruin our whole Trade with Flan- 
„ 


Uron this, the Lords told Monſ. Bum 


very frankly, “ that if the States expected 
the Queen ſhould ſupport their Barrier, as 
** well as their Demands from France and 
(the Houſe of Auſtria, upon that Head 
they ought to agree, that the Subjects of 
* Britain (ſhould trade as freely to all the 


4 Countries - 
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Countries andPlaces which, by Virtue of any 

former or future Treaty, were to become 

the Barrier of the States, as they did in 

the Time of the late King Charles the Se- 

„ cond of Spain, or as the Subjects of the 

« States General themſelves ſhall do: and 

that it was hoped their High Mightineſſes 
«* would never ſcruple to rectify a Miſtake fo 
& injurious to that Nation, without whoſe 

« Blood and Treaſure they would have had 
* noBarrier at all.” Monf. Buys had notł ing 
io anſwer againſt theſe Objections, bur ſaid, 
he had already wrote to his Maſters for furs 

ther Inſtructions. | 


GREATER Difficulties occurred abou? 


ſettling what ſhould be the Barrier to the 


States after a Peace, the Envoy inſiſting to 
have all the Towns that were named in the 
Treaty of Barrier and Succeſſion; and the 


Queen's Miniſters expecting thoſe Towns; 


which, if they continued in the Hands of the 


Dutch, would render the Trade of Britain to 


Flanders precarious. At length it was agreed. 
in general, that the States ought to have what, 
i really Eſſential to the Security of their Bar- 
ner againſt France, and that fome amicable 
Expedient ſhould be found for removing 
the Fears both of Britain and Holland 
upon this Point. 
Bur at the fame time Monſ. Buys was 
told, That although the Queen would 


(certainly inſiſt ro obtain all thole Points 
| © from France, in Behalf of her Allies the 


& States, 
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* States, yet ſhe hoped his Maſters were 
* too reaſonable to break off the Treaty, 
© rather than not obtain the very utmoſt of 
& their Demands, which could not be ſet- 
<« tled here, unleſs he were fully inſtructed 
* to ſpeak and conclude upon that Subject: 
© That her Majeſty thought, the beſt Way of 
t ſecuring the common Intereſt, and pre- 
© venting the Diviſion of the Allies by the 
« Artifices of France, in the Courſe of a 
© long Negociation, would be to concert 
& between the Queen's Miniſters and thoſe 
of the States, with a due Regard to the 
ec other Confederates, ſuch a Plan as might 
«< amount to a ſafe and honourable Peace.” 
After which the Abbe Pylignac, who of the 
French Pleni tiaries was moſt in the Se- 
cret of his Court, might be told, That it 
* was in vain to amuſe each other any 
© longer ; that on ſuch Terms the Peace 
& would be immediately concluded; and 
ec that the Conferences muſt ceaſe, if thoſe 
Conditions were not, without Delay, and 

« with Expedition, granted. 
A TRx£EaATyY between her Majeſty and 
the States, to ſubſiſt after a Peace, was now 
ſigned, Monſ. Buys having received full 
Powers to that Purpoſe, his Maſters were 
deſirous to have a private Article added, 
ſub ſperati, concerning thoſe Terms of 
Peace, without the granting of which. we 
ſhould ſtipulate not to agree with the Ene- 
my. But neither the Character of Buys, 
nor 
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nor the Manner in which he was empowered. 
to treat, would allow the Queen to enter 
into ſuch an Engagement; the Congreſs 
likewiſe approaching, there was not time 
to ſettle a Point 'of fo great Importance. 
Neither, laſtly, would her Majeſty be tied 
down by Halland, without previous Satisfac- 
tion upon ſeveral Articles in the Barrier 
Treaty, fo inconſiſtent with her Engage- 
ment to other Powers in the Alliance, and 
fo injurious to her own Kingdoms. 
TRE Lord Privy Seal, and the Earl of 
Strafford, having, about the time the Par- 


liament met, been appointed her Majeſty's 


Plenipotentiaries for treating a General 
Peace, I ſhall here break off the Account of 
any further Progreſs made in that great Af- 


fair, until I reſume it in the laſt Book of 


this Hiſtory. 
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BOOK III. 


reſolved, from the Beginning of 

the Seſſion, to enquire ſtrictly not 
only into all Abuſes relating to the Ac- 
counts of the Army, but likewiſe into the 
ſeveral Treaties between us and our Allies, 
upon what Articles and Conditions they 
were firſt agreed to, and how theſe had 
been ſince obſerved. In the firſt Week of 
their Sitting, they ſent an Addreſs to the 
Queen, to defire that the Treaty, whereby 
her Majeſty was obliged to furniſh forty 
thouſand Men, to act in Conjunction with 
the Forces of her Allies in the Low- 
Countries, might be laid before the Houſe. 
To which the Secretary of State brought 
an Anſwer, ©** That Search had been made, 
but no Footſteps could be found of any 
« Treaty or Convention for that Purpoſe.” 
It was this unaccountable Neglect in the 
former Miniſtry, which firſt gave a Pre- 
tence to the Allies for efoing their 
Quota's, ſo much to the Diſadvantage of 
her Majeſty, her Kingdoms, and the Com- 
Non Cauſe, in the Courſe of the * 
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had been ſtipulated by the Grand Alliance, 
between the Emperor, Britain, and the 
States, that thoſe three Powers ſhould aſſiſt 
each other with their whole Force, and 
that the ſeveral Proportions ſhould be ſpe- 
cified in a particular Convention ; but if 
any ſuch Cunvention were made, it was 
never ratified, only the Parties agreed, by 
common Conſent, to take each a certain 
Share of the Burthen upon themſelves, 
which the late King William communit- 
cated to the Houſe of Commons by his 
Secretary of State, and which afterwards 
the other two Powers, obſerving the mighty 
Zeal in our Miniſtry for prolonging the 
War, eluded as they pleaſed. 
Tu Commithoners for ſtating the Pub- 
lic Accounts of the Kingdom, had, in 
executing their Office the preceding Sum- 
mer, diicovered ſeveral Practices relating 
to the Aﬀairs of the Army, which they 
drew up in a Report, and delivered to the 
Houſe. | 

Tur Commons began their Examina- 
tion of the Report, with a Member of 
their own, Mr. R- #7 e, already 
mentioned, who, during his being Secre- 
tary at War, had received Five Hundred 
Guineas, and taken a Note for Five Hun- 
dred Pounds more, on account of two Con- 
tracts for Forage of the Queen's Troops 
quartered in S He endeavoured to 
excule the firſt Contract; but had nothing 
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to ſay about the ſecond. The firſt ap- 
peared ſo plain and ſo ſcandalous to the 
Commons, that they voted the Author of 
it guilty of a high Breach of Truſt, and 
notorious Corruption, committed him Pri- 
ner to the Tower, where he continued 
to the End of the Seſſion, and expelled 
him the Houſe. He was a Perſon much 
careſſed by the Oppoſers of the Queen and 


Miniſtry, having been firſt drawn into their 
by his Indifference to any Princi = 


Party 
and [afterwards kept ſteady by the 
tis Place. His bold forward Countenance, 
altogether a Stranger to that Infirmity 
which makes Men baſhful, joined to a 
Readineſs of ſpeaking in Public, hath juſtly 
mtitled him among thoſe of his Faction, to 
be a fort of Leader of the ſecond Form. 
The Reader muſt excuſe me for being fo 
particular about one, who is otherwiſe alto- 
gether obſcure. | 

ANOTHER Part of the Report, concerned 
the Duke of Marlborough, who had re- 
ceived large Sums of Money, by way of 
Gratuity, from thoſe who were the Under- 
takers for providing the Army with Bread. 
This the Duke excuſed, in a Letter to the 
Commiſſioners, from the like Practice of 
other Generals; but that Excuſe appeared 
to be of little Weight, and the miſchie vous 
Conſequences of ſuch a Corruption were 
viſible enough, ſince the Money given by 


theſe Undertakers, were but Bribes for 
Conni vance 
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Connivance at their indirect Dealings with 
the Army. And as Frauds that begin at 
the Top, are apt to ſpread through all the 


| ſubordinate Ranks of thoſe who have any 


Share in the Management, and to in- 
creaſe as they circulate, ſo in this Caſe, for 
every thouſand Pounds given to the Ge- 
neral, the Soldiers at leaſt ſuffered fout- 
fold. 

AxoTHER Article of this Report, re- 
lating to the Duke, was yet of more Im- 
portance : The greateſt Part of her Ma- 
jeſty's Forces in Flanders, were mercenary 
Troops, hired from ſeveral Princes of 
Europe. It was found, that the Queen's 
General ſubtracted two and a half per Cent. 
out of the Pay of thoſe Troops, for his own 
Uſe, which amounted to a great annual 
Sum. The Duke of Marlborough, in 
his Letter already mentioned, endeavour- 
ing to extenuate the Matter, told the Com- 
miſſioners, That this Deduction was a 
* free Gilt from the foreign Troops, which 
* he had negociated with them by the late 
* King's Orders, and had obtained the 


« Queen's Warrant for reſerving and re- 


* ceiving it: That it was intended for 
& fecret Service, the Ten Thouſand Pounds 
a Year, given by Parliament, not prov- 
ing {eihcient, and had all been laid out 
that Way.“ The Commilitoners obſerved 
in Ar.twer, That the Warrant was kept 


_ * dormant for nine Years, as indeed no 
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Entry of it appeared in the Secretary 
*© of States Books, and the Deduction of 
« it concealed all that Time from the 
* Knowledge of Parliament ; that if it had 
* been a free Gift from the Foreign Troops, 
it would not have been ſtipulated by 
* Agreement, as the Duke's Letter con- 
« feſſed, and as his Warrant declared; 
* which Letter affirmed this Stoppage to 
* bs intended for defraying extraordinary 
* contingent Expenccs of the Troops, and 
therefore ſhould not have been applied 
© to ſecret Services.” They ſubmitted to 
the Houſe, whether the Warrant itſelf were 
legal or duly counter-figned ; the Com- 
miſſioners added, That no Receipt was 
ever given for this deducted Money, nor 
% was it mentioned in any Receipts from 
« the Foreign Troops, which were always 
* taken in full. And laſtly, that the whole 
« Sum, on Computation, amounted to near 

„three hundred thouſand Pounds.” 
Tur Houſe, after a long Debate, re- 
ſolved, ** That the taking ſeveral Sums 
** from the Contractors for Bread, by the 
Duke of Marlborough, was unwarrant- 
able and illegal; and that the two and a 
* half per Cent, deducted from the Foreign 
* Troops, was Public Money, and onght 
to be accounted for.” Which Reſolu- 
tions were laid before the Queen by the 
whole Houſe, and her Majeſty promiſed to 
do her Part in redreiling what was com- 
plained 


. 7 S 


L111 | 

plained of. The Duke and his Friends 
had, about the Beginning of the War, by 
their Credit with the Queen, procured a 
Warrant from her Majeſty for this Perqui- 
fite of two and a half per Cent. The War- 
rant was directed to the D of M— gh, 
and counter- ſigned by Sir Charles Hedges, 
then Secretary of State ; by Virtue of which 
the Paymaſter-General of the Army was 
to pay the ſaid deducted Money to the 
General, and take a Receipt in full from 
the Foreign Troops. 

Ir was obſerved, as very commendable 
and becoming the Dignity of ſuch an At- 
ſembly, that this Debate was managed 
with great Temper, and with few perſonal 
Reflections upon the Duke of Marlborough. 
They ſcemed only defirous to come at the 
Truth, without which they could net an- 
{wer the Truit repoſed in them, by thoſe 
whom they repreſented, and left the reſt 
to her Majeſty's Prudence. The Attorney- 
General was ordered to commence an 
Action againſt the Duke for the ſubtracted 
Money, which would have amounted to a 
great Sum, enough to ruin any private 
Perſon, except himſelf. This Procels is 
ſtill depending, although very moderately 
purſued, either by the Queen's Indulgence 


to one whom ſhe had formerly fo much 


truſted, or perhaps to be revived or ſlack- . 
ened, according to the future Demcanour 


of the Defendant. 
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Sou time after, Mr. Cardonell, a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, and Secretary to the 
General in Flanders, was expelled the 
Houle, for the Offence of receiving yearly 
Bribes from thoſe who had contracted to 
furniſh Bread for the' Army, and met with 
no farther Puniſhment, for a Practice voted 
to be unwarrantable and corrupt. 

Tus were all the Centures of any 
Moment which the Commons, under ſo 
great a Weight of Buſineſs, thought fit to 
make, upon the Reports of their Com- 
miſſioners for inſpecting the Public Ac- 
counts. But having promiſed in the Be- 
ginning of this Hiſtory, to examine the 
State of the Nation, with reſpe& to its 
Debts ; by what Negligence or Corruption 
they firſt began, and in Proceſs of Time 
made ſuch a prodigious Increaſe ; and laſtly, 
wat Courſcs have been taken, under-the 
preſent Adminiſtration, to find out Funds 
for anſwering ſo many unprovided Incum- 
brances, as well as put a Stop to new ones, 
I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy the Reader upon 
this important Article. 

By all I have yet read of the Hiſtory 
of our own Country, it appears to me, that 
the National Debt, ſecured upon Parlia- 
mentary Funds of Intereſt, were things un- 
known in England before the laſt Revolu- 
tion under the Prince of Orange. It is true, 
that in the Grand Rebellion, the King's 
Enemies borrowed Money of particular 

Perluns, 


Enz! 

Perſons, upon what they called the Public 
Faith; but this was only for ſhort Periods, 
and the Sums no more than what they 
could pay at once, as they ccnftantly did. 
Some of our Kings hase been very pro- 
fule in Peace and War, and are blamed 
in Hiſtory for their Oppreilions of the 
People by ſevere Taxes, and for borrowing 
Money which they never paid : But Na- 
tional Debts was a Stile which, I doubt, 
would hardly then be underſtood. When 
the Prince of Orange was raiſed to the 
Throne, and a general War began in theſe 
Parts of Zurfe, the King and his Coun- 
ſellors thought it would be ill Policy to 
commence his Reign with heavy Taxes 
upon the People, who had lived long in 
Eale and Plenty, and might be apt to 
think *heir Deliverance too dearly bought; 
where fore one of the firſt Actions of the 
new Government was to take off the Tax 
upon Chimmies, as a Burthen very ungrate- 
ful to the Commonalty. But Money being 
wanted to ſupport the War (which even the 
Convention Parliament, that put the Crown 
upon his Head, were very unwilling he 
| ſhould engage in) the preſent Biſhop of 
Salisbnry * 1s ſaid to have found out that 

Expedient (which he had learned in Hol- 
land) of railing Money upon the Security 
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of Taxes, that were only ſufficient to pay 
a large Intereſt. The Motives which pre- 
vailed on People to fall in with this Pro- 
ject, were many and plaulible ; for ſup- 
poſing, as the Miniſters induftriouſly gave 
out, that the War could not laſt above 
one or two Campaigns at moſt, it might 
be carried on with very moderate Taxes, 
and the Debts accruing would, in Proceſs 
of Time, be eaſily cleared after a Peace. 
Then the Bait of large Intereſt would draw 
in a great Number of thoſe whoſe Money, 
by the Dangers and Difficulties of Trade, 
lay dead upon their Hands ; and whoever 
were Lenders to the Government, would, 
by ſureſt Principle, be obliged to ſupport 
it: Beſides, the Men of Eſtates could not 
be perſuaded, without Time and Difficulty, 


to have thoſe Taxes laid on their Lands, | 


which Cuſtom hath ſince made ſo familiar; 
and it was the Buſineſs of ſuch as were 
then in Power, to cultivate a monied Inte- 
reſt, becauſe the Gentry of the Kingdom 
did not very much reliſh thoſe new No- 
tions in Government, to which the King, 


who had imbibed his Politics in his own | 


Country, was thought to give too much 
Way. Neither perhaps did that Prince 


think National Incumbrances to be any evil | 


at all, ſince the flouriſhing Republic where 


he was born, is thought to owe more than | 
ever it will be able or willing to pay. | 


And I remember, when I mentioned to 
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Monſ. Buys the many Millions we owed, 
he would advance it as a Maxim, that it 
was for the Intereſt of the Public to be in 
| Debt; which perhaps may be true in a 
Commonwealth fo crazily inſtituted, where 
the Governors cannot have too many Pledges 
of their Subjects Fidelity, and where a great 
Majority muſt inevitably be undone by any 
Revolution, however brought about : But 
| to preſcribe the ſame Rules to a Monarchy, 
whoſe Wealth ariſeth from the Rents and 
Improvements of Lands, as well as Trade 
and Manufactures, 1s the Mark of a confined 
and cramped Underſtanding. 

I was moved to ſpeak thus, becauſe J 
am very well ſatisfied, that the pernicious 
Counſels of borrowing Money upon public 
Funds of Intereſt, as well as tome other 
State-leſions, were taken indigeſted from 
the like Practices among the Dutch, with- 
out allowing in the leaſt for any difference 
in Government, Religion, Law, Cuſtom, 
Extent of Country, or Manners and Diſpo- 
ſitions of the People. 

Bur when this Expedient of Anticipa- 
ions and Mortgages was firſt put in Prac- 
tice, artful Men, in Office and Credit, be- 
gan to conſider what Uſes it might be ap- 
plied to; and ſoon found it was likely to 
prove the moſt fruitful Seminary, not only 
to eſtabliſh a Faction they intended to ſet 
up for their own Support, but likewiſe to 
raile vaſt Wealth for themſelves in particu- 
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lar, who were to be the Man and Di- 


rectors in it. It was manifeſt, that nothing 


could promote theſe two Deſigns ſo much, 
as burthening the Nation with Debts, and 
giving Encouragement to Lenders : for, as 
to the firſt, it was not to be doubted, that 
monied Men would be always firm to the 
Party of thoſe who adviſed the borrowing 
upon ſuch good Security, and with ſuch ex- 
orbitant Premiums and Intereſt ; and every 
new Sum that was lent, took away as much 
Power from the landed Men, as it added to 
theirs: ſo that the deeper the Kingdom was 
engaged, it was ſtill the better for them. 
Thus a new Eſtate and Property ſprung up 
in the Hands of Mortgagees, to whom eve- 
ry Houſe and Foot of land in England paid 
a Rent-charge, free of all Taxes and De- 
falcations, and purchaſed at leſs than half 
Value. So that the Gentlemen of Eſtates 
were, in effect, but Tenants to theſe new 
Landlords ; many of whom were able, in 
time, to force the Election of Boroughs eut 
of the Hands of thoſe who had been the old 
Proprietors and Inhabitants. This was ar- 
rived to ſuch a Height, that a very few 
Years more of War and Funds would have 
clearly caſt the Balance on the monied 
Side. 

As to the ſecond, this Project of borrow- 


ing upon Funds, was of mighty Advantage 


to thole who were in the Management 
it, as well as to their Friends and Depen- 
2 dants; 
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dants; for, Funds proving often deficient, 
the Government was obliged to ſtrike Tal- 
hes for making up the reſt, which Tallies 
were ſometimes ( to ſpeak in the Merchants 
Phraſe) at above forty per Cent. Diſcount. 
At this Price thoſe who were in the Secret 
bought them up, and then took care to have 
that Deficiency ſupplied in the next Seſſion 
of Parliament, by which they doubled their 
Principal in a few Months; and, for the 
Encouragement of Lenders, every new 
Project of Lotteries or Annuities propoſed 
ſome farther Advantage, either as to Inter- 
eſt or Premium. 

Ix the year 1697, a general Mortgage 
was madeof certain Revenues and Taxes 
already ſettled, which amounted to near 
a Million a Year. This Mortgage was to 
continue till 1706, to be a Fund for the 
Payment of about five Millions one hundred 
thouſand Pounds. In the firſt Parliament 
of the Queen, the ſaid Mortgage was con- 
tnued till 1710, to ſupply a Deficiency 
of two Millions three hundred thouſand 
Pounds, and Intereſt of above a Mill:on ; 
and in the intermediate Years a great Part 
of that Fund was branched out into An- 
nuities for ninety nine Years ; ſo that the 


late Miniſtry raiſed all their Money to 1710, 


only by continuing Funds which were al- 
ready granted to their Hands. This de- 
ceived the People in general, who were 
aticfied to continue the Payments they had 

| been 
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been accuſtomed to, and made the Admi- 
niſtration ſeem eaſy, ſince the War went 
on without any new Taxes raiſed, except 
the very laſt Year they were in Power ; not 
conſidering what a mighty Fund was ex- 
hauſted, and muſt be perpetuated, although 
extremely injurious to Trade, and to the 
true Intereſt of the Nation. | 

THX1s great Fund of the general Mort. 
gage was not only loaded, Year after Year, 
by mighty Sums borrowed upon it, but with 
the Intereſts due upon thoſt Sums ; for 

which the Treafury was forced to ſtrike 
Tallies, payable out of that Fund, after all 
the Money already borrowed upon it, there 
being no other Proviſion of Intereſt for three 
or four Years: Till at laſt the Fund was ſo 
overloaded, that it could neither pay Prin- 
cipal nor Intereſt, and Tallies were ſtruck 
for both, which occaſioned their great Di- 
count. 

Bur to avoid Miſtakes upon a Subjed, 
where 1 am not very well verſed either in 
the Stile or Matter, I will tranſcribe an 
Account ſent me by a Perſon * who is 
thoroughly inſtructed in theſe Affairs. 

I the Year 1707, the Sum of eight 
* hundred twenty-two thouſand three hun- 
6- dred and eighty-one Pounds fifteen Shil- 
lings and fix-pence was raiſed, by con- 
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* tinuing Part of the general Mortgage 
from 1710 to 1712 ; but with no Pro- 
viſion of Intereſt till A-guft the firſt, 17 10, 


* otherwiſe than by ſtriking Tallies for it 


© on that Fund, payable after all the other 
Money borrowed. 

* In 1708, the ſame Funds were con- 
* tinned from 1712 to 1714, to raiſe ſeven 
hundred twenty-nine thouſand ſixty- ſe- 
* ven Pounds fifteen Shillings and ſix- 
* pence ; but no Proviſion for Intereſt till 


2 4 5 the firſt, 1712, otherwiſe than as 
before, 


by ſtriking Tallies for it on the 
* fame Fund, payable after all the reſt of 
the Money borrowed. And the Di- 
„count of Tallies then beginning to riſe, 
* great Part of that Money remains till 
* unraiſed ; and there is nothing to pay 
* Intereſt for the Money lent, till Auguf 
the firſt, 1712. But the late Lord Trea- 
ſurer ſtruck Tallies for the full Sum 
directed by the Act to be borrowed, great 
Fart of which have been delivered in 
* Payment to the Navy and Victualling- 
Offices, and ſome are till in the Hands 
* of the Government. 
,* In 1709, Part of the fame Fund was 
continued from Auguſt the firſt, 1714, 
* to Auguſt the firſt, 1716, to raiſe fix 
; hundred forty-five thouſand Pounds; and 
, no Proviſion for Intereſt till Auguſt the 
; firſt, 1714 (which was about five Years) 
- but by borrowing Money on the fame 
| | „Fund, 
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© Fund, * after the Sums before 
** lent; that little of that Money was 
* lent. But the Tallies were ftruck for 
* what was unlent, ſome of which were 
given out for the Payment of the Navy 
and Victualling, and fome ſtill remain 
in the Hands of the Government. 

&< IN 1710, the Sums which were before 
given from 1714, to 1716, were con- 


cc 


* tinned from thence to 1720, to raiſe one 


* Miltion two hundred and ninety-fix thou- 
fand five hundred and fifty- two Pound 
* nine Shillings and eleven Pence three 


* Farthings ; and no immediate Proviſion | 


for Intereſt till Auguſt the firſt, 1716, 
** only, after the Duty of one Shilling 
** Buſhel on Salt ſhould be cleared from 
the it was then charged with, and 
« which was not ſo cleared till Miaſummer 
* 1712 laſt, then that Fund was to be ap- 
** Phed to pay the Intereſt till Auguſt the 
* firſt, 1716, which Intereſt amounted 
to about ſeventy-ſeven thouſand feveii 


** hundred and ninety-three Pounds ## | 


** Axnum: And the faid Salt Fund pro 
duceth but about fifty-five thouſand 
Pounds per Annum ; fo that no Mone) 
** was borrowed upon the general Mort 
** gage in 1710, except one hundred and 
fifty thouſand Pounds lent by the Sw 
Cantons; but Tallies were ftruck fo! 
the whole Sum. Theſe all remained in 
the late Treaſurer's Hands at the Er 
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4 of his Removal, yet the Money was ex- 
«* pended, which occaſioned thoſe great De- 
* mands upon the Commiſſioners of the 
* Treaſury who ſucceeded him, and were 
forced to pawn thoſe Tallies to the Bank, 
* or to Remitters, rather than fell them 
* at twenty or twenty-five per Cent. Diſ- 
© count, as the Price then was. About two 
hundred thouſand Pounds of them they 
| © paid to Clothiers of the Army, and 
| * others; and all the reſt, being above 
* ninety thouſand Pounds, have been ſub- 
| © {cribed into the South. ſea Company for the 
« Uſe of the Public.“ 
| WHEN the Earl of Godolphin was re- 
moved from his Employment, he left a 
Debt upon the Navy of Millions, 
| & contracted under his Adminifiratioa. 
which had no Parliament-Security, and was 
daily increaſed. Neither could I ever learn, 
whether that Lord had the (ſmalleſt Pro- 
of clearing this Incumbrance, or whe- 
there were Policy, Negligence, or De- 
ſpair at the Bottom of this unaccountable 
Management. But the Conſequences were 
viſible and ruinous ; for by this means Navy 
Bills grew to be forty per Cent. Diſcount, 
and upwards ; and almoſt every kind of 
Stores, bought by the Navy and Victualling- 
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for | Offices, coft the Government double Rates, 
ain] and ſometimes more: ſo that the Public 
ime | hath directly loſt ſeveral Millions upon this 
* of | ne Article, without any fort of Neceſſity, 


that 
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chat I could ever hear aſſigned by the ableſt 
Vindicators of that Party. 

IN this oppreſled and intangled State 
was the Kingdom, with relation to its Debts, 
when the Queen removed the Earl of Gods. 
pbin from his Office, and put it into Com- 
miſſion, of which the preſent Treaſurer was 
one. This Perſon had been choſen Speaker 
ſucceſſively to three Parliaments, was after. 
wards Secretary of State, and always in 
great Eſteem with the Queen for his Wif- 
dom and Fidelity. The late Miniſtry, about 
two Years before their Fall, had prevailed 
with her Majeſty, much againſt her Incli- 
nation, to diſmits him from her Service; 
for which they cannot be juſtly blamed, ſince 
he had endeavoured the fame Thing againſt 
them, and very narrowly failed ; which 
makes it the more extraordinary that he 
ſhould ſucceed in a ſecond Attempt againit 
thoſe very Adverſaries, who had ſuch fair 
Warning by the firſt. He is firm and ſteady 
in his Reſolutions, not eaſily diverted from 
them after he hath once poſſeſſed himſelf of 
an Opinion that they are right, nor very 
communicative where he can act by himſelt, 
being taught by Experience, that a Secret 
is ſeldom ſafe in more than one Breaſt. 
That which occurs to other Men after ma- 
ture Deliberation, offers to him as his firlt 


Thoughts; fo that he decides immediately | 


what 1s beſt to be done, and therefore is 


ſeldom at a Loſs upon ſudden Exigencies. 


He 
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| He thinks it a more ealy and fate Rule 


in Politics to watch Incidents as they come, 
and then turn them to the Advantage of 
what he purſues, than pretend to foreſee 
them at a great Diſtance. Fear, Cruelty, 
Avarice, and Pride, are wholly Strangers to 
his Nature ; but he is not without Ambi- 
ton. There is one Thing peculiar in his 
Temper, which I altogether diſapprove, and 
do not remember to have heard or met 
with in any other Man's Character: I mean, 
an Eaſineſs and Indifterence under any Im- 
putation, although he be never fo inno- 
cent, and although the ſtrongeſt Probabili- 
tes and Appearances are againſt him; fo 
that I have known him often ſuſpected by 
his neareſt Friends, for ſorne Months, in 
Points of the higheſt Importance, to a De- 
gee, that they were ready to break with 


bim, and only undeceived by Time and Ac- 


cident. His Detractors, who charge him 
with Cunning, are but ill acquainted with 
tis Character; for, in the Senſe they take 
the Word, and as it is uſually underſtood, 
| know no Man to whom that mean Ta- 
lent could be with leſs Juſtice applied, as 
the Conduct of Affairs, while he hath been 
a the Helm, doth clearly demonſtrate, very 
contrary to the Nature and Principles of 
Cunning, which is always employed in ſer- 
ding little Turns, propoſing little Ends, and 


ſupplying daily Exigencies by little Shifts 


and Expedients. But to reicue a Prince 
out 
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out of the Hands of inſolent Subjects, bent 
upon ſuch Deſigns as muſt Py end in 


the Ruin of the Government ; to find out 
Means for paying ſuch exorbitant Debts as 
this Nation hath been involved in, and re- 
duce it to a better Management ; to make a 
yon Enemy offer advantageous Terms of 

eace, and deliver up the moſt im portant 
Fortreſs of his Kingdom, as a Security ; and 
this againſt all th: Oppoſition, mutually 
raiſed and inflamed by Parties and Allies; 
ſuch Performances can only be called cun- 
ning by thoſe whoſe want of Underſtanding, 
or of Candour, puts them upon finding ill 
Names for great Qualities of the Mand, 
neither which themſelves do poſſeſs, nor 
can form any juſt Conception of. However, 
it muſt be allowed, that an obſtinate Love 


of Secrecy in this Miniſter ſeems, at Dif | 


ſtance, to have ſome Reſemblance of Cun- 
ning ; for he is not only very Retentive of 
Secrets, but appears to be fo too, which 
I number amongſt his Defects. He hath 
been blamed by his Friends for refuſing to 
diſcover his Intentions, even in thoſe Points 
where the wiſeſt Man may have need df 
Advice and Aſſiſtance ; and ſome have cen- 
ſured him, upon that Account, as if he 
were jealous of Power : but he hath been 


heard to anſwer, ** That he ſeldom did 


« otherwiſe, without cauſe to repent.” 
HowEveR, fo undiſtinguiſhed a Cau- 
tion cannot, in my Opinion, be * 
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by which the Owner loſeth many Advan- 
tages, and whereof all Men, who deſerved 
to be confided in, may with ſome Reaſon 


complain. His Love of Procraſtination 


(wherein doubtleſs Nature hath her Share) 
may probably be increaſed by the tame 
Means; but this is an Imputation laid upon 
many other great Miniſters, who like Mien 
under too heavy a Load, let fall that which 
is of the leaſt Conſequence, and go back to 
fetch it when their Shoulders are free ; for 
Time is often gained, as well as loſt, by 
Delay, which at worſt is a Fault on the 
ſecurer Side. Neither probably is this Mi- 


niſter anſwerable for half the Clamour raiſ- 


ed againſt him upon that Article: His En- 
deavours are wholly turned upon the gene- 
ral Welfare of his Country, but perhaps 


vith too little Regard to that of Particular 


Perſons, which renders him leſs amiable, 
than he would otherwiſe have been from 
the Goodneſs of his Humour, and agree- 
able Converſation in a private Capacity, 
and with few Dependers. Yet ſome Al- 
lowance may perhaps be given to this Fail- 
ng, which 1s one of the greateſt he hath, 
lince he cannot be more Careleſs of other 
Men's Fortunes than he is of his own. He 
s Maſter of a very great and faithful Me- 


| mory, which is of mighty Uſe in the Ma- 


nagement of Public Affairs; and I believe 
there are few Examples to be produced in 
any Age, of « Perſon who hath paſſed 

| G through 
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through ſo many Employ ments in the State, 
endowed with a great Share, both of Di 
vine and Human Learning. 
aA perſuaded that Foreigners, as well 
as thoſe at Home, who live too remote 


from the Scene of Buſineſs to be rightly 


informed, will not be diſpleaſed with this 
Account of a Perſon, who in the Space of 
two Years, hath been fo highly Inſtrumen- 
tal in changing the Face of Affairs in Ex 
rape, and hath deſerved fo well of his own 
Prince and Country. 

I's that perplexed Condition of the Pub. 
lic Debts, which I have already deſcribed, 
this Miniſter was brought into the Tres 
fury and Exchequer, and had the chief Di. 
rection of Affairs. His firſt Regulation 
was that of Exchequer Bills, which, to the 
great Diſcouragement of Public Credit, and 
Scandal to the Crown, were Three per Cent. 
leſs in Value than the Sums ſpecified in 
them. The preſent Treaſurer, being then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, procured an 
Act of Parliament, by which the Bank cf 
England ſhould be obliged, in Conſiderati- 
on of Forty-five Thouſand Pounds, to ac: 
cept and circulate thoſe Bills without any 
Diſcount. He then proceeded to ſtop the 
Depredations of thoſe who dealt in Re- 
mittances of Money to the Army, who, 


unheard-of Exactions in that Kind of Trat- | 


fic, had amaſled prodigious Wealth at the 


Public Coſt, to which the Earl of Cod. 
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bin had given too much Way, * poſſibly 
by Neglect; for I think be cannot be accuſed of 


ion. 

Bor the new Treaſurer's chief Concern 
was to reſtore the Credit of the Nation, by 
finding ſome Settlement for unprovided 
Debts, amounting in the whole to Ten 
Millions, which hung on the Public as a 
Load equally heavy and diſgraceful, with- 
out any Proſpect of being removed, and 


which former Miniſters never had the Care 


or Courage to inſpect. He reſolved to go ar 
once to the Bottom of this Evil ; and hav- 
ing computed and ſummed up the Debt ef 
the Navy, and Victualling, Ordinance, and 
Tranſport of the Army, and Tranſport De- 
bentures made out for the Service of the 
laſt War, of the general Mortgage-Tallies 
for the Year 1710, and ſome other Defici- 
encies, he then found out a Fund of Inter- 
elt ſufficient to anſwer all this, which, 
being applied to other Uſes, could not 
raiſe preſent Money for the War, but in a 
very few Years would clear the Debt it 
Was ed for. The intermediate ac- 
cruing Intereſt was to be paid by the Trea- 
ſurer of the Navy; and, as a farther Ad- 
vantage to the Creditors, they ſhould be 
erected into a Company for trading to the 
South-Seas, and for Encouragement of 


rm 
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Fiſhery. When all this was fully prepared 


and digeſted, he made a Motion in the | 


Houſe of Commons (who deferred extreme. 
ly to his, Judgment and Abilities) for pay- 


ing the Debts of the Navy, and other un. 


provided Deficiencies, without entering in- 
to Particulars, which was immediately voted, 
But a ſudden Stop was put to this Affair 
by an unforeſeen Accident. The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer ( which was then his 
Title) being ſtabbed with a Penknife, the 
following Day, at the Cockpit, in the Midſt 
of a Dozen Lords of the Council, by the 
Sieur de Guiſcard, a French Papiſt; the Cir- 
cumſtances of which Fact being not within 
the Compaſs of this Hiſtory, I ſhall only 
obſerve, that after two Months Confine- 
ment, and frequent Danger of his Life, he 
returned to his Seat in Parliament“. 

Tux Overtures made by this Miniſter, 
of paying fo vaſt a Debt, under the Pref 
ſures of a long War, and the Difficulty of 
finding Supplies for continuing it, was 


during the Time of his Illneſs, ridiculed | 


by his Enemies as an impracticable and 
and viſionary Project : and when, upon his 
Return to the Houſe, he had explained hs 
Propoſal, the very Proprietors of the Debt 
were, many of them prevailed on to op 
pole it; although the obtaining this Trade, 
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| either through Old Spain, or directly to the 


Spaniſh Weft-Indries, had been one principal 
End we aimed at by this War. However, 
the Bill paſſed; and, as an immediate 


| Corſe juence, the Naval Bills roſe to about 


Twenty per Cent. nor ever fell within 
Ten of their Diſcount. Another good 
Effect of this Work appeared by the Par- 


lamentary Lotteries, which have been ſince 


erected. The laſt of that Kind, under the 
former Miniſtry, was eleven Weeks in fil- 
ling; whereas the firſt, under the preſent, 
was filled in a very few Hours, although 
it coſt the Government leſs; and the others, 
which followed, were full before the Acts 
concerning them could paſs. And to pre- 
vent Incumbrances of this Kind from 
growing for the future, he took care, by 
the utmoſt Parſimony, or by ſuſpending 
Payments, where they ſeemed leſs to preſs, 
that all Stores for the Navy ſhould be 
bought with ready Money; by which Cent. 


per Cent. hath been ſaved in that mighty 


Article of our Expence, as will appear from 
an Account taken at the Victualling-Office * 
on the Ninth of Auguſt, 1712. And the 
Payment of the Intereſt was leſs a Burthen 
upon the Navy, by the Stores being bought 
at ſo cheap a Rate. 

IT might look inviduous to enter into 
farther Particulars upon this Head, but of 
ſmaller Moment. What I have above re- 
lated, may ſerve to ſhew in how ill a Con- 
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dition the Kingdom ſtood, with relation to 
its Debts, by the Corruption as well as 
Negligence of former Management ; and 
what prudent, effectual Meaſures have ſince 
been taken to provide for old Incumbran- 
ces, and hinder the running into new. 
This may be ſufficient for the Information 
of the Reader, perhaps already tired with 
a Subject ſo little entertaining as that of 
Accounts : I ſhall therefore now return to 
relate ſome of the principal Matters that 
paſſed in Parliament, during this Seſſion. 

Uyron the Eighteenth of January the 
Houſe of Lords ſent down a Bill to the 
Commons, for fixing the Precedence of the 
Hanover Family, which probably had been 
forgot in the Acts for ſettling the Succeſſion 
of the Crown. That of Henry VIII. which 
gives the Rank to Princes of the Blood, 
carries it no farther than to Nephews, Nie- 
ces, and Grand-Children of the Crown ; 
by Virtue of which the Princeſs Sophia is a 
Princeſs of the Blood, as Niece to King 
Charles I. of England, and precedes accord- 
ingly ; but this Priviledge doth not deſcend 
to her Son the Elector, or the Electoral 
Prince. To ſupply which Defect, and pay 


a Compliment to the preſumptive Heirs of 


the Crown, this Bill, as appeareth by the 
Preamble, was recommended by her Ma- 
jeſty to the Houſe of Lords; which the 
Commons, to ſhew their Zeal for every 
thing that might be thought to concern the 
| Intereſt 
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Mtereſt or Honour of that Illuſtrious Fami- 
ly, ordered to be read Thrice, and paſſed 
Nemine Contradicente, and returned to the 
Lords, without any Amendment, on the 
very Day it was ſent down. 

Bur the Houſe ſeemed to have nothing 
more at Heart than a ſtrict Inquiry into the 
State of the Nation, with reſpect to Foreign 
Alliances. Some Diſcourſes had been pub- 
liſhed in Print, about the Beginning of the 
Seſſion, boldly complaining of certain Ar- 
ticles in the Barrier-Treaty, concluded 
about three Years ſince by the Lord Viſ- 
count Town/end, between Great Britain and 


| the States General; and ſhewing, in many 


Particulars, the unequal Conduct of theſe 
Powers in our Alliance, in furniſhing their 
Quotas and Supplies. It was aflerted by 
the fame Writer s. That theſe Hard- 
* ſhips, put upon England, had been coun- 
* tenanced and encouraged by a Party 
here at home, in order to preſerve their 
* Power, which could be no otherwiſe 
* maintained than by continuing the War, 
* as well as by her Majeſty's General 
Abroad, upon account of his own pe- 
* culiar Intereſt and Grandeur.” Theſe 


loud Accufations ſpreading themſelves 


throughout the Kingdom, delivered in Facts 
directly charged, and thought, whether 
true or not, to be but weakly conſuted, 
had ſufficiently prepared the Minds of the 
People; and, by putting Arguments into 

4 every 
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every Body's Mouth, had filled the Town 
and Country with Controverſies, both in 
Writing and Diſcourſe. The Point ap- 
peared to be of great Conſequence, whether 
the War continued or not: For, in the 
former Caſe, it was neceſſary that the Al. 
lies ſhould be brought to a more equal Re- 
gulation ; and that the States in particular, 
tor whom her Majeſty had done ſuch great 
Things, ſhould explain and correct thoſe 
Articles in the Barrier Treaty which were 
prejudicial to Britain; and, in either Caſe, 
it was fit the People ſhould have at leaſt 
the Satisfaction of knowing by whoſe Coun- 
ſels, and for what Deſigns, they had been 
ſo hardly treated. 

Ix order to this great Inquiry, the 
Bzrrier-Treaty, with all other Treaties and 
Agreements entered into between her Ma- 
jeſty and her Allies, during the preſent 
War, for the raiſing and augmenting the 
Proportions for the Service thereof, were, 
by the Queen's Directions, laid before the 
Houſe. 

SEVERAL Reſolutions were drawn up, 
and reported at different Times, upon the 
Deficiencies of the Allies in furniſhing their 
Quotas, upon certain Articles in the Barrier 


Treaty, and upon the State of the War; 
by all which it appeared, that whatever 


had been charged by Public Diſcourſes in 
Print againſt the late Miniflry, and the 
| Conduct 
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Conduct of the Allies, was much leſs than 
the Truth. Upon theſe Reſolutions (by 
one of which the Lord Viſcount Teunſend, 
who negociated and ſigned the Barrier- 
Treaty, was declared an Enemy to the 
Queen and Kingdom), and upon ſome 
farther Directions to the Committee, a 
Repreſentation was formed; and ſoon af- 
ter the Commons in a Body preſented it 
to the Queen, the Endeavours of the ad- 
verſe Party not prevailing to have it recom- 
I Repreſ ſuppoſed to be 

Tris entation (ſu to 
the Work of Sir — — Pen) is 
written with much Energy and Spirit, and 
will be a very uſeful authentic Record, 
for the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who at any time 
ſhall undertake to write the Hiſtory of the 
preſent Times. 

I D1D intend, for Brevity fake, to have 
given the Reader only an Abſtract of it ; 
but, upon Trial, found myſelf unequal to 


ſuch a Taſk, without injuring ſo excellent 
a Piece. And although I think hiſtorical 


Relations are but ill patched up with long 
Tranſcripts already printed, which, upon 
that Account, I have hitherto avoided ; 
yet this being the Sum of all Debates and 
Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons in 
that great Affair of the War, I conceived 
it could not be well omitted. 
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** Moſt gracious Soverei 
Wx your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
** loyal Subjects, the Commons of Great 
** Britain in Parliament aſſembled, having 
nothing ſo much at Heart as to enable 
** your Majeſty to bring this long and ex- 
penſive War to an honourable and happy 
Concluſion, have taken it into our moſt 

*© ſerious Conſideration, how the nece 
** Supplies to be provided by us may be 
** beſt applied, and how the common 
** Cauſe may in the moſt effectual Manner 
be carried on, by the united Force of 
** the whole Confederacy; we have thought | 
© ourſelves obliged, in Duty to your Ma- 
** jeſty, and in Diſcharge of the Truſt re- 
poſed in us, to inquire into the true State 
of the War, in all its Parts, we have ex- 
amined what Stipulations have been en- 
« tered into between your Majeſty and your 
Allies; and how far ſuch Engagements 
„have on each Side been made good. We 
have conſidered the different Intereſts 
* which the Confederates have in the 
% Succeſs of this War, and the different 
Shares they have contributed to its Sup- 
« port: we have with our utmoſt Care 
„and Diligence endeavoured to diſcover 
the Nature, Extent, and Charge of it, to 
« the End, that by comparing the Weight | 
„thereof with our own Strength, we might 
adapt the one to the other in _—— 
« ſurs, 
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6 ſure, as neither to continue your Ma- 
+ jeſty's Subjects under a heavier Burthen, 
than in Reaſon and Juſtice they ought to 
dear; nor deceive your Majeſty, your 
* Allies, and Ourſelves, by undertaking 
* more than the Nation in its preſent Cir- 
* cumſtances is able to perform. 

*« Your Majeſty has been graciouſly 
* pleaſed, upon our humble Applications, 
* to order ſuch Materials to be laid before 
us, as have furniſhed us with the neceſ- 
* ſary Information upon the Particulars we 
have inquired into; and when we ſhall 
* have laid before your Majeſty our Ob- 
ſervations, and humble Advice upon 
this Subject, we promiſe to ourſelves this 
* happy Fruit from it, that if your Ma- 
+ jeſty's generous and good Purpoſes, for 
* the procuring a ſafe and laſting Peace, 
* ſhould, through the Obſtinacy of the 
Enemy, or by any other Means, be un- 
* happily defeated, a true Knowledge alli 
© and Underſtanding of the paſt Conduct 
„ of the War, will be the beſt Foundation 
“for a more frugal and equal Manage- 
ment of it for the time to come. 

© In order to take the more perfect 
« View of what we propoſed, and that we 
* might be able to ſet the whole before 
« your Majeſty in a true Light, we have 
* thought it neceſſary to go back to the 
* Beginning of the War, and beg Leave 
* to obſerve the Motives and Reaſons, 

upon 
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© upon which his late Majeſty King il. 
* liam firſt engaged in it. The Treaty of 


* the Grand Alliance, explains thoſe Rea- 
* ſons to be for the ſupporting the Preten- 
& ſions of his Imperial Majeſty, then ac- 
* tually engaged in a War with the French 
King, who had uſurped the intire Spaniſb 
** Monarchy for his Grandſon the Duke of 
* Anjou, and for the aſſiſting the States 
** General, who, by the Loſs of their Bar- 
** rier againſt France, were then in the 
ſame, or a more dangerous Condition, 
than if they were actually invaded. As 
theſe were the juſt and neceſſary Motives 
for undertaking this War, ſo the Ends 
** propoſed to be obtained by it, were e- 
qually wife and honourable ; for as t 
are ſet forth in the eighth Article of the 
ſame Treaty, they appear to have been 
the procuring an equitable and reaſonable Sa- 
tisfattion to his Imperial Majeſty, and ſuf- 
fictent Securities for the Dommions, Provin- 
ces, Navigation, and Commerce of the Ki 
of Great Britain, and the States Gener 
and the making eſfectual Provifion, that the 
* two Kiagdoms of France and Spain ſhould 
never be united under the ſame Government ; 
and particularly, that the French ſhould 
never get into the Poſſeſſion of the Spanib 
Weſt Indies, or be permitted to fail thi- 
ther, upon the Account of Traffick, or 
under any Pretence whatſoever ; and 
-- laſtly, the ſecuring to the Subjects of the | 
* King 
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King of Great Britain, and the States 
„General all the ſame Privileges, and 
e . 

Rights of Commerce, throughout the 
„ whole Dominions of Spain, as they en- 
;, Joyed before the Death of Charles the Se- 
„ cond, King of Spain, by Virtue of any 
„ Treaty, Agreement, or Cuſtom, or any 
„ other Way whatſoever. For the obtain- 
„ ing theſe Ends, the three confederated 
\, Powers to aſhſt one ano- 
Re ther with their whole Force, accord- 
4 ing to ſuch Proportions as ſhould be ſpe- 
\, Cified in a particular Convention, after- 
4 Wards to be made for that Purpoſe : We 
4 do not find that any ſuch Convention was 
i, Ever ratified ; but it appears, that there 
% Was an Agreement concluded, which, by 
common Conſent, was underſtood to be 
4 binding upon each party reſpectively, and 
„ according to which the Proportions of 
i, Great Britain were from the Beginning 
regulated and founded. The Terms of 
4 that Agreement were, That for the Ser- 
., vice at Land, his Imperial Majeſty ſhould 
., furniſh ninety thouſand Men, the King 
4 of Great Britain forty thouſand, and the 
., States General one hundred and two 
„ thouſand, of which there were forty-two 
., thouſand intended to ſupply their Garri- 
4 ſons, and fixty thouſand w act againſt 
% the common Enemy in the field; and 
., with regard to the Operations of the War 
» at Sea, they were agreed to be * 
| — 
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ed jointly by Great Britain and the States 
General, the Quota of Ships to be fur- 
** Niſhed for that Service being five Eighths 
on the Part of Great Britain and three 
** Eighths on the Part of the States General. 

** Upon this Foot, the War began in 
the Year 1702, at which time the whole 
** yearly Expence of it to England amount- 
ed to three millions ſeven hundred and 
* ſix thouſand four hundred ninety-four 
= _ ; 2 2 — 2 

then thought our Majeſty's Subje 
** after the dy Pan of Eaſe they had 
** enjoyed from the Burthen of the former 
** War, but yet a very moderate Proportion, 
** in Compariſon with the Load which hath 
** fince been laid upon them: For it ap- 
** pears, by Eſtimates given in to your 


Commons, that the Sums neceſſary to 
on the Service for this preſent 


4 
4 


„ Year, in the ſame Manner as it was per. 


* formed the laſt Year, amount to more 
** than fix millions nine hundred and ſixtj 
** thouſand Pounds, beſides Intereſt for 
„the Public Debts, and the Deficien- 
& cies accruing the laſt Year, which two 
Articles require one million one hundred 
and forty-three thouſand Pounds more; 
** ſo that the whole Demands upon you 
Commons are ariſen to more than eight 


++ Millions for the preſent annual Supply. 


We know your Majeſty's tender Regard 
for the Welfare of your People, wil 
make 
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** make it uneaſy to you to hear of fo great 


** a Preſſure as this upon them; and as we 


are aſſured, it will fully convince your 
** Majeſty of the Neceſſity of our preſent 
Inquiry; fo we beg Leave to repreſent to 
** you, from what Cauſes, and by what 
Steps, this immenſe Charge appears to 
* have grown upon us. 

Tux Service at Sea, as it has been 
very large and extenſive in itſelf, fo it 
has been carried on, through the whole 
** Courſe of the War, in a manner highly 
diſadvantageous to your Majeſty and 
your Kingdom: For the Neceſſity of 
Affairs requiring that great Fleets ſhould 
be fitted out every Year, as well for tne 
maintaining a Superiority in the Medi- 
terranean, as for oppoling any Force 
which the Enemy might prepare, either 
* at Dunkirk, or in the Ports of Weſt France, 
your Majeſty's Example and Readineſs 
m fitting out your Proportion of Ships, 
* for all Parts of that Service, have been fo 
** far from prevailing with the States Ge- 
* neral to keep pace with you, that they 
* have been deficient every Year to a great 
Degree, in Proportion to what your Ma- 
** jeſty hath furniſhed ; ſometimes no leſs 
than two Thirds, and generally more 
5 than Half of their Quota : rem Jones 

your Majeſty has been obliged, for the 
preventing Diſappoinments in the moſt 
preſſing Service, to ſupply thoſe Defici- 
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* encies by additional Reinforcements of 
* your own Ships ; nor hath the ſingle In- 
* creaſe of ſuch a Charge been the only ill 
* Conſequence that attended it ; for by this 
Means the Debt of the Navy hath been 
* inhanced, ſo that the Diſcounts ariſing 
upon the Credit of it have affected all o- 
ther Parts of the Service, from the ſame 
Cauſe. Your Majeſty's Ships of War 
* have been forced in greater Numbers to 
continue in remote Seas, and at unſea- 
” ſonable Times of nad + oy to the great 
Damage and Deca the Britiſb Navy. 
© This alſo hath A the Occaſion that 
* your Majeſty hath been ſtreightened in 
** your Convoys for Trade; your Coaſts 
have been expoſed, for Want of a ſuffi- 
** cient Number of Cruizers toguard them; 
and you have been diſabled from annoy- 
ing the Enemy, in their moſt beneficial 
Commerce with the Ve Indies, from 


** whence they received thoſe vaſt Supplies 


af Treaſure, without which they could 
not have ſupported the Expences of this 
War. 

** THAT Part of the War which hath 
e been carried on in Flanders, was at firſt 
immediately neceſſary to the Security of 
** theStates-General, and hath ſince brought 
* them great Acquiſitions, both of Reve- 
- nue and Dominion ; yet even there 8 

original proportions have been depart 
Strom, and, during the Courſe A 

> War, 
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War, have been ſinking by Degrees on 
* the Part of Holland; ſo that in this laſt 
* Year, we find the Number in which they 
fell ſhort of their three Fifths, to your 
* Majeſty's two Fifths, have been twenty 
© thouſand eight hundred and thirty-ſeven 
Men: We are not unmindful, that in 
m | the Year 1703, a Treaty was made be- 

* tween the two Nations, for a joint Aug- 
© mentation of twenty thouſand Men, 

* wherein the Proportions were varied, 
and England conſented to take Half upon 
" itſelf. But it having been annexed as 


_ * an expreſs Condition to the Grant of the 


* faid Augmentation in Parliament, that 
* the States General ſhould prohibit all 
* Trade and Commerce with France, and 
that Condition having not been perform- 
ed by them, the Commons think it rea- 
. ſonable, that the firſt Rule of three to 
two ought to have taken Place again, as 
„ well in that as in other ſubſequent Aug- 
„ mentations, more eſpecially when they 
dconſider, that the Revenues of thoſe rich 
Provinces which have been conquered, 
would, if they were duly applied, main- 
3 „ fain a great Number of new additional 
© Forces againſt the common Enemy ; 
* notwithſtanding which, the States Ge- 
2 „ neral have raiſed none upon that Ac- 
count, but make uſe of thoſe freſh Sup- 
* Plies of Money, only to eaſe themſelves 
in 


RR 
„ in wu Charge of their firſt eſtabliſhed 
As in the Progreſs of the War in Flan- 
ders, a Diſproportation was ſoon created 
to the Prejudice of England; fo the very 
** Beginning of the War in Portugal, brought 
an unequal Share of Burden upon us; 
for although the Emperor and the States 
General were equally Parties with your 
© Majeſty in the Treaty with the King of 
** Portugal, yet the Emperor neither fur- 
** Niſhing his third Part of the Troops and 
* Subſidies ſtipulated for, nor the Dutch 
* conſenting to take an equal Share of his 
* Imperial Majeſty's Defect upon them- 
** ſelves, your Majeſty hath been obliged to 
« furniſh two Thirds of the entire Ex- 
«6 pence created by that Service. Nor has 
the Inequality ſtopped there; for ever 
„ fince the Year 1706, when the Engh/b 
and Dutch Forces marched out of Portu- 
* gal into Caftile, the States General have 
“ intirely abandoned the War in Portugal, 
% and left your Majeſty to proſecute it 
% ſingly at your own Charge, which you 
have accordingly done, by replacing a 
greater Number of Troops there, than 
even at firſt you took upon you to pro- 


vide. At the ſame Time your Majeſty's | 


« generous Endeavours for the Su 
and Defence of the King of Portugal, 
have been but ill ſeconded by that Prince 
« himſelf ; for notwithſtanding that by his 
| « Treaty 
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« Treaty he had obliged himſelf to furniſh 
„ twelve thouſand Foot, and three thou- 
« fand Horſe, upon his own Account, be- 
« fides eleven thouſand Foot, and two 


4 thouſand Horſe more, in Conſideration 


«* of a Subſidy paid him; yet, according 
&© to the beſt Information your Commons 
% can procure, it appears, that he hath 
« ſcarce at any Time furniſhed thirteen 
* thouſand Men in the Whole. 

« In Spain the War hath been yet more 
K unequal, and burthenſome to your Ma- 
* jeſty, than in any other Branch of it; for 
being commenced without any Treaty 
* whatſoever, the Allies have almoſt wholly 
* declined taking any Part of it upon them- 
* ſelves. A ſmall Body of Engliſb and Dutch 
* Troops were ſent thither in the Year 
* 1705, not as being thought ſufficient to 
* ſupport a regular War, or to make the 
* Conqueſt of fo large a Country ; but 
* with a View only of aſſiſting the Spaniards 
to ſet King Charles upon the Throne; 
| © occaſioned by the great Aſſurances which 

were given of their Inclinations to the 
* Houſe of Auſtria : But this ExpeQation 
„failing, England was inſenſibly drawn 
© into an eſtabliſhed War, under all the 
Ditadvantages of the Diſtance of the 
* Place, and the feeble Efforts of the other 
Allies. The Account we have to lay 
* before your Majeſty, upon this Head, 
* is, that although the Undertaking was 
entered 


1144 

entered upon at the particular and ear. 
* neſt Requeſt of the Imperial Court, and 
for a Cauſe of no leſs Importance and 
* Concern to them, than the reducing the 
* Spaniſþ Monarchy to the Houſe of 
* Auftria ; yet neither the late Emperors, 
nor his preſent Imperial Majeſty, have 
ever had any Forces there on their Ac- 
count, till the laſt Tear; and then, only 
one Regiment of Foot, conſiſting of 
two thouſand Men. Though the States 
General have contributed ſomething 
more to this Service, yet their Share 
* alſo hath been inconſiderable; for in the 
Space of four Years, from 1705, to 
** 1708, both incluſive, all the Forces they 
* have ſent into that Country have not 
exceeded twelve thouſand two hundred 
Men; and from the Year 1708 to this 
Time, they have not ſent any Forces or 
** Recruits whatſoever. To your Majeſty's 
Care and Charge, the Recovery of that 
Kingdom hath been in a manner wholly 
left, as if none elſe were intereſted or 
* concerned in it. And the Forces which 
& your Majeſty hath ſent into Spain, in the 
Space of ſeven Years, from 1705, to 
% 1711, both inclufive, have amounted 
© to no leſs than fifty-ſeven thouſand nine 
hundred and ſeventy- three Men, beſides 
© thirteen Battalions and eight Squadrons, 
for which your Majeſty hath paid a Sub- 
6 fidy to the Emperor. 
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che eſtabliſhed Expence 


« How 
& of a Number of Men hath been, your 
& Majeſty very well knows, and your Com- 
« mons very ſenſibly feel; but the Weight 
“vill be found much greater, when it is 


« conſidered how many heavy Articles of 
% unuſual and extraordinary Charge have 
attended this remote and difficult Ser- 
vice, all which have been entirely de- 
* frayed by your Majeſty, except that one 
© of tranſporting the few Forces, which 
& were ſent by the States General, and the 


_ © victualling of them, during their Tranſ- 


* portation only. The Accounts delivered 
* to your Commons ſhew, that the Charge 
* of your Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels, em- 
„ ployed in the Service of the War in 
4 Spain and Portugal, reckoned after the 
«© Rate of four Pounds a Man per Month, 
from the Time they failed from hence, 
till they returned, were loſt, or put upon 
« other Services, hath amounted to ſix 
Millions five hundred forty thouſand nine 
hundred and fixty-fix Pounds fourteen 
“ Shillings: The Charge of Tranſports on 
* the Part of Great Britain, for carrying 
* on the War in Spain and Portugal, from 
e the Beginning of it till this Time, hath 
* amounted to one Million three hundred 
thirty ſix thouſand ſeven hundred and 
* nineteen Pounds nineteen Shillings and 
* eleven Pence; that of victualling Land- 
Forces for the ſame Service, to five bo 
— e 


146 
t dred eighty- three thouſand ſeven hun- 
« dred and ſeventy Pounds eight Shillings 
and fix Pence; and that of Contingen- 
& cies, and other Extraordinaries for the 
© ſame Service, to one Million eight hun- 
& dred forty thouſand three hundred and 
« fifty-three Pounds. 

« Ws ſhould take Notice to your Ma- 
« jeſty of ſeveral Sums paid upon Account 
of Contingencies, and Extraordinaries 
in Flanders, making together the Sum of 
* one Million one hundred ſeven thouſand 
and ninety-{ix Pounds: But we are not 
«© able to make any Compariſon of them, 
« with what the States General have ex- 
«© pended upon the ſame Head, having no 
« ſuch State of their extraordinary Charge 
« before us. There remains therefore 
% but one Particular more for your Ma- 
« jeſty's Obſervation, which ariſes from 
e the Subſidies paid to foreign Princes. 
„ Theſe, at the Beginning of the War, 
«© were borne in equal Proportion by your 
« Majeſty, and the States General; but in 
« this Inſtance alſo, the Balance hath been 
« caſt in Prejudice of your Majeſty : For 
it appears, that your Majeſty hath ſince 
« advanced more than your equal Propor- 
« tion, three Millions one hundred and 
« fifty-five thouſand Crowns, beſides Ex 
« traordinaries paid in Lal), and not in- 
£ cluded in any of the foregoing Articles, 
« which ariſe to five hundred thirty-nine 


« thouſand 


| 
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* thouſand five hundred and fifty- three 
* Pounds. 

„W have laid theſe ſeveral Particu- 
lars before your Majeſty in the ſhorteſt 
„ manner we have been able; and by an 
* Eſtimate grounded on the preceding 
Facts, it doth appear, that over and above 
* the Quotas on the Part of Great Britain, 
« anſwering to thoſe contributed by your 
« Allies, more than nineteen Millions have 
* been expended by your Majeſty, during 
the Courſe of this War, by way of Sur- 
« pluſage, or exceeding in Balance, of 
„ which none of the Confederates have fur- 
« niſhed any thing whatſoever. 

„Ir is with very great Concern, that 
« we find fo much Occaſion given us, to 
* repreſent how ill an Uſe hath been made 
* of your Majeſty's and your Subjects Zeal 
for the Common Cauſe ; that the Intereſt 
of that Cauſe hath not been propor- 
* tionably promoted by it, but others only 
have been eaſed at your Majeſty's and 


your Subjects Coſt, and have been con- 


„ nived at, in laying their Part” of the 
* Burthen upon this Kingdom, although 
* they have upon all Accounts been equally, 
and in moſt Reſpects, much more near- 
ly concerned than Britain in the Iſſue of 
* the War. We are perſuaded your Ma- 
* jeſty will think it pardonable in us, with 
* ſome Reſentment to complain of the lit- 
* tle Regard, which foni< of thoſe, whom 

| 3 „your 


5 © Wy 

* Majeſty of late Years intruſt 

oy — — the Intereſts of — 
Country, in giving Way, at leaſt, to ſuch 
* unreaſonable Impoſitions upon it, if not 
in ſome Meaſure contriving them. The 
« Courſe of which Impoſitions hath been 
* fo ſingular and extraordinary, that the 
more the Wealth of this Nation hath been 
* exhauſted, and the more your Majeſty's 
% Arms have been attended with Succeſs, 
© the heavier hath been the Burthen laid 
upon us; whilſt on the other Hand, the 


© more vigorous your Majeſty's Efforts 


% have been, and the greater the Advan- 
„ tages which have redounded thence to 
« your Allies, the more thoſe Allies have 
„ abated in their Share of the Expence. 

Ar the firſt Entrance into this War, 
the Commons were induced to exert 
« themſelves in the extraordinary Manner 
they did, and to grant ſuch large Sup- 
„ plies, as had been unknown to former 
Ages, in hopes thereby to prevent the 
«© Miſchiefs of a lingering War, and to bring 


that, in which they were neceſſarily en- 


** gaged, to a ſpeedy Concluſion ; but they 
„have been very unhappy in the Event, 
& whilſt they have ſo much Reaſon to ſuſ- 
«© pect, that what was intended to ſhorten 
„ the War, hath proved the very Cauſe 
aof its long Continuance ; for thoſe, to 
* whom the Profits of it have accrued, 
have not been diſpoſed eaſily to forego 

2 them. 
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« them. And your Majeſty will from thence 
« difcern the true Reaſon, why ſo many have 
« delighted in a War, which brought m (0 
rich an Harveſt yearly from Great Britain. 

Wr are far from deſiring, as we know 
« your Majeſty will be from concluding 
any Peace, but upon ſafe and honourable 
« Terms; and we are far from 32 
« to excuſe ourſelves from raiſing all neceſ- 


_ * fary and poſſible Supplies, for an effectu- 


© al Proſecution of the War, till ſuch a 
Peace can be obtained: All that your 
faithful Commons aim at, all that they 
* wiſh, is an equal Concurrence from the 
other Powers, engaged in Alliance with 
your Majeſty ; and a juſt Application of 
* what hath been already gained from the 
* Enemy, towards promoting the Common 
* Cauſe. Several large Countries and Terri- 
© tories have been reſtored to the Houſe of 
* Auſtria, ſuch as the Kingdom of Naples, 
the Dutchy of Milan, and other Places in 
Lacy; others have been conquered, and 
* added to their Dominions, as the two 
Electorates of Bavaria and Cologn, the 
* Dutchy of Mantua, and the Piſhoprick 
of Liege; theſe having been reduced in 
l meaſure by our Blood and Trea- 
ure, may, we humbly conceive, with 
* great Reaſon, be claimed to come in Aid 
© towards carrying on the War in Spain. 
* And therefore we make it our earneſt 
* Requeſt to your Majeſty, that you will 

H „give 


15 

'© give Inſtructions to your Miniſters, to 
« inſiſt with the Emperor, that the Reve- 
nues of thoſe ſeveral Places, excepting 
only ſuch a Portion thereof as is neceſſary 
& for their Defence, be actually fo applied: 
* And as to the other Parts of the War, to 
* which your Majeſty hath obliged yourſelf 
by particular Treaties to contribute, 
** we humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that 
** you will be pleaſed to take effectual Care, 
that your Allies do perform their Parts 
* ſtipulated by thoſe Treaties; and that 
© your Majeſty will, for the future, no 
© otherwiſe furniſh Troops, or pay Sub- 
ſidies, than in Proportion to what your 
Allies ſhall actually furniſh and pay: 
When this Juſtice is done to your Majeſty, 
* and to your People, there is nothing 
** which your Commons will not chearful- 
« ly grant, towards ſupporting your Ma- 
+ jeſty in the Cauſe in which you are en- 
* gaged. And whatever farther ſhall ap- 
** pear to be neceſſary for carrying on the 
&« War, either at Sea or Land, we will ef- 
« feCtually enable your Majeſty to bear 
« yourreaſonableShareofany ſuch Expence, 
and will ſpare no Supplies which your 
6 Subjects are able, with their utmoſt Ef- 
“ forts to afford. 

* AFTER having enquired into, and 
* confidered the State of the War, in which 
& the Part your Majeſty has borne, appears 
“% to have been, not only ſuperior to that 
„ of any ene Ally, but even equal to that 
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& of the whole Confederacy ; your Com- 
* mons naturally inclined to hope, that 
they ſhould find Care had been taken of 
* ſecuring ſome particular Advantages to 
« Britain, in the Terms of a future Peace 
* ſuch as might afford a Proſpect of mak- 
« ing the Nation amends, in Time, for 
that immenſe Treaſure which has been 
* expended, and thoſe heavy Debts which 
© have becn contracted, in the Courſe of 
* ſo long and burthenſome a War. This 
* reaſonable Expectation could no way have 
been better anſwered, than by ſome Pro- 
viſion made for the further Security, and 
the great Improvement of the Commerce 
© of Great Britain; but we find ourſelves 
ſo very far diſappointed in theſe Hopes, 
that in a Treaty not long ſince concluded 
© between your Majeſty and the States 
* General, under a Colour of Mutual Guar- 
* antee, given for two Points of the great- 
* eſt Importance to both Nations, the Suc- 
* ceſhon, and the Barrier; it appears, the 
* Intereſt of Great Britain hath been not 
© only neglected, but ſacrificed ; and that 
© ſeveral Articles in the ſaid Treaty, are 
* deſtructive to the Trade and Welfare of 


this Kingdom, and therefore highly diſno- 


* nourable to your Majeſty. 
© Your Commons obſerve, in the firſt 
F Place, that ſeveral Towns and Places are, 
by Virtue of this Treaty, to be put into 
the Hands of the States General, parti- 
H 2 « cularly 
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% cularly Newport, Dendermond, and the 
* Caſtle of Ghent, which can in no Senſe be 
« looked upon as a Part of a Barrier againſt 
* France, but being the Keys of the Ne- 
«< therlands towards Britain, muſt make the 
© Trade of your Majeſty's Subjects in thoſe 
« Parts precarious, and whenever the States 
e think fit, totally exclude them from it. 
© The pretended Neceſſity of putting theſe 
Places into the Hands of the States Gene- 
« ral, in order to ſecure to them a Commu- 
& nication with their Barrier, muſt appear 
e yain and groundleſs ; for the Soyereignty 
of the Low Countries being not to remain 
« to an Enemy, but to a Friend and an 
Ally, that Communication muſt be al- 
* ways ſecure and uninterrupted ; beſides 
„that, in caſe of a Rupture, or an Attack, 
4 the States have full Liberty allowed them 
e to take Poſſeſſion of all the Spaniſh Ne. 
«© therlands, and therefore needed no parti- 
* cular Stipulation for the Towns above- 
mentioned. 

© HAVING taken Notice of this Con- 
ceſſion made to the States General, for 


* 


ſeizing upon the whole ten Provinces; | 


% we cannot but obſerve to your Majeſty 
that in the manner this Article is framed, 
„it is another dangerous Circumſtance 
* which attends this Treaty; for had ſuch 


* 


“an apparent Attack from France only, the 
«* avowed Deſign of this Treaty had been 
« fulfilled, 


a Proviſion been confined to the Care of | 
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* fulfilled, and your Majeſty's Inſtructions 
* to your Amballador had been purſued : 
But this neceſſary Reſtriction hath been 
« omitted, and the ſame Liberty is granted 
“to the States, to take Poſſeſhon of all the 
&* Netherlands, whenever they ſhall think 
«* themſelves attacked by any other neigh- 
« bouring Nation, as when they ſhall be 
in Danger from France; ſo that if it 
« ſhould at any Time happen (which your 
Commons are very unwilling to ſuppoſe) 
that they ſhould quarrel, even with your 
« Majeſty, the Riches, Strength, and ad- 
vantageous Situation of theſe Countries, 
may be made uſe of againſt yourſelf, with- 
© out whoſe generous and powerful Aſfiſ- 
* tance they had never been conquered. 

* To return to thoſe ill Conſequences 
* which relate to the Trade of your King- 
“ doms, we beg Leave to obſerve to your 
* Majeſty, that though this Treaty revives, 
and renders your Majeſty a Party to the 
* fourteenth and fifteenth Articles of the 


Treaty of Munſter, by Virtue of which, 
* the Impoſitions upon all Goods and Mer- 


* chandizes brought into the Spaxiſh Low 
* Countries by the Sea, are to equal thoſe 
laid on Goods and Merchandizes im- 
* Ported by the Scheld, and the Canals of 


© Saſs and Swynn, and other Mouths of 


the Sea adjoining ; yet no care is taken 
to preſerve that Equality upon the Ex- 
* portation of thoſe Goods out of the Spa- 
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niſb Provinces, into thoſe Countries and 
* Places, which, by Virtue of this Treaty, 
are to be in Poſſeſſion of the States; the 
* Conſequence of which muſt in Time 
* be, and your Commons are informed, 
*« that in ſome Inſtances it has already prov- 
ed to be the Caſe, that the Impoſitions 
* upon Goods carried into thoſe Countries 
* and Places, by the Subjects of the States 
General, will be taken off, while thoſe 
„ upon the Goods imported by your Ma- 
« jeſty's Subjects remain: By which means, 
Great Britain will entirely loſe this moſt 
& beneficial Rranch of Trade, which it has 
„in all Ages been poſſeſſed of, even from 
* the Time when thoſe Countries were go- 
„ verned by the Houſe of Burgundy, one 
„ of the molt antient, as well as the moſt 
% uſeful Allies to the Crown of England. 

Wiru regard to the other Dominions 
„ and Territories of Spain, your Majel- 
* ty's Subjects have always been diſtinguiſh- 
ed in their Commerce with them, and 
„ both by ancient Treaties, and an unin- 
« terrupted Cuſtom, have enjoyed greater 
„ Privileges and Immunities of Trade, than 
6 either the Hallanders, or any other Na- 
4 tion whatſoever. And that wile and ex- 
„ cellent Treaty of the Grand Alliance, 
„ provides effectually for the Security and 
„ Continuance of theſe valuable Privileges 
© to Britain, in ſuch a manner, as that 
each Nation might be left, at the ＋ 
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&© of the War, upon the ſame Foot as it 
© ſtood at the Commencement of it: But 
4 this Treaty we now complain of, inſtead 
“ef confirming your Subjects Rights, ſur- 
« renders and deſtroys them; for although 
„by the ſixteenth and ſeventeenth Arti- 
« cles of the Treaty of Munfeer, made be- 
e tween his Catholick Majeſty andthe States 
* General, all Advantages of Trade are 
15 ſtipulated for, and granted to the Hil- 
andere, equal to u hat the Engliſh en- 
* joyed ; yet the Crown of England not be- 
ing a Party to that Treaty, the Subjects 
« of England have never ſubmitted to thoſe 
N « Articles of it, nor even the Spaniards 
* themſelyes ever obſerved them; but this 
ws Treaty revives thoſe Articles in Prejudice 
of Great Britain, and makes your Majet- 
ty a Party to them, and even a Guarantee 
1 Sel States General, for Privileges againſt 

Ks own People. 
* In how deliberate and extraordinary 
" a manner your Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
f 5 to deprive your Subjects of 
their ancient Rights, and your Majeſty 
„of the Power of procuring to them any 
new Advantage, moſt evidently appears 
« from his own Letters, which, by your 
1 Najeſty s Directions, have deen laid be- 
* fore your Commons : For when Matters 
of Advantage to your Majeſty, and to 
your Kingdom, had been offered, as 
* proper to be mad: Parts of this Treaty, 
H 4 they 
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they were refuſed to be admitted by the 
States General, upon this Reaſon and 
Principle, that nothing foreign to the 
Guaranties of the Succeſſion, and of the 
Barrier, ſhould be mingled with them ; 
notwithſtanding which, the States Ge- 
neral had no ſooner received Notice of 
a Treaty of Commerce concluded be- 
tween your Majeſty and the preſent Em- 
peror, but they departed from the Rule 
propoſed before, and inſiſted upon the 
Article of which your Commons now 
complain ; which Article your Majeſty's 
Ambaſſador allowed of, although equally 
foreign to the Succeſſion, or the Barrier ; 
and although he had for that Reaſon de- 
parted from other Articles, which would 
have been for the Service of his own 
Country. | 
„Wx have forborne to trouble your 
Majeſty with general Obſervations upon 
this Treaty, as it relates to and affects 
the Empire, and other Parts of Europe. 
The Miſchiefs which ariſe from it to 
Great Britain, are what only we have 
preſumed humbly to repreſent to you, 
as they are very evident, and very great: 
And, as it appears, that the Lord Vit 
count Townſend had not any Orders, or 
Authority, for concluding ſeveral of 


. thoſe Articles, which are moſt prejudi- 


cial to your Majeſty's Subjects; we have 
thought we could do no leſs than — 
. | (e Clare 
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1 clare your ſaid Ambaſſador, who nego- 


© ciated and ſigned, and all others who 
„ adviſed the . ratifying of this Treaty, 
« Enemies to your Majeſty and your King- 
« dom. 

« Upon theſe faithful Informations, 
& and Advices from your Commons, we 
„ affure ourſelves your Majeſty, in your 
great Goodneſs to your People, will reſ- 
* cue them from thoſe Evils, which the 
private Councils of ill deſigning Men 
* have expoſed them to ; and that in your 
* great Wiſdom you will find ſome Means 
for the Explaining and Amending, the ſe- 


A veral Articles of this Treaty, ſo as that they 


* may confift with the Intereſt of Great 
* Britam, and with real and laſting Friend- 
* ſhip between your Majeſty and the States 
K 


BETWEEN the Repreſentation and the 
firſt Debates upon the Subject of it, ſeve- 
ral Weeks had paſſed ; during which Time 


the Parliament had other Matters likewiſe 


before them, that deſerve to be mentioned. 
For on the ninth of February was repealed. 
the Act for Naturalizing Foreign Pro- 
teſtants, which had been paſſed under the 
laſt Miniſtry, and, as many People thought, 
to very ill Purpoſes. By this Act any 
Foreigner, who would take the Oaths to 
the Government, and profeſs himſelf a Pro- 
teſtant, of whatever Denomination, was 

H 5 immediately 
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immediately naturalized, and had all th. + 4 


Privileges of an Ex lib-born Subject, at thu 
Expence of a Shilling. Moſt Proteſtants 
abroad differ from us in the Points of 
Church-Government; ſo that all the Ac- 
quiſitions by this Act would increaſe the 
Number of Diſſenters; and therefore the 
Propoſal, that ſuch Foreigners ſhould be 
obliged to conform to the Eſtabliſhed 
Worſhip, was rejected. But becauſe ſeve- 
ral Perſons were 12 of this Project, as a 


thing that would be of mighty Advantage 


to the Kingdom, I ſhall ſay a few Words 
upon it. 

Trz Maxim, That People are the 
% Riches of a Nation, hath been crudely 
underſtood by many Writers and Reaſon- 
ers upon * Subj ett. There are ſeveral 
Ways b by which 1 are brought into 
a Country. Sometimes a Nation is in- 
vaded and ſubdued; and the Conquerors 
ſeize the Lands, and mak the Natives 
their Under-Tenants or Servants. ny 
nies have been always planted where 
Natives were driven out or deſtroyed, or 
the Land uncultivated and waſte. In thoſe 
Countries where the Lord of the Soil s 
Maſter of the Labour and Liberty of his 
Tenants, or of Slaves bought by his Mo- 
ney, Men's Riches are reckoned by the 
Number of their Vaſſals. And ſometimes 
in Governments newly inſtituted, where 


there are not Pcoyle to till the Ground, 
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rage 
and allure Numbers from the Neighbour- 
ing Countries. And, in all theſe Caſes, 
the new Comers have either Lands allotted 
them, or are Slaves to the Proprietors. 
But to invite helpleſs Families, by Thou- 
ſands, into a Kingdom inhabited like ours, 
without Lands to give them, and where 
the Laws will not allow that they ſhould 
be Part of the Property as Servants, is a 
wrong Application of the Maxim, and the 
fame Thing, in great, as Infants dropped 
at the Doors, which are only a Burthen 
and Charge to the Pariſh. The true Way 
of multiplying Mankind to Public Advan- 
tage, in ſuch a Country as England, 1s to 
invite from abroad only able Handicraftſ- 
men and Arrtificers, or ſuch who bring over 
a ſufficient Share of Property to ſecure them 
from Want; to enact and enforce ſumptu- 
ary Laws againſt Luxury, and all Exceſſes 
m Cloathing, Furniture, and the like ; 
to encourage Matrimony, and reward, as 
the Romans did, thoſe who have a certain 
Number of Children, Whether bringing 
over the Pa/atines were a mere Conſequence 
of this Law for a general Naturalization ; 
or whether, as many turmiſed, it had ſome 
other Meaning, it appeared manifeſtly, by 
the Ine, that the Public was a Loſer by 
every Individual among them ; and that a 
Kingdom can no more be the richer by 
tuch an Importation, than a Man can be 

fatter 


WW 
tatter by a Wen, which is unſightly and 
troubleſome, at beſt, and intercepts that 
Nouriſhment, which would otherwiſe diffule 
itſelf through the whole Body. 

ABourT a Fortnight after, the Com- 
mons {ent up a Bill for ſecuring the Free- 
dom of Parliaments, by limiting the Num- 
ber of Members in that Houſe, who ſhould 
be allowed to poſſeſs Employments under 
the Crown. Bills to the ſame Effect, pro- 
moted by both Parties, had, after making 
the like Progreſs, been rejected in former 
Parliaments ; the Court and Miniſtry, who 
will ever be againſt ſuch a Law, having 


uſually a greater Influence in the Houſe of | 


Lords, and ſo it happened now. Although 
that Influence were leſs, I am apt to think 
that ſuch a Law would be too thorough a 
Reformation in one Point, while we have 
fo many Corruptions in the reſt ; and per- 
haps the Regulations, already made on that 
Article, are ſufficient, by which ſeveral 


Employments incapacitate a Man from be- 


ing choſen a Member, and all of them bring 
it to a new Election. 


Fox my own Part, when I conſider the 
Temper of particular Perſons, and by what 


Exception) in their private Capacities, | 
cannot conceive how ſuch a Bill ſhould ob- 
tain a Majority, unleſs every Man expected 
ro be one of the fifty, which, I think, was 
the Limitation intended, 
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Asour the ſame time, likewiſe, the 
Houſe of Commons advanced one conſide- 
rable Step towards ſecuring us againſt far- 
poſitions from our Allies, reſolving 
that the additional Forces ſhould be con- 
tinued ; but with a Condition, that the 
Dutch ſhould make good their Proportion of 
three Fifths to two Fifths, which thoſe Confe- 
derates had ſo long, and in fo great Degree, 
neglected. The Duke of Marlborough's 


Deduction of Two and a Half per Cent. 


from the Pay of the Foreign Troops, was 
alſo applied for carrying on the War. 
LasSTLY, within this Period is to be 
included the Act paſſed to prevent the 
diſturbing thoſe of the Epiſcopal Commu- 
nion in Scotland in the Exerciſe of their 
Religious Worſhip, and in the Ule of the 
Liturgy of the Church of England. It is 
known enough, that the moſt conſiderable 
of the Nobility and Gentry there, as well 
as great Numbers of the People, dread the 


| tyrannical Diſcipline of thoſe Synods and 


Preſbyteries ; and at the ſame Time have 
the utmoſt Contempt for the Abilities and 
Tenets of their Teachers. It was beſides 
thought an Inequality, beyond all Appear- 
ance of . Reaſon or Juſtice, that Diſſenters 
of every Denomination here, who are the 
meaneſt and molt illiterate Part 
us, ſhould poſſeſs a Toleration by Law, un- 
der Colour of which they might, upon Oc- —- 
cation, be bold enough to inſult the Reli- 

gion 
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gion eſtabliſhed, while thoſe of the Epiſ- 
copal Church in Scotland groaned under a 
real Perſecution. The only ſpecious Ob- 
jection againſt this Bill was, that it ſet the 
Religion by Law, in both Parts of the 
Iſland, upon a different Foot, directly con- 
trary to the Union; becauſe, by an Act 
paſſed this very Seſſion againſt Occaſional 
Conformity, our Diſſenters were ſhut out 
from all Employments. A Petition from 
Carftairs, and other Scotch Profeſſors, againſt 
this Bill, was offered to the Houte, but not 
accepted ; and a Motion made by the other 
Party, to receive a Clauſe that ſhould re- 
ſtrain all Perſons, who have any Office in 
Scotland, from going to Epiſcopal Meetings, 
paſſed in the Negative. It is maniteſt, that 
the Promoters of this Clauſe were not 
moved by any Regard for Scotland, which 
is by no Means their Favourite at preſent ; 
only they hoped, that, if it were made Part of 
a Law, it might occaſion ſuch a Choice of 
reſentatives in both Houſes, from Scot/and, 

as would be a conſiderable Strength to their 
Faction here. But the Propoſition was in 
itſelf extremely abſurd, that ſo many Lords, 
and other Perſons of Diſtinction, who have 
great Employments, Penſions, Poſts in the 
Army, and other Places of Profit, many of 
whom are in frequent or conſtant Atten- 
dance at Court, and utterly diſlike their na- 
tional Way of Worſhip, ſhould be deprived 
of their Liberty of Conſcience at Home ; 
not 
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not to mention thoſe who are ſent thither 
from hence to take care of the Revenue, 
and other Affairs, who would ill digeſt the 
changing of their Religion for that of Scat- 
land. 

Wir a farther View of Favour to- 
wards the Epiſcopal Clergy of Scotland, 
three Members of that Country were di- 
rected to bring in a Bill for reſtoring the 
Patrons to their ancient Rights of preſenting 
Miniſters to the yacant Churches there, 


which the Kirk, during the Height of their 


Power, had obtained for themſelves. And, 


to conclude this Subject at once, tlie Queen at 


the Cloſe of the Seſſion, commanded Mr. 
Secretary Sr John to acquaint the Houle, 
That, purſuant to their Addreſs, the Profits 
e ariſing from the Biſhops Eſtates in Scat- 
© land, which remained in the Crown, 
„ ſhould be applied to the Support of fuch 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy there, as would 

take the Oaths to her Majeſty.” 
NoTH1NnG could more amply juſtify the 
Proceedings of the Queen and her Mini- 
ſters, for two Years paſt, than that famous 
Repreſentation above at large recited ; the 
unbiaſed Wiſdom of the Nation, after the 
ſtricteſt Inquiry, confirming thoſe Facts 
upon - which her Majeſty's Counſels were 
grounded: and many Perſons, who were 
before inclined to believe, that the Allies and 
the late Miniſtry had been too much load- 
ed by the Malice, Miſrepreſentations, or 
| lgnorance, 
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Ignorance of Writers, were now fully con- 
vinced of their Miſtake by fo great an Au- 
thority. Upon this ion I cannot for- 
bear doing Juſtice to Mr. Sr. Jahn, who 
had been Secretary of War, for ſeveral 
Years, under the former Adminiſtration, 
where he had the Advantage of obſerving 
how Affairs were managed both at Home 
and Abroad. He was one of thoſe who 
ſhared in the preſent Treaſurer's Fortune, 
reſigning his Employment at the fame 
Time; and upon that Miniſter's being a- 
gain taken into Favour, this Gentlemen 
was ſome time after made Secretary of State. 
There he began afreſh, by the Opportuni- 
ties of his Station, to look into paſt Miſcar- 
riages; and, by the Force of an extraordi- 
nary Genius, and Application to Public Affairs, 
jomed with an invincible Eloquence, laid 
open the Scene of Miſcarriages and Corrup- 
tions through the whole Courſe of the War, 
in ſo evident a Manner, that the Houſe of 
Commons ſeemed principally directed in 
their Reſolutions, upon this Inquiry, by his 
Information and Advice. In a ſhert time 
after the Repreſentation was publiſhed, 
there appeared a Memorial in the Dutch 
Gazette, as by Order of the States, reflect- 
ing very much upon the faid Repreſentation, 
as well as the Reſolutions on which it was 
founded, pretending to deny ſome of the 
Facts, and to extenuate others. This Me- 
morial, tranſlated into Exgliſß, a _ mon 
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Writer of News had the Boldneſs to inſert 
in one of his Papers. A Complaint being 
made thereof to the Houſe of Commons, 
| they voted the pretended Memorial to be a 
falſe, ſcandalous, malicious Libel, and or- 
dered the Printer to be taken into Cuſtody. 

Ir was the Misfortune of the Miniſters, 
that while they were baited by their pro- 
feſſed Adverſaries of the diſcontented Fac- 
tion, acting in Conf. with Emiſſaries 
of Foreign Powers, to break the Meaſures 
der Majeſty had taken towards a Peace, they 
met at the ſame time with frequent Diffi- 
culties from thoſe who agreed and engaged 
with them to purſue the fame general End; 
but ſometimes diſapproved the Methods as 
too flack and remiſs, or, in Appearance, 
now and then perhaps a little dubious. In 
the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, a conſi- 
derable Number of Gentlemen, all Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, began to 
meet by themſelves, and conſult what 
Courſe they ought to ſteer in this new 
World. They intended to revive a new 
Country-Party in Parliament, which might, 
as in former Times, oppoſe the Court in 
any Proceedings they diſliked The whole 
Body was of ſuch who profeſs what is com- 
monly called High-Church Principles, upon 
which Account they were irreconcileable E- 
nemies to the late Miniſtry and all its Adhe- 
rents. On the other Side, conſidering the 
Temper of the new Men in Power, that 


they. 
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they were Perſons who had formerly moved 


between the two Extremes, thoſe Gentle- 
men, who were impatient for an intire 


Change, and to ſee all their Adverſaries 


laid at once as low as the Duſt, began to 
be apprehenſive that the Work would be 
done by Halves. But the Juncture of Af. 
fairs at that Time, both at Home and A. 
broad, would by no Means admit of the 
leaſt Precipitation, although the Queen and 
her firſt Miniſter had been diſpoſed to it, 


which certainly they were not. Neither did | 


the Court ſeem at all uneaſy at this League, 
formed in appearance againſt it, but com- 
poſed of honeſt Gentlemen who wiſhed well 
ro their Country, in which both were en- 
tirely agreed, although they might differ a- 
bout the Means; or if ſuch a Society ſhould 
begin to grow reſty, nothing was eaſier 
than to divide them, and render all their 
Endeavours ineffectual. 

Bur in the Courſe of that firſt Seſſion, 
many of this Society became gradually re- 
conciled to the new Miniftry, whom they 
found to be greater Objects of the common 
Enemy's Hatred than themſelves; and the 
Attempt of Guiſcard, as it gained farther 


Time for the deferring the Diſpoſal of Em- 


ployments, ſo it much endeared that Per- 

fon to the Kingdom, who was fo near fall- 

ing a Sacrifice to the Safety of his Country. 

Upon the laſt Seſſion of which I am now writ- 

ing, this October Club (as it was called) a 
| new 
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newed their uſual Meetings, but were now 
very much altered from their original Inſti- 


' tution, and ſeemed to have wholly dropped 
| the Deſign, as of no further Ute. They 


ſaw a Point carried in the Houle of Lords 
againſt the Court, that would end in the 
Ruin of the Kingdom; and they obſerved 
the Enemy's whole Artillery directly levelled 
at the Treaſurer's Head. In ſhort, the 
Majority of the Club had ſo good an Un- 
* with the great Men at Court, 
that two of the Latter, to ſhew to the World 


bow fair a Correſpondence there was be- 


tween the Court and Country-Party, con- 
ſented to be at one of their Dinners; but 
this Intercourſe had an Event very different 
from what was expected: for immediate- 


ly the more zealous Members of that Soci- 


ety broke off from the reſt, and compoſed 
a new one, made up of Gentlemen, who 


ſeemed to expect little of the Court; and 


perhaps, with a Mixture of others who 
thought themſelves diſappointed, or too 
long delayed. Many of theſe were obſerved 
to retain an incurable Jealouſy of the Trea- 
ſurer, and to interpret all Delays, which 


they could not comprehend, as a Reſerve of 


Favour in this Miniſter to the Perſons and 
Principles of the abandoned Party. 

Uro an Occaſion offered about this 
Time, ſome Perſons, out of Diſtruſt to the 
Treaſurer, endeavoured to obtain a Point, 
which could not have been carried without 

putting 
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putting all into Confuſion. A Bill was 
brought into the Houſe of Commons, ap- 
inting Commiſſioners to examine into the 
alue of all Lands, and other Intereſts 
granted by the Crown ſince the Thirteenth 
Day of February, 1688, and upon what 
Conſiderations ſuch Grants had been made, 
The united Country-Intereft in the Houſe 


was extremely ſet upon paſſing this Bill, 


They had conceived an Opinion from for- 
mer Precedents, that the Court would cer- 
tainly oppoſe all Steps towards a Reſumption 
of Grants; and thoſe who were apprehen- 
five that the Treaſurer inclined the fame 


to another, for raiſing a Fund by Duties 
upon Soap and Paper, which hath been al- 
ways imputed, whether juſtly or no, as a 
favourite Expedient of thoſe called the T 

Party. At the ſame time it was very w 

known, that the Houſe of Lords had made 
a fixed and unanimous Reſolution againſt 
giving their Concurrence to the paſſing ſuch 
united Bills: fo that the Conſequences of 
this Project muſt have been to bring the 
Miniſtry under Difficulties, to ſtop the ne- 
ceſſary Supplies, and endanger the good 
Correſpondence between both Houſes ; not- 
withſtanding all which the Majority carried 
it for a Tack; and the Commitee was in- 
ſtructed accordingly to make the two Bills 
into one, whereby the worſt that could hap- 
pen would have followed, if the TON 


Way, propoſed the Bill ſhould be tacked | 
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had not convinced the warm Leaders in this 
Affair, by undeniable Reaſons, that the 
Means they were uſing would certainly diſ- 
int the End; that neither himſelf, nor 
any other of the Queen's Servants, were at 
all againſt this Enquiry ; and he promiſed 
his urmoſt Credit to help forward the Bill in 
the Honſe of Lords. He prevailed at laſt 
to have it ſent up ſingle ; but their Lord- 
ſhips gave it another Kind of Reception. 
Thoſe who were of the Side oppoſite to the 
Court, withſtood it to a Man, as in a _ 
Caſe : among the reſt, ſome very perſonally 
concerned, and others by Friends and Re- 
lations, which they ſuppoſed a ſufficient Ex- 
cuſe to be abſent, or diſſent. Even thoſe, 
whoſe Grants were Antecedent to this in- 
tended Inſpection, began to be alarmed as 
Men whoſe Neighbours Houſes are on Fire. 
A Shew of Zeal for the late King's Honour, 


| occaſtoned many Reflections upon the Date 


of this Enquiry, which was to Commence 
with his Reign: and the Earl of NVotting- 
bam, who had now flung away the Maſk 
which he lately pulled off, like one who had 
no other View but that of Vengeance againſt 
the Queen and her Friends, acted con- 
liſtently enough with his De by voting 
as a Lord againſt the Bill, after he had di- 
rected his Son in the Houſe of Commons to 
vote for the Tack. 

TH vs miſcarried this popular Bill for 
appointing Commiſſioners to examine into 


Royal 


7 

Royal Grants; but whether thoſe chiefly 
concerned did rightly conſult their own In- 
tereſt, hath been made a Qneſtion, which 
perhaps Time will reſolve. It was agreed 
that the Queen, by her own Authority, 
might have iſſued out a Commiſſion for ſuch 
an Enquiry, and every Body believed, that 
the Intention of the Parliament was only to 
tax the Grants with about three Years pur- 
chaſe, and at the fame Time eſtabliſh the 
Proprietors in Poſſeſſion of the Remainder for 
ever; ſo that, upon the Whole, the Gran- 
tees would have been great Gainers by ſuch 
an Act, ſince the Titles of choſe Lands, as 
they ſtood then, were hardly of half Value 
with others either for Sale or Settlement. 
Beſides, the Examples of the [rh Forfei- 
tures might have taught theſe Precarious 
Owners, that when the Houſe of Commons 
hath once engaged in a Purſuit, which they 
think is Right, although it be ſtopped or 
ſuſpended for a while, they will be ſure to 
renew it upon every Opportunity that offers, 
and ſeldom fail of Succeſs : for Inftance, if 
the Reſumption ſhould happen to be made 
Part of a Supply, which can be eaſily done 
without the Objection of a Tack, the Gran- 
tees might poſhbly then have much harder 
Conditions given them; and I do not ſee 
how they could prevent it. Whether the 
reſuming of Royal Grants be conſiſtent with 
good Policy or Juſtice, would be too long a 
Diſquiſition: beſides, the Profuſion of Kings 
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is not like to be a Grievance for the ſuture, 
becauſe there have been Laws ſince made 
to provide againft that Evil, or, indeed, 


| 


rather becauſe the Crown has nothing leſt 
to give away. But the Objection made a- 
gainſt the Date of the intended Enquiry 
was invidious and trifling ; for King James 
Il. made very few Grants: he was a better 
Manager, and ſquandering was none of his 


Faults; whereas the late King, who came 
| over here a perfect Stranger to our Laws, and 
our People, Regardleſs of Poſterity, where- 
in he was not likely to ſurvive, thought he 
could no Way better ſtrengthen a new Title, 
than by purchaſing Friends at the Expence 
of every Thing which was in his Power to 
with. 

Tu Reaſonableneſs of uniting to a Mo- 
Bill one of a different Nature, which is 
uſually called Tacking, hath been likewiſe 
much debated, and will admit of Argu- 
ment enough. In antient Times, when a 
Parliament was held, the Commons firſt 
propoſed their Grievances to be redreſſed, 
and then gave their Aids ; fo that it was a 
perfect Bargain between the King and the 
dubject. This fully anſwered the Ends of 
| Tacking. Aids were then demanded upon 
Occaſions which would hardly paſs at pre- 
nt; ſuch, for Inſtance, as thoſe for mak- 
ng the King's Son a Knight, marrying his 
edeſt Daughter, and ſome others of the 
ike Sort. Moſt of the Money went on 
e 
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the King's Coffers for his private Uſe ; 
neither was he accountable for any Part of 
it. Hence aroſe the Form of the King's 
Thanking his Subjects for their Benevo- 
lence, when any Subſidies, Tenths or Fit. 
teenths were given him : but the Supplies 
now granted are of another Nature, and 
cannot be properly called a particular Bene- 
fit to the Crown, becaule they are all ap- 
propriated to their ſeveral Uſes: fo that 
when the Houſe of Commons tack to a 
Money-Bill what is foreign and hard to be 
digeſted, if it be not paſſed, they put them. 
ſelves and their Country in as great Diff- 
culties as the Prince. On the other Side, 
there have been ſeveral Regulations made 
through the Courſe of Time, in Parliamen- 
tary Proceedings ; among which it is 
a Rule, that a Bill once rejected ſhall not be 
brought up again the ſame Seſſion ; where- 
by the Commons ſeem to have loſt the Ad- 
vantage of purchaſing a Redreſs of their 
Grievances, by granting Supplies, which, 
upon ſome Emergencies, hath put them 
upon this Expedient of Tacking : fo that 
there is more to be ſaid on each Side of the 
Caſe, than is convenient for me to trouble 
the Reader or myſelf in deducing. 

AM 0 N G the Matters of Importance dur 
ing this Seſſion, we may juſtly number the 
Proceedings 
Relation to the Preſs, ſince her Majeſty's 
Meſhge to the Houſe, of January the Se- 
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yenteenth, concludes with a Paragraph, re- 
preſenting the great Licences taken in pub- 
liſhing falſe and ſcandalous Libels, ſuch as 
are a Reproach to any Government ; and 
recommending to them to find a Remedy 
equal to the Miſchief. The Meaning of 
theſe Words in the Meſlage, ſeems to be 
confined to theſe Weekly and Daily Pa- 
pers and Pamphlets, reflecting upon the 
Perſons and the Management of the Mini- 

. But the Houſe of Commons, in their 
Addreſs, which anſwers this Meſſage, makes 


an Addition of the Blaſphemies againſt 


God and Rehgion ; and it is certain, that 


nothing would be more for the Honour of 


the Legiſlature, than ſome effectual Law for 
putting a Stop to this univerſal Miſchief : 

but as thePerſon*, who adviſed the Queen in 
that Part of her Meſſage, had only then in his 
Thoughts the redrefling of the political and 


factious Libels, I think he ought to have 


taken Care, by his great Credit in the Houſe, 
to have propoſed ſome Ways by which that 


Evil might be removed; the Law for tax- 


ing ſingle Papers having produced a quite 
contrary Effect, as was then foreſeen by 
many Perſons, and hath ſince been found 
true by Experience. For the adverſe Party, 
full 4 and Leiſure ſince their Fall, 
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and unanimous = Defence of their 
em a Set of Writers Subſcripti 
wr pd well verſed in n the Topics dt 
Defamation, and have a Stile and Genius 
levelled to the Generality of Readers; 
while thoſe who would draw their Pens on 
the Side of their Prince and Country, are 
diſcouraged by this Tax, which exceeds 
the intrinſic Value both of the Materials 


and the Work ; a Thing, if I be not mi- 


ſtaken, without Example. 

Ir muſt be acknowledged, that the bad 
Practices of Printers have been ſuch, as to 
deſerve the ſevereſt Animadverſions of the 
Public ; and it is to be wiſhed, the Party- 
Quarrels of the Pen were always managed 
with Decency and Truth : but in the mean 
time, to open the Mouths of our Enemies 
and ſhut our own, is a Turn of Politics that 
wants a little ro be explained. Perhaps the 
Miniftry now in Poſſeſſion, becauſe they are 
in Poſſeſſion, may deſpiſe ſuch Trifles as 
this; and it is not to be denied, that acting 
as they do upon a national Intereſt, they 
may ſeem to ſtand in leſs Need of ſuch Sup- 
ports, or may fafely fling them down as no 
longer neceſſary. But if the Leaders of the 
other Party had proceeded by-this Maxim, 
their Power would have been none at all, or 
of very ſhort Duration : and had not ſome 
active Pens fallen in to improve the good 


Diſpoſitions of the People, upon the late 


Change, and continued ſince to W 
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the Falſhood, plentifully, and ſometimes 
not unplauſibly, ſcattered by the Adverſa- 
ries, I am very much in Doubt, whether 
thoſe at the Helm would now have Reaſon 
to be pleaſed with their Succeſs. A parti- 
cular Perſon may, with more Safety, deſ- 
piſe the Opinion of the Vulgar, becauſe 
it does a wiſe Man no real Harm or 
Good, but the Adminiſtration a great deal ; 
and whatever Side has the ſole Management 


| of the Pen, will ſoon find Hands enough 


to write down their Enemies as low as they 
pleaſe. If the People had no other Idea of 
thoſe whom her Majeſty truſts in her 
greateſt Affairs, than what is conveyed by 
the Paſſions of ſuch as would compaſs Sea 
and Land for their Deſtruction, what could 
they expect, but to be torn in Pieces by the 
Rage of the Multitude? How neceſlary 
therefore was it, that theWorld ſhould, from 
time to time, be undeceived by true Re- 
preſentations of Perſons and Facts, which 
have kept the Kingdom ſteady to its In- 
tereſt, againſt all the Attacks of a cunning 
and virulent Faction. 

Howzvesxr, the Miſchiefs of the Preſs 
were too exorbitant to be cured, by ſuch a Re- 
medy, as a Tax upon the ſmaller Papers; 
and a Bill for a much more effectual Re- 
gulation of it was brought into the Houſe 
of Commons, but ſo late in the Seſſion, 


that there was no Time to paſs it: For 


there hath hitherto always appeared, an 
2 Un- 
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Unwillingneſs to cramp overmuch the Li- 
berty of the Preſs, whether from the In- 
conveniencies apprehended from doing too 
much, or too little ; or whether the Benefit 
propoſed by each Party to themſelves, 
from the Service of their Writers, towards 
recovering or preſerving of Power, be 
thought to outweigh .the Diſadvantages. 
However it came about, this Affair was 
put off from one Week to another, and 
the Bill not brought into the Houſe nll 
the eighth of Zune. It was committed three 
Days, and then heard of no more. In this 
Bill there was a Clauſe inſerted, (whether 
induſtriouſly with Deſign to overthrow it) 
that the Author's Name, and Place of A- 
bode, ſhould be fet to every printed Book, 
Pamphlet, or Paper; which I believe no 
Man, who hath the leaft Regard to Learn- 
ing, would give his Conſent to : For, be- 
ſides the Objection to this Clauſe from the 
Practice of pious Men, who, in publiſhing 
excellent Writings for the Service of Reli- 
gion, have choſen, out of an humble 
Chriſtian Spirit, to conceal their Names; 
it is certain, that all Perſons of true Genius 
or Knowledge have an invincible Modeſty 
and Suſpicion of themſelves, upon their 
firſt ſending their Thoughts into the World; 
and that thoſe who are dull or ſuperficial, 
void of all Taſte and Judgment, have Diſ- 
poſitions directly contrary ; So that if this | 
Clauſe had made Part of a Law, there 
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would have been an End, in al! Likeli- 
hood, of any valuable Production for the 
future, either in Wit or Learning: and that 
inſufferable Race of ſtupid People, who 
are now every Day loading the Preis, would 
then reign alone, in Time deftroy cur very 
firſt Principles of Reaſon, and introduce 
Barbarity amongſt us, which 1s already kept 
out with ſo much Difficulty by ſo few 
Hands. | 

HAvIN G given an Account of the 
ſeveral Steps made towards a Peace, from 
the firſt Overtures begun by France, to the 
Commencement of the ſecond Sefhon, I 
ſhall in the fourth Book relate the Particu- 
lars of this great Negociation, from the Pe- 
riod laſt- mentioned to the preſent Time; 
and becauſe there happened ſome Paſſages 
in both Houſes, occaſioned by the Treaty, 
] ſhall take Notice of them under that 
Head. There only remains to be men- 
tioned one Affair of another Nature, 
which the Lords and Commons tock into 
their Cognizance, after a very different 
Manner, wherewith I ſhall cluie this Part 


of my Subject. 


TE E Sect of Quakers amonef us, whoſe 
Syſtem of Religion, firft founded u on En- 
thuſiaſm, hath been many Years g:owing 
into a Craft, held it an unlawful Action to 
take an Oath to a Magiſtrate. This Doc- 


trine was taught them by the Auhcr of 


their Se, from a literal Application of tlie 
13 Text, 
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Text, Swear not at all; but being a Body 
of People, wholly turned to Trade and Com- 
merce of all Kinds, they found themſelves 
on many Occaſions deprived of the Benefit 
of the Law, as well as of voting at Elections, 
by a fooliſh Scruple, which their Obſtinacy 
would not ſuffer them to get over. To 
. Prevent this Inconvenience, theſe People 
had Credit enough in the late Reign to 
have an Act paſſed, that their folemn Af- 
firmation and Declaration ſhould be ac- 
cepted, inſtead of an Oath in the uſual 
Form. The great Concern in thoſe Times, 
was to lay all Religion upon a Level; in 
order to which, this Maxim was advanced, 
that no Man ought to be denied the Li- 
berty of ſerving his Country upon Ac- 
count of a different Belief in ſpeculative 
Opinions, under which Term People were 
apt to include every Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity: However, this Act, in Favour of 
the Quakers, was only temporary, in 
order to keep them in conſtant Depend- 
ance, and expired of Courſe after a certain 
Term, if it were not continued. Thoſe 
People had, therefore, very early in the 
Seſſion, offered a Petition to the Houſe of 
Commons for a Continuance of the Act, 
which was not ſuffered to be brought up; 
upon this they applied themſelves to the 
Lords, who paſſed a Bill accordingly, and 
ſent it down to the Commons, where it 
was not ſo much as allowed a SE 
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And indeed it is not eaſy to conceive 
what Motives the Legiſlature of fo 

great a Kingdom could deſcend fo low, as 
to be miniſterial and ſubſervient to the Ca- 
prices of the moſt abſurd Hereſy that ever 
appeared in the World ; and this in a Point, 
where thoſe deluding or deluded People 
ſtand ſingular from all the reſt of Mankind 
who live under civil Government : But the 
Deſigns of an aſpiring Party, at that Time 
were not otherwiſe to be compaſſed, than 
by Undertaking any thing that would 
humble and mortify the Church ; and Iam 
fully convinced, that if a Sect of Sceptic 
Philoſophers (who profeſs to doubt of every 
Thing) had been then among us, and 
mingled their Tenets with ſome Corrup- 
tions of Chriſtianity, they might have ob- 
tained the ſame Privilege ; and that a Law 
would have been enacted, whereby the ſo- 
lemn Doubt of the People called Sceptics, 
ſhould have been accepted inſtead of an 
Oath in the uſual Form; fo abſurd are all 
Maxims formed up the inconſiſtent Prin- 


ciples of Faction, when once they are 


brought to be examined by the Standard of 
Truth and Reaſon. 
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SO0O0% IV. 


F E left the Plenipotentiaries of the 
Allies, and thoſe of the Enemy, 
preparing to aſſemble at Utrecht 


on the firſt of January, N S in order to 
form a Congreſs for negotiating a general 


Peace, wherein although the Dutch had 


made a mighty Merit of their Compliance 
with the Queen, yet they ſet all their In- 
ſtruments at work to inflame both Houſes 
againſt her Majeſty's Meaſures. Mon. 
Botbmar, the Hanover Envoy, took care to 
print and diſperſe his Memorial, of which 
I have formerly ſpoken : Hoffman, the Em- 
peror's Reſident, was ſolliciting for a 
Yatcht and Convoys to bring over Prince 
Eugene at this Juncture, fortified, as it was 
given out, with great Propoſals from the 
Imperial Court: The Earl of Nottingham 
became a Convert, for Reafong already 

entioned : Money was diſtributed where 
Occaſion required; and the Dukes of So- 
merſet and Mariborough, together with the 
Earl of Godulplin, had put themſclves at 
the Head of the Junto, and their Adherents, 
in order to attack the Court. 
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Some Days after, the Vote paſſed the 
Houſe of Lords for admitting into the 
Addreſs the Earl of Nzttmgham's Clauſe, 
againſt any Peace without Spain. Mon. 
Buys, the Dutch Envoy, who had been 
deep in all the Conſultations with the 
diſcontented Party for carrying that Point, 


| was deſired to meet with the Lord Privy- 


Seal, the Earl of Darim;uth, and Mr. Se- 
cretary St. Jahn, in order to ſign a Treaty 
between the Queen and the States, to ſub- 
fiſt after a Peace. There the Envoy took 
Occaſion to expoſtulate upon the Advan- 
tages ſtipulated for Britain with France; 
ſaid, ©* It was his Opinion, that thoſe Mi- 
| © niſters ought, in Reſpect of the Friend- 
* ſhip between both Nations, to acquaint 
him what theſe Advantages were; and that 
* he looked upon his Country to be in- 
* titled, by Treaty, to ſhare them equally 
„with us: That there was now another 
* Reaſon why we ſhould be more diſpoſed 
* to comply with him upon this Head ; 
for ſince the late Reſolution of the 
* Houſe of Lords. he took it for granted, 
eit would be a dangerous Step in us to 
„give Spain to a Prince of the Houſe of 
4 Bourbon; and therefore, that we ſhould 
do well to induce the States, by fuch a 
* Conceſſion, to help us out of this Diffi- 
« culty.” 
Mr. St. John made Anſwer, © Ti:zt there 
* was not a Man in the Queen's Cnncil 
15 « capable 
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* capable of fo baſe a Thought: That if 


& Buys had any thing to complain of, 
which was injurious to Holland, or juſtly 
& tending to hurt the good Correſpondence 
„between us and the States, he was con- 
*« fident her Majeſty would at all Times be 
« ready to give it up; but that the Mini- 
| © ſters {corned to ſcreen themſelves at the 
« Expence of their Country : That the Re- 
& ſolution Buys mentioned, was chiefly ow- 
«- ing to foreign Miniſters intermeddling 
in our Affairs, and would perhaps have 
« an Effect the Projectors did not fore- 
« fee! That, if the Peace became imprac- 
« ticable, the Houſe of Commons would 
certainly put the War upon another Foot, 
© and reduce the public Expence within 
& ſuch a Compaſs as our Treaties required 
« in the ſtricteſt Senſe, and as our pre- 
* {ent Condition would admit, leaving the 
. + Partifans for War to ſupply the reſt.” 


ALTHOUGH the Secretary believed | 


this Anſwer would put an End to ſuch 
infamous Propoſals, it fell out otherwiſe; 
for ſhortly after, Monſ. Buys applied him- 
ſelf to the Treaſurer, promiſingeto under- 
take, © That his Maſters ſhould give up 
e the Article of Spain, provided they might 


« ſhare with us in the A/iento for Ne- 


« groes.” To which the Treaſurer's An- 
fwer was ſhort. That he would rather 


% loſe his Head than conſent to ſuch an 
| * 


«& Offer.“ 
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IT is manifeſt, by this Proceeding, that 
whatever Schemes were forming here at 
Home, in this juncture, by the Enemies 
to the Peace, the Dutch only deſigned to 
fall in with it as far as it would anſwer 
their own Account; and, by a Strain of 
the lower Politics, wherein they muſt be 
allowed to excel every Country in Chriften- 
dim, lay upon the Watch for a good Bar- 
in, by taking Advantage of the Diſtreſs 
themſelves had brought upon their 


| neareſt Neighbour and Ally. 


Bu T the Queen highly reſented this In- 
dignity from a Republic, upon whom ſhe 


| had conferred ſo many Obligations. She 


could not endure that the Dutch ſhould 
employ their Inſtruments to act in Con- 
ſederacy with a Cabal of factious People, 
who were prepared to ſacrifice the Safety 
of their Prince and Country to the Recovery 
of that Power they had ſo long poſſeſſed 
and abuſed. Her Majeſty knew very well 
that whatever were the miſtaken or af- 
fected Opinion of ſome People at Home, 


upon the Article Spain, it was a Point the 


States had+ long given up, who had very: 
openly told our Miniſtry, That the War 
in that Country was only our Concern, 


and what their Republic had nothing to 


do with.” It is true, the Party-Leaders 
were equally convinced, that the Recovery 


| of Spain was impracticable; but many 


Things 


1184] 
Things may be excuſed in a profeſſed Ad- 
verſary, fallen under Diſgrace, which are 
highly criminal in an Ally, upon whom we 
are that very Inſtant conferring new Fa- 
vours. Her Majeſty therefore thought it 
high Time to exert herſelf, and at length 


put a Stop to foreign Influence upon Br:tifþ , 


Counſels; ſo that, after the Earl of Not. 


tingham's Clauſe againſt any Peace, without 


Spain, was carried in the Houſe of Lords, 
Directions were immediately ſent to the 


Earl of Strafford at the Hague, to inform the | 


Dutch, *+ Thatit was obtained by a Trick 
© and would conſequently turn to the Dit 
« appointment and Confuſion of the Con- 
© trivers and the Actors.“ He was like- 
wiſe inſtructed to be very dry and reſerved 
to the Penſionary and Dutch Miniſters ; to 
let them know, © The Queen thought 
* herſelf ill treated; and that they would ſoon 
% hear what Effects thoſe Meaſures would 
have upon a mild and good Temper, 


* wrought up to Reſentment by repeated 


«© Provocations: That the States mi 


© have the War continued, if they pleaſed; | 


&© but that the Queen would not be forced 
« to carry it on after their Manner, nor 


«© would ſuffer them to make her Peace, | 
© or to ſettle the Intereſts of her King- 


„% doms.” | 
To others in Holland, who appeared to 
be more moderate, the Earl was rn to 
Ys 
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ſay, That the States were upon a wrong 
« Scent: That their Miniſter here miſtook 
„every Thing that we had promiſed : 
That we would perform all they could 
„ reaſonably aſk from us, in relation to 
their Barrier and their Trade; and that 
« Monſ. Buys dealt very unfairly, if he had 
„ not told them as much. But that Bri- 
„ tain proceeded, in ſome Reſpeas, upon 
« new Scheme of Politics; would no 
“longer ſtruggle for Impoſſibilities, nor be 
e amuſed by Words: That our People came 
© more and more to their Senſes ; and that 
the ſingle Diſpute now was, whether the 
Dutch would join with a Faction, againſt 
the Queen, or with the Nation, for her?“ 
Tu Court likewiſe reſolved to diſcou- 
e Prince Eugene from his Journey to Eng- 
land, which he was about this Time under- 
taking, and of which I have ſpoken be- 
fore. He was told, That the Queen 


wanted no Exhortations to carry on the 


&© War ; but the Project of it ſhould be a- 
* greed abroad, upon which her Majeſty's 
4 Reſolutions might ſoon be ſignified : but 
& until ſhe ſaw what the Emperor and Al- 
„ les were ready to do, ſhe would neither 
« promiſe nor engage for any Thing.“ 
At the ſame time Mr. St. John told Hoffman, 
the Emperor's Reſident here, Thar if the 
* Prince had a Mind to divert himſelf m 
Landon, the Miniſters would do their Part 

to 
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© to entertain him, and be ſure to trouble 
* him with no manner of Buſineſs.” 

'T mrs Coldneſs retarded the Prince's Jour- 
ney for ſome Days; but did not prevent it, 
although he had a ſecond Meſſage by the 
Queen's. Order, with this farther Addition, 
** That his Name had lately been made uſe 
& of, on many Occaſions, to create a Fer- 
ment, and ſtir up Sedition ; and that her 
** Majeſty judged it would be neither fafe 
for him, nor convenient for her, that he 
* ſhould come over at this Time.” But 
all would not do: it was enough that the 
Queen did not abſolutely forbid him, and the 
Party-Confederates, both foreign and do- 
meſtic, thought his Preſence would be high- 
ly neceſſary for their Service. 
 TowaRDs the End of December, the 
Lord Privy-Seal * ſet out for Holland. He 
was ordered to ſtop at the Hague, and, in 
Conjunction with the Earl of Strafford, to 
declare tothe States, in her Majeſty's Name, 
** her Reſolutions to conclude no Peace, 
** wherein the Allies in general, and each 
** Confederate in particular, might not find 
their ample Security, and their reaſona- 
* ble Satisfaction: That ſhe was ready to 
inſiſt upon their Barrier, and Advantages 
in their Trade, in the manner the States 


— 


5 


Dr. Robinſon, Biſhop of Briſtal. 
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* themſelves ſhould deſire; and to concert 
* with them ſuch a Plan of Treaty, as both 
* Powers might be under mutual Engage- 
* ments never to recede from : That no- 
* thing could be of greater Importance, 
than for the Miniſters of Great Britain 
* and Holland to enter the Congreſs under 
* the ſtricteſt Ties of Confidence, and en- 
* tirely to Concur throughout the Courſe 
* of theſe Negociations. To which Pur- 
* poſe, it was her Majeſty's Pleaſure, that 
their Lordſhips ſhould adjuſt with the 
* Dutch Miniſters, the beſt Manner and 
Method for opening and carrying on the 
„Conferences, and declare themſelves in- 
* ſtructed to communicate freely their 
* Thoughts and Meaſures to the Plenipo- 
* tentiaries of the States, who, they hoped, 
had received the ſame Inſtructions. 

LasTLy, the two Lords were to ſignify 
to the Penſionary, and the other Miniſters, 
* That her Majeſty's Preparations for the 
* next Campaign were carried on with all 
* the Diſpatch and Vigour, which the pre- 
* ſent Circumſtances would allow; and to 
* inſiſt, that the ſame might be done by 
the States, and that both Powers ſhould 
join in preſſing the Emperor, and other 
29 

Allies, to make greater Efforts than they 
* had hitherto done; without which the 
* War muſt languiſh, and the Terms of 
Peace become every day more diladvan- 


* tageous.” 
* THe 
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Tux two Britzfh Plenipotentiaries went 
to Utrecht with very large Inſtructions, and, 
after the uſual Manner, were to make much 
higher Demands from France (at leaſt in be- 
half of the Allies) than they could have any 
Hope to obtain. The Sum of what they 
had in Charge, beſides matter of Form, 
was, to concert with the Miniſters of the 
ſeveral Powers engaged againſt France, 
** That all Differences ariſing among them 
* ſhould be accommodated between them- 
** ſelves, without ſuffering the French to in- 
** terfere ; That whatever were propoſed to 
* France by a Miniſter of the Alliance, 
** ſhould be backed by the whole Confede- 
** racy: That a Time might be fixed for 
the Concluſion, as there had been for the 
* Commencement of the Treaty.” Spain 
was to be demanded out of the Hands cf 
the Bourbon Family, as the moſt effectual 
Means for preventing the Union of that 
Kingdom with France; and whatever con- 
ditions the Allies could agree upon for hin- 
dering that Union, their Lordſhips were 
peremptorily to inſiſt on. 

As the Intereſts of each Ally in parti 
cular, the Plenipotentiaries of Britain were 
to Demand Strasburgb, the Fort of Kehl, 
vwith its Dependencies, and the Town of 
* Briſac, with its Territory, forthe Emperor: 
That France ſhould poſſeſs Alſatia, ac- 
* cording to the Treaty of }/:/iphalia, wi 

66 e 
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the right of the Prefecture only over the 
ten Imperial Cities in that Country: That 
the Fortifications of the ſaid ten Cities 
be put into the Condition they were in at 
© the Time of the ſaid Treaty, except Lan- 
* dau, Which was to be demanded for the 
* Emperor and Empire, with Liberty of 
© demoliſhing the Fortifications : That the 
« French King ſhould at a certain Time, and 
* at his own Expence, demoliſh the For- 
* treſſes of Hunningen, New Briſac, and 
Fort Lewis, never to be rebuilt. 

* THAT the Town and Fortreſs of 
* Nhinfelt ſnould be demanded for the Land- 
* grave of Heſſe-Caſſel, until that Matter be 
© otherwiſe (ſettled. 

e Tar ar the Clauſe relating to Religi- 
* on, in the fourth Article of the Treaty 
* of Rifwick, and Contrary to that of MWeſt- 
* phalza, ſhould be annulled, and the State 
* of Religion in Germany reſtored to the 
* Tenour of the Treaty of M eſipbalia. 

„Tur France ſhould acknowledge 
the King of Pruſſia, and give him no Diſ- 
* turbancein Neufchateland / alengin: That 
* the Principality of Orange, and other 
Eſtates belonging to the late King Wil- 
* ham, ſhould be reſtored, as Law ſhould 
direct. 

* TH AT the Duke of Hanover ſhould 
de acknowledged Elector. 

* THAT the King of Portugal ſhould 

: «© enjoy 
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„ enjoy all the Advantages ſtipulated be. 
* tween him and the Allies. 
Tua the States ſhould have fer 
© their Barrier Furnes, Fort Knock, Meni, 
** Ipres, Lifle, Tournay, Conde, Valencienne, 
” e, Douay, Bethune Avie, St. V. 
nant, and Bouchai, with their Cannon, 
Sc. That the French King ſhould Re. 
& ſtore all the Places belonging to Spain, 
** now or during this War in his Poſſeſſion, 
* in the Netherlands : That ſuch Part d 
** them as ſhould be thought fit, might be 
** allowed likewiſe for a Barrier to theStates: 
That France ſhould grant the Tariff of 
** 1664 to the States, and Exemption of 
fifty Pence per Tun upon Dutch Goods 
trading to that Kingdom. 

Bur that theſe Articles in Favour at 
the States ſhould not be concluded, til 
the Barrier-Treaty were explained to the 
Queen's Satisfaction. | 

* Tr AT the Duke of Savoy ſhould be 
put in Poſſeſſion of all taken from him 


** 1n this War, and enjoy the Places yielded | 


to him by the Emperor, and other Allies: 
That France ſhould likewiſe yield to him 
* Exilles, Feneſtrelles, Chaumount, the Valley 
© of Pregata, and the Land lying between 
* Piedmont and Mount Genu. 


_ * Ta ex the Article about demoliſhing 

of Dunkirk ſhould be explained.” 
As to Britain, the Plenipotentaries were 
0 


| 
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w inſiſt, That Nieuport, Dendermond, 
'« Ghent, and all Places which appear to be 
* a Barrier rather againſt Eng/and than 
France, ſhould either not be given to 
* the Dutch, or at leaſt in ſuch a Manner, 
* as not to hinder the Queen's Subjects free 
* Paſſage to and from the Low Countries. 

« THAT the ſeventh Article of the 
« Barrier-Treaty, which impowers the 
„States, in Caſe of an Attack, to put 


'« Troops at Diſcretion in all the Places of 


the Low Countries, ſhould be fo explained 
# as to be underſtood only of an Attack 
* from France. 

* THaT Britain ſhould trade to the 
* Low Countries with the fame Privileges as 
the States themſelves. 

* That the moſt Chriſtian King ſhould 
* acknowledge the Succeſſion of Hanover, 
* and immediately oblige the Pretender to 
leave France; and that the ſaid King 
bs = promiſe, for Himſelf and his 
*. Heirs, never to acknowledge any Perſon 


for King or Queen of England, otherwiſe 


* than according to the Settlements now in 
Force. 

* THAT a Treaty of Commerce ſhould 
be commenced, as ſoon as poſſible, be- 
* tween France and Britain; and in 
* the mean Time, the neceſſary Points re- 
* lating to it be ſettled. 

* THar the Ifle of S. Chriftopher's hooks 
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be ſurrendered to the Queen, Hudſn 
Bay reſtored, Placentia and the whole 
Iſland of Newfoundland yielded to Britain, 
by the moſt Chriſtian King; who wg 
likewiſe to quit all Claim to Nova Scotia 
and Annapolis Royal. 
* THAT Gibraltar and Minorca ſhould 
be annexed to the Britiſb Crown. 
** Trar the Aſſiento ſhould be granted 
to Britain for thirty Years, with 
the ſame Advantage as to France; with 
an Extent of Ground on the River af 
Plata, for keeping and refreſhing the 
Negroes. 
* THAT Spain ſhould grant to the Sub- 
jects of Britain as large Privileges as to 
any other Nation whatſoever ; as like- 


wiſe an Exemption of Duties, amount. 
ing to an Advantage of at leaſt fifteen | 


per Cent. 
** THarT Satisfaction ſhould be de- 
manded for what ſhould appear tq be 


** juſtly due to her Majeſty from the 


peror and the States. | 

** LasSTLyY, That the Plenipotentianc 
ſhould conſult with thoſe of the Proteſtant 
Allies, the moſt effetual Methods for 
reſtoring the Proteſtants of France to their 
Religious and Civil Liberties, and for the 


immediate Releaſe of thoſe who are nov | 
in the Galleys.“ 
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Wu ar Part of theſe Demands were to 
be inſiſted on, and what were to be given 
up, will appear by the Sequel of this Ne- 

tation. But there was no Difficulty of 
Moment enough to retard the Peace, ex- 
cept a Method for preventing the Union 


| of France and Spain under one Prince, and 


the ſettling the Barrier for Holland; which 
laſt, as claimed by the States, could, in 
Prudence and Safety, be no more allowed 
by us than by France. 

THE States General having appointed 
Monſ. Buys to be one of their Plenipoten- 
tiaries at Cirecht, that Miniſter left England 
a few Days after the Lord Privy-Seal. In 
his laſt Conference with the Lords of the 
Council, he abſolutely declared, That 


| * his Maſters had done their utmoſt, both 


* by Sea and Land : That it was unrea- 
ſonable to expect more: That they had 
exceeded their Proportion, even beyond 
Britain; and that as to the Emperor, 
and other Allies, he knew no Expedient 
left for making them act with more Vi- 
* gour, than to purſue them with pathe- 
* tical Exhortations. 

Tatrs Miniſter was ſent over hither, in- 
ſtructed and impowered by Halves. The 
Ferment raiſed by the united Endeavours 
of our Party-Leaders, among whom he was 


a conſtant Fellow-Labourer to the utmoſt of 


his Skill, had wholly confounded him ; and 
thinking 
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thinking to take the Advantage of negoci 
2 for Holland at the Expence 
Britain, he acted but ill for his own Coun. 
try, and worſe for the Common Cauſe. 
However, the Queen's Miniſters and be 
rted with the greateſt Civility ; and her 
jeſty's Preſent was double the Value 
what is uſual to the Character he bore. 

As the Queen was determined to alter 
her Meaſures in making War, fo ſhe thought 
nothing would ſo much convince the States 
of the Neceſſity of a Peace, as to have then 
frequently put in mind of this Reſolution, 
—_ her Ambaſſador Strafford, then at 

ue, was accordingly directed to do: 
a0 12 ſhould object, of what ill Con- 
— it would be for the Enemy t 
know her Majeſty deſigned to leflen her 
Expences, he might anſwer, ©** That the 
* miniſters here were ſorry for it; but the 
„Dutch could only blame themſelves, for 
« forcing into ſuch a Neceſſity a Princes, 


2 
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4 to whoſe Friendſhip they owed the Pre- | 


4 ſervation and Grandeur of their Repub 
* lic, and chuſing to lean on a broken 
„Faction, rather than place their Conf- 
« dence in the Queen.” 

Ir was her Majeſty's earneſt Deſire, 
that there ſhould be a perfect Agreement 
at this Treaty betweeen the Miniſters of 
all the Allies, than which nothing could be 
more effectual to make France comply — 
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their juſt Demands : Above all, ſhe directed 
her Plenipotentiaries to enter into the 
ſtricteſt Confidence with thoſe of Holland; 
and that, after the States had conſented to 
explain the Barrier-Treaty to her reaſon- 
able Satisfaction, both Powers ſhould form 
between them a Plan of general Peace, 
from which they would not recede, and 
ſuch as might ſecure the Quiet of Europe, 
as well as the particular Intereſts of each 
Confederate. 

Tu Dutch were accordingly preſſed, 
before the Congreſs opened, to come to 
ſme Temperament upon that famous 
Treaty ; becauſe the Miniſters here ex- 
pected it would be ſoon laid before the 
Houſe of Commons, by which the Reſent- 
ment of the Nation would probably appear 
aainſt thoſe who had been Actors and 
Adviſers in it; but Monf. Buys, who 
uſually ſpoke for his Collegues, was full of 
Oppoſition, began to expoſtulate upon the 
Advantages Britain had ſtipulated with 
France, and to inſiſt, that his Maſters ought 
to ſhare equally in them all, but eſpecially 


the Aſſiento Contract: So that no Progreſs 


was made in fixing a previous Cor- 
reſpondence between Britain and the States, 
which her Majeſty had fo earneſtly recom- 

mended. 
CerT ain Regulations having been agreed 
upon, for avoiding of Ceremony and Nw 
Incon- 
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Inconveniencies, the Conferences began at 
Utrecht, upon the Twenty-ninth of Fam 
ary, N. S. 1711-12, at Ten in the Mor. 
ing. The Miniſters of the Allies going in- 
to the Town-houſe at one Door, and thoſe 
of France, at the ſame Inſtant, at another, 
they all took their Seats without Diſtindi. 
on; and the Biſhop of Briſtol, Lord Privy- 
Seal, firſt Plenipotentiary of Britain, open. 
ed the Aſſembly with a ſhort Speech, d. 
rected to the Miniſters of France, in Words 
to the following Effect: 
Mieſſieurs, 

Wx are here met to-day, in the 
Name of God, to enter upon a T 
** of General Peace, between the High 
** Allies and the King your Maſter. We 


bring ſincere Intentions, and expreſs Or- 


ders from our Superiors, to concur, on 
their Part, with whatever may advance 
and perfect fo ſalutary and Chriſtian a 
** Work. On the other Side, we hope 


1. 


* without Loſs of Time, to anſwer the Ex 
** pectation of the High Allies, by explain- 
ing yourſelves clearly and roundly u 


this in ſo plain and ſpecific a Manner, a 


every Prince and State in the W 


** you have the ſame Diſpoſition ; and that 
your Orders will be ſo full, as to be able, | 


the Points we ſhall have to ſettle in thee | 
Conferences; and that you will perform | 
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* may find a juſt and reaſonable Satisfac- 


4 ton.” 
Tux French began, by promiling to 
explain the Overtures, which Monſ. AA 
nager had delivered to the Queen ſome 
Months before, and to give in a ſpecific 
Project of what their Maſter would yield, 
ovided the Allies would each give a ſpe- 
ciac Anſwer, by making their ſeveral De- 
mands ; which Method, after many Diffi- 
culties, and affected Delays of the Dutch, 
was at length agreed to. 

Bu T the States, who had, with the ut- 
moſt Diſcontent, ſeen her Majeſty at the 
Head of this Negociation, where they in- 
tended to have placed themſelves, began to 
diſcover their Ill humour upon every Occa- 


| fon; they raiſed endleſs Difficulties about 


ſettling the Barrier-Treaty, as the Queen 
deſired; and in one of the firſt General 
Conferences, they would not ſuffer the Bri- 
tiþ Secretary to take the Minutes, but no- 


minated ſome Dutch Profeſlor for that Office, 
which the Queen refuſed, and reſented their 


Behaviour as an uſeleſs Cavil, intended 
only to ſhew their Want of Reſpect. The 


Britiſh Plenipotentiaries had great Reaſon 
2 f 


pect, that the Dutch were, at this 


Time, privately endeavouring to engage 


in ſome ſeparate Meaſures with France, by 
the Intervention of one Moleau, a buſy fac- 
tious Agent at Amſterdam, who had been 

K often 
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often employed in ſuch Intrigues : that this 
was the Cauſe which made them ſo litigious 
and flow in all their Steps, in hopes to 
break the Congreſs, and find better Terms 
for their Trade and Barrier, from the French, 
than we ever could think fit to allow 
them. The Dutch Miniſters did alſo apply 
themſelves with induſtry, to cultivate the 
Imperial Plenipotentiary's Favour, in order 
to ſecure all Advantages of Commerce with 
Spain and the Weſt Indies, in cafe thoſe Do- 
minions could be procured for the Emperor: 
for this Reaſon they avoided ſettling any 

neral Plan of Peace, in Concert with the 
lenipotentiaries of Britain, which her Ma- 
 Jeſty defired ; and Mon. Buys plainly told 
their Lordſhips, that it was a Pomt, which 


neither he nor his Colleagues could conſent 


to, before the States were admitted e- 
qual Sharers with Britain in the Trade 
of Spain. 

Tur Court having Notice of this un- 
tractable Temper in the Dutch, gave direct 
Orders to the Plenipotentiaries of Brita, 
for preſſing thoſe of the States to adjuſt the 
the groſs Inequalities of the Barrier- Treaty, 
ſince nothing was more uſual or agreeable 
to Reaſon than for Princes, who find them- 
ſelves aggrieved by prejudicial Contracts, 
to expect they ſhould be modified and ex- 
plained. And fince it now appeared by 
otes in the Houſe of Commons, 8 
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Tenſe of the Nation agreed with what her 
Majeſty deſired, if the Dutch Miniſters 
— not be brought to any moderate 
Terms upon this Demand, their Lordſhips 
were directed to improve and amend the 
icular Conceſſions made to Britain by 
France, and form them into a Treaty; for the 
Queen was determined never to alſow the 
States any Share in the Aſſiento, Gibraltar, 
and Port-Mahon ; nor could think it reaſon- 
able, that they ſhould be upon an equal 
Foot with her l in the Trade of $ Spain, to 2 
Conqueſt whereof they had contributed ſo 
little. 
Nor was the Conduct of the Imperial 
Miniſter, at this Time, leſs perplexing than 
that of the States, both thoſe Powers ap- 


| pearing fully bent, either upon breaking off 


the Negociation, or, upon forcing from the 
Queen thoſe Advantages ſhe expected by it 


for her own Kingdoms. Her Majeſty therefore 


thought fit, about the Beginning of March, 
to ſend Mr. Thomas Harley, a near Relation 
of the Treaſurer's, to Utrecht, fully inform- 
ed of her Mind, which he was directed to 
communicate to the Plenipotentiaries of 
Britain. 


Mx. Harley ſtopped in his Way to Utrecht 


at che 1 and there told the Penſionary. 


„ That nothing had happened lately in 
Exgland but what was long ago foretold 
* him, as well as the other Miniſters of the 

K 2 « Allies: 
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« Allies: That the Proceedings of the 
Houſe of Commons, particularly about 
the Barrier- Treaty, muſt chiefly be 2 
ſcribed to the Manner in which the 
** Queen and the Nation had been treated 
ras by Monſ. Bothmar, Count Gallas, Buy, 
and other Foreign Miniſters : That if the 
States would yet enter into a ſtrict Union 
with the Queen, give her Satisfaction in 
the ſaid Treaty, and join in Concert with 
her Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, a ſaſe 
and advantageous Peace might be obtain- 
ed for the whole Alliance; otherwiſe her 
** Majeſty muſt fave her own Country, 
and join with ſuch of her Allies as would 
** join with her. 

As to the War, that the Conduct of 
** the Allies, and their Oppoſition to the 
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among her own Subjects, as well as by 
** open Remonſtrances, had made the 
Houſe of Commons take that Matte 
** out of the Hands of the Miniſters. 

* LASTLY, that in caſe the preſent 
Treaty were broken off by the Dutch re- 


te 


** fuſing to comply, her Majeſty thought | 


> 


it reaſonable to inſiſt, that ſome Cautv 
** nary Places be put into her Hands s 
* Pledges, that no other Negociation ſhould 


be entered into by the States Genen 
without her Participation.” 


3 Ms. 
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M. Harley's Inſtructions to the Queen's 
Plenipotentiaries were, That they ſhould 
* preſs thoſe of France, to open themſelves 


* as far as pothble, in concerting ſuch a 


* Plan of a General Peace, as might give 
* reaſonable Satisfaction to all the Confe- 
* derates, and ſuch as her Parliament 
„ would approve: That the People of 
England believed France would conſent to 
& ſuch a Plan; wherein if they have found 
* themſelves deceived, they would be as 
*« eager for proſecuting the War as ever.” 

TukIR Lordſhips were to declare open- 

to the Dusch, That no Extremity 

ſhould make her Majeſty depart from 
* inliſting to have the Aſſiento for her own 
Subjects, and to keep Gibrallar and Port- 
% Mahon ; but if the States would agree 
„% with her upon theſe three Heads, ſhe 
* would be content to reduce the Trade of 
Spain and the Ve Indies, to the Conditi- 
on it was in under the late Catholic King 
“ Charles II. 

Tux French were farther to be preſſed, 
That the Pretender ſnould be immedi- 
* ately ſent out of that Kingdom; and that 
the moſt effectual Method ſhould be 
* taken, for preventing the Union of France 
and Spain under one Prince“ 

ABovurT this Time her Majeſty's Miniſters, 
and thoſe of the Allies at Utrecht, delivered 
in the ſeveral Poſtulata, or Demands of their 

K 3 Maſters 
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Maſters to the French Plenipotentiariez 
which having been ſince made Public, and 
all of them, except thoſe of Britain, v 
much varying in the Courſe of the Negoci- 
ation, the Reader would be but ill enter- 
tained with a Tranſcript of them here. 
U?ox Intelligence of the laſt Dauphin's 
Death, the Father, Son, and Grandſon, all 
of that Title, dying within the Compals of 
a Year, Monſieur Gaultier went to France 
with Letters to the Marquiſs of Torcy, to 
propoſe her Majeſty's Expedient for pre- 
venting the Union of that Kingdom with 
Spain; which, as it was the moſt important 
Article to be ſettled, in order to ſecure Peace 
for Europe, fo it was a Point that required to 
be ſpeedily adjuſted under the pretent Cir- 


cumftances and Situation of the Bourbon Fi = 


mily, there being only left a Child of two 
Years old to ſtand between the Duke & 


Anjou and his ſucceeding to the Crown of | 


France. 

HER Majeſty likewiſe 2 France by 
the ſame Diſpatches, to ſend full Inſtrutt- 
ons to their — empowering 
them to offer to the Allies ſuch a Plan of 


Peace, as might give reaſonable Satisfaction | 


to all her Allies. 

Tux Queen's Propoſal for preventing in 

Union between France and Spain waz 

% That Philip ſhould formally renounce 

the Kingdom of France for himſelf - 
66 
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& his Poſterity; and that this Renuncia- 
« tion ſhould be confirmed by the Courts 
4 or States of Spain, who, without Queſti- 
4 on, would heartily concur againſt ſuch 
4 an Union, by which their Country muſt 
become a Province to France.” tn like 
Manner, the French Princes of the Blood 
were ſeverally to renounce all Title to 
Sparn. 

Tux French raiſed many Difficulties upon 
ſeveral Particulars of this Expedient ; but 
the Queen to refule any Plan of 
Peace before this weighty Point were ſettled 
in the Manner ſhe propoſed, which was 
afterwards ſubmitted to, as in proper Place 
we ſhall obſerve. In the mean time, the 
Negociation at Utrecht proceeded with a very 
flow pace ; the Dutch mterpoling all Ob- 
ſtructions they could contrive, refuſing to 
come to any reaſonable Temper upon the 
Barrier-Treaty, or to offer a Plan, in con- 
cert with the Queen, for a general Peace. 
Nothing leſs would ſatisfy them, than the 
partaking in thoſe Advantages we had ſti- 
pulated for Ourſelves, and which did no 
Ways interfere with their Trade or Se- 
curity. They ſtill expected ſome Turn 
in England; their Friends on this Side had 
ventured to aſſure them, that the Queen 
could not live many Months, which, in- 
deed, from the bad State of her Majeſty's 
Healtn, was reaſonable to expect. The 
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Britiſh Plenipotentiaries daily diſcovered new 
Endeavours of Holland to treat privately 
with France, and laſtly, thoſe among the 
States, who deſired the War ſhould conti- 
nue, ſtrove to gain Time, until the Cam- 
paign ſhould open; and by reſolving to en- 
ter into Action with the firſt Opportunity, 
render all Things deſperate, and break uy 
the Congreſs. 

Tuis Scheme did exactly fall in with 
Prince Eugene's Diſpoſitions, whom the 
States had choſen for their General, and 
of whoſe Conduct, in this Conjuncture, 
the Queen had too much Reaſon to be 
jealous ; but her Majefty, who was te- 
tolved to do her utmoſt towards putting 
a good and ſpeedy End to this War, hav- 
ing placed the Duke of Ormond at the 
Head of her Forces in Flanders, whither 
he was now arrived, directed him to keep 
all the Troops in Hritiſb Pay, whether 
Subjects or Foreigners, immediately un- 
der his own Command; and to be 
cautious, for a while, in engaging in any 
Action of Importance, unleſs upon a very 
apparent Advantage. At the ſame Time 
the Queen determined to make one 
thorough Trial of the Diſpoſition of the 
States, by allowing them the utmoſt Con- 
ceſſions that could any Way ſuit either with 
her Safety or Honour. She therefore 
directed her Miniſters at Utrecht, to tell the 

| . Dutch, 
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Dutch, „“ That, in order to ſhew how de- 

„ firous ſhe was to live in perfect Amity 

© with that Republic, ſhe would reſtgn 

* up the Fifteen per Cent. Advantage 

upon Exugliſb Goods ſent to the Spaniſi 

* Dominions, which the French King had 

offered her by a power from his Grand- 

* fon, and be content to reduce that 
* Trade to the State in which it was 
* under the late King of Spain. She 
* would accept of any tolerable Soften- 
ing of theſe Words in the ſeventh 
* Article of the Barrier-Treaty, where 
* it is ſaid, the States ſhall have Power, 
in caſe of an apparent Attack, to put 
** as many Troops as they pleaſe into 
all the Places of the Nether/ards, with- 
out ſpecifying an Attack from the Side 
of France, as ought to have been done; 
* otherwiſe, the Queen might juſtly think 
* they were preparing themlelves for a 
* Rupture with Britain. Her Majeſty 
& likewiſe conſented, that the States 
„ ſhould keep NMieuport, Dendermond, and 
© the Caftle of Ghent, as an Addition to 
„their Barrier, although ſhe were ſenſi- 
* ble how injurious thoſe Conceſſions 
* would be to the Trade of her Subjects; 
„% and would wave the Demand of Oftend 
being delivered into her Hands, which 
* ſhe might with Juſtice inſiſt on. In 


return of all this, that the Queen my 
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** defired the Miniſters of the States would 
enter into a cloſe Correſpondence with 
* her's, and ſettle between them ſome 
Plan of a general Peace, which might 
* give reaſonable content to all her Allies, 
« and which her Majeſty would endex 
% your to bring France to conſent to. She 
*« defired the Trade of her Kingdoms to 
* the Netherlands, and to the Towns of 
* their Barrier, might be upon as good a 
* Foot as it was before the War began: 
That the Dutch would not infift to have 
* a Share in the Aſſiento, to which they 
had not the leaſt Pretenſions, and that 
* they would no longer encourage the In- 
* trigues of a Faction againſt her Govern- 
« ment. Her Majeſty aſſured them in 
% plain Terms, that her own future Mes- 
© ſures, and the Conduct of her Pleni- 
& potentiaries, ſhould be wholly governed 
© by their Behaviour in theſe Points ; and 
** that her Offers were only conditional, in 
* caſe of their Compliance with what ſhe. 
« defired.” 

Bur all theſe Proofs of the Queen's 
Kindneſs and Sincerity would not avail. 
The Dutch Miniſters pleaded, they had 
no Power to concert the Plan of Gene- 
ral Peace with thoſe of Britain: How- 
ever, they aſſured the latter, that the 
ento was the only Difficulty which ſtuck 
with their Maſters, Whereupon, at their 
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Deſire, a Contract for that Traffic was 
twice read to them; after which th 

appeared very well ſatisfied, and ſaid they 
would go to the Hague for further In- 
ſtructions. Thither they went, and af- 
ter a Week's Abſence, returned the ſame 
Anſwer, ** That they had no Power to ſettle a 
« Scheme of Peace; but could only diſcourſe 
« of it, when the Difficulties of the Barrier- 
« Treaty were over.” And Monſ. Buys 
took a Journey to Amſterdam, on purpole 
to ſtir up that City, where he was Pen- 
ſionary, againſt yielding the Ajients to 
Britain; but was unſucceſsful in his Ne- 
gociation ; the Point being yiclded u 

there, and in moſt other Towns in 

land. 
IT will have an odd Sound in Hiſtory, 
and appear hardly credible, that in ſe- 
veral peity Republics of ſingle Towns, 
which made up the States General, it 
ſhould be formally debated, whether the 
Queen of Great Britain, who preſerved. 
the Commonwealth at the Charge of ſo 
many Millions, ſhould be ſuſſered to en- 


Joy, after a Peace, the Liberty granted 


her by Spain of felling African Slaves 
in the Spaniſh Dominions of America ! 
But there was a prevailing Faction at 
the Hague, violentiy bent againſt any 
Peace, where the Queen muſt act that 


Part which they had intended for them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves. Theſe Politicians, who held con- 
tant Correſpondence with their old de- 
jected Friends in England, were daily fed 
with the vain Hopes of the Queen's 
Death, or the Party's Reſtoration. They 
likewiſe endeavoured to ſpin out the 
Time, till Prince Eugene's Activity had 
puſhed on ſome great Event, which 
might govern or perplex the Conditions 
of Peace. Therefore the Dutch Plenipo- 
tentiaries, who proceeded by the Inſtruc- 
tions of thoſe miſtaken Patriots, acted in 
every Point with a Spirit of Litigiouſ- 
neſs, than which nothing could give 
greater Advantage to the Enemy; a ſtrict 
Union between the Allies, but eſpeci- 
ally Britain and Holland, being doubt- 
leſs the only Means for procuring fafe 
and honourable Terms from France. 

Bu T neither was this the worſt ; for 
the Queen received undoubted Intelligence 
from Utrecht, that the Dutch were again at- 
tempting a ſeparate Correſpondence with 
France. And by Letters, intercepted here, 
from Vienna, it was found, that the Impe- 
rial Court, whoſe Miniſters were in the ut- 
moſt Confidence with thoſe of Holland, 
expreſſed the moſt furious Rage againlt 


her Majeſty, for the Steps ſhe had taken 


to advance a Peace. 
Txrrs unjuſtifiable Treatment, The 
Queen could not digeſt from an Ally, 
upon 


hee 
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upon whom ſhe had conferred ſo many 
ſignal Obligations, whom ſhe had uſed 
with ſo much Indulgence and Sincerity 
during the whole Courſe of the Nego- 
ciation, and had fo often invited to go 


| along with her in every Motion towards 


a Peace. She apprehended likewiſe, that 
the Negociation might be taken out of 
her Hands, if France could be ſecure of 
eaſter Conditions in Holland, or might 
think that Britain wanted Power to in- 
fluence the whole Confederacy. She re- 
folved therefore, on this Occaſion, to exert 
herſelf with Vigour, Steadineſs, and Diſ- 
patch ; and, in the Beginning of May, ſent 
her Commands to the Earl of Strafford to 
repair immediately ro England, in order 
to conſult with her Miniſters what was 
proper to be done. 

Tur Propoſal above-mentioned, for 
preventing the Union of France and Spain, 
met with many Difficulties; Monſ. de 
Torcy raiſing Objections againſt ſeveral 
Parts of it. But the Queen refuſed to 


| proceed any farther with France, until this 


weighty Point were fully ſettled to her 
Satisfaction ; after which, ſhe promiſed to 
grant a Suſpenſion of Arms, provided the 
Town and Citadel of Dunkirk might be 
delivered as a Pledge into her Hands: 
and propoſed that /pres might be ſur- 


rendered 
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rendered to the Dutch, if they would con. 
ſent to come into the Suſpenſion. France 
abſolutely refuſed the latter; and the States 
General having acted in perpetual Con- 
tradiction to her Majeſty, ſne preſſed that 
Matter no farther; becauſe the doubted 
they would not agree to a Ceſſation of 
Arms. However, ſhe reſolved to put a 
tpeedy End, or at leaſt Intermiſſion, 0 
her own Share in the War, and the French 
having declared themſelves ready to agree 
to her Expedients, for preventing the 
Union of the two Crowns, and contented 
to the Delivery of Dunkirk ; poſitive Or- 
ders were ſent to the Duke of Ormand 
to avoid engaging in any Battle or Siege, 
until he had further Inſtructions; but he 
was directed ta conceal his Orders, and 
to find the beſt Excuſes he could, if any 
preſſing Occaſion ſhould offer. 

Tu Reaſons for this unuſual Pro- 
ceeding, which made a mighty Noile, 
were of ſufficient Weight to juſtify it; 
for, purſuant to the Agreement made be- 
tween us and Fravice, a Courier was then 


diſpatched from Fontainbleau to Madrid, 


with the Offer of an Alternative to Philip, 
either of reſigning Spam immediately to 
the Duke of Savyy, upon the Hopes of 
ſucceeding to France, and ſome preſent 
Advantage, which, not having been ac; 
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is needleſs to dilate on ; or of 
adhering to Spain, and renouncing all 
future Claim to France for himtelt and 
his Poſterity. 

UNT1L it could be known which Part 
Philip would accept, the Queen would not 
take Poſſeſſion of Dunkirk, nor ſuffer an 
Armiſtice to be declared. But, however, 
fince the moſt Chriſtian King had agreed 
that his Grandſon ſhould be forced, in caie 
of a Refulal, ro make his Choice imme- 
diately, her Majeſty could not endure to 
think, that perhaps ſome thouſands of 
Lives of her own Subjects and Allies might 
be ſacrificed, without Neceſſity, if an Oc- 
caſion ſhould be found or fought for fight- 
ing a Battle; which, ſhe very well knew, 
Prince Eugene would eagerly attempt, and 
put all into Confuſion, to gratify his own 
Ambition, the Enmity of his new Maſters 
the Dutch, and the Rage of his Courr. 

Bur the Duke of Ormond, who, with 
| every other Quality that can accomplifh 

or adorn a great Man, inherits all the 
Valour and Loyalty of his Anceſtors, 
found it very difficult to acquit himſelf 
of his Commiſſion ; for Prince Eugene, and 
all the Field-Deputies of the States, had 
begun already to talk either of atracking 
the Enemy, or beſieging Queſnay, the 
Confederate Army being now all * 
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by the Troops they expected; and ac. 
cordingly, about three Days after the Duke 
had received thoſe Orders from Court, it 
was propoſed to his Grace, at a Meeti 

with the Prince and Deputies, that the 
French Army ſhould be attacked, their 
Camp having been viewed, and a great 
Opportunity offering to do it with Suc- 


ceſs : for the Mareſchal de Villars, who had 


Notice ſent him by Monſ. de Torcy of what 
was paſſing, and had ſignified the fame 
by a Trumpet to the Duke, ſhewed less 
Vigilance than was uſual to that General, 
taking no Precautions to ſecure his Cam 
er obſerve the Motions of the Allies, pro- 
bably on purpoſe to provoke them; the 
Duke ſaid, That the Earl of Strafford's 
* ſudden Departure for England, made 
„ him believe there was ſomething of 
« Conſequence now tranſacting, which 
« would be known in four or five Days; 
and therefore deſired they would deter 
« this or any other Undertaking, unti 
« he could receive freſh Letters from Eny- 
« land. Whereupon the Prince and De- 
puties immediately told the Duke, That 
« they looked for ſuch an Anſwer as he had 
given them: That they had ſuſpected 
«< our Meaſures for ſome Time, and their 
% Suſpicions were confirmed by the Ex 
+ preſs his Grace had ſo lately received, 
as 
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« as well as by the Negligence of Monf. 
« Yillars.” They appeared extremely diſ- 
fatisfied ; and the Depuries told the Duke, 
that they would immediately ſend an Ac- 
count of his Anſwer to their Maſters, 
which they accordingly did; and ſoon af- 
ter, by Order from the States, wrote him 
an expoſtulating Letter, in a Style leſs 
reſpectful than became them; defiring 
him, among other Things, to explain him- 
ſelf, whether he had poſitive Orders not 
to fight the French ; and afterwards told 
him, They were ſure he had ſuch Or- 


e ders, otherwiſe he could not anſwer 
« what he had done.” But the Duke ſtill 


waved the Queſtion, ſaying, he would 
de glad to have Letters from England, 
** before he entered upon Action, and that 
he expected them daily.” 

Ur o this Incident, the Miniſters and 
Generals of the Allies immediately took 
the Alarm, venting their Fury in very 
violent Expreſſions againſt the Queen, and 
thoſe ſhe employed in her Councils ; faid, 
they were betrayed by Britain, and aſ- 
ſumed the Countenance of thoſe who think 
they have received an Injury, and were 
diſpoſed to return it. 

Tre Duke of Ormand's Army conſiſted 
of eighteen thouſand of her Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, and about thirty thouſand hired — 

; | other 
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other Princes, either wholly by the Queen, 
or jointly by her and wy States. The 
Duke immediately informed the Court of 
the Diſpoſitions he found among the fo. 
reign Generals upon this ion; and 
that, upon an Exigency, he could only de- 
pend on the Britiſh Froops adhering to 
him; thoſe of Hanover having already de. 
termined to deſert to the Dutch, tempted 
the Danes to do the like, and that he had 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe the ſame of the reſt. 
Uyron the News arriving at Utrecht, 


that the Duke of Ormond had refuſed to | 


in any Action againſt the Enemy, 
the Dutch Miniſters there went immediate- 
ly to make their Complaints to the Lord 
Privy-Seal ; aggravating the Strangeneſs 
of this Proceeding, together with the Con- 
ſequence of it, in the Loſs of a moſt fs 
vourable Opportunity for ruining the French 
Army, and the Diſcontent it muſt needs 
create in the whole Body of the Contede- 
rates. Adding, how hard it was that they 
ſhould be kept in the Dark, and have no 
Communication of what was done in 4 
Point which ſo nearly concerned them. 
They concluded, that the Duke muſt needs 
have acted by Orders; and deſired his 
Lordſhip to write both to Court, and'to his 
Grace, what they had now ſaid. 
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Taz Biſhop anſwered. That he knew 
& nothing of this Fact, but what they had 
© told him; and therefore was not pre- 
„ pared with a Reply to their Repreſen- 
« tations : Only, in general, he could ven- 


ture to ſay, that this Caſe appeared very 


* like the Conduct of their Field-Deputies 
% upon former Occaſions : That it ſuch 
Orders were given, they were certainly 
* built upon very juſtifiable Foundations, 
% and would foon be fo explained as to 
& convince the States, and the World, 


that the Common Intereſt would be bet- 


4 ter provided for another Way, than by a 
« Battle or Siege: That the Want of Com- 
* munication which they complained of, 
* could not make the States ſo uneaſy, as 
* their declining to receive it, had made 
* the Queen, who had uſed her. utmoſt 
* Endeavours to perſuade them to concur 
* with her in concerting every Step to- 
* wards a General Peace, and ſettling ſuch 
* a Plan as both Sides might approve and 
adhere to; but, to this Day, the States 
had not thouglit fit to accept thoſe Of- 
fers, or to authoriſe any of their Miniſters 
to treat with her Majeity's Plenipoten- 
* tiarics upon that Affair, although they 
had been prefled to it ever lince the Ne- 
* gociation began: That his Lordſhip, to 
** thew that he did not ſpeak his private 
* Senle alone, took this Opportunity to 

** EXECUTE 
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execute the Orders he had received the 
Evening before, by declaring to them, 
that all her Majeſty's Offers for adjuſting 
the Differences between her and the 
States were founded u this expreſs 
Condition, That they ſhould come im- 
mediately into the Queen's Meaſures, 
and act openly and ſincerely with her; 
** and that, from their Conduct, to direct 
* contrary, ſhe now looked upon herſelf 
to be under no Obligation to them.” 

Mons. Buys and his Collegues were 
ſtunned with this Declaration, made to them 
at a Time when they pretended to think 
the Right of complaining to be on their 
Side, and had come to the Biſhop upon 
that Errand. But after their Surpriſe was 
abated, and Buys's long Reaſonings at an 
End, they began to think how Matters 
might be retrieved ; aud were of Opinion, 
that the States ſhould immediately diſpatch 
a Miniſter to England, unleſs his Lordſhip 
were empowered to treat with them; 
which, without new Commands, he fad 
he was not. They afterwards deſired to 
know of the Biſhop, what the Meaning 
was of the laſt Words in his Declaration, 
That her Majeſty looked upon herſelf to 
* be under no Obligation to them.“ He 
told them his Opinion, That as the 
« Queen was bound by Treaty to concert 
« with the States the Conditions of a Peace, 
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«© ſo, upon their declining the Concert fo 
e frequently offered, ſhe was acquitted of 
that Obligation: But that he verily be- 
e lieved, whatever Meaſures her Majeſty 
© ſhould take, ſhe would always have a 
« friendly Regard to the Intereſt of their 
© Commonwealth ; and that as their Un- 
« kindneſs had been very unexpected and 
© diſagreeable to her Majeſty, fo their 
© Compliance would be equally pleaſing.” 
I ave been the more circumſtantial 
in relating this Affair, becauſe it furniſhed 
Abundance of Diſcourſe, and give Riſe to 
many wild Conjectures and Miſrepreſenta- 
tions, as well here as in Holland, eſpecially 
that Part which concerned the Duke of 
Ormond ; for the angry Faction in the Houſe 
of Commons, upon the firſt Intelligence 
that the Duke had declined to act offen- 
hvely againſt France, in Concurrence with 
the Allies, moved for an Addreſs, wherein 
the Queen ſhould be informed of © the 
deep Concern of her Commons for the 
* dangerous Conſequences to the Common 
* Cauſe, which muſt ariſe from this Pro- 
* ceeding of her General ; and to beſeech 
* her, that ſpeedy Inſtructions might be 
given to the Duke to proſecute the War 
* with Vigour, in order to quiet the Minds 
* of her People, Sc. But a great Ma- 
jority was againſt this Motion, and a Re- 
ſolution drawn up and preſented to the 
: ueen 
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Queen by the whole Houſe of a quite con- 
trary Tenour, ** That they had an intire 
Confidence in her Majeſty's moſt gra- 
* cious Promiſe, to communicate to her 
* Parliament the Terms of the Peace, be- 
** fore the. ſame ſhould be concluded ; 
and that they would ſupport her Ma- 
jeſty, in obtaining an honourable and ſafe 
Peace, againſt all ſuch Perſons either at 
* Home or Abroad, who have endeavoured, 
or ſhall endeavour to obſtruct the ſame,” 
TR Courier ſent with the Alternative 
to Spam, was now returned, with an Ac- 
count that Phil had choſen to renounce 
France for himſelf and his Poſterity ; where- 
of the Queen having received Notice, her 
Majeſty, upon the Sixth of June, in a long 
Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, laid 
before them the Terms of a general Peace, 
ſtipulated between her and France. This 
Speech, being the Plan whereby both France 
and the Allies have been obliged to pro- 
ceed in the ſubſequent Courſe of the Treaty, 
I ſhall defire the Reader's Leave to inſert 
it at Length, although I believe it hath been 
already in moſt Hands. | 


* My Lords and Gentlemen, 


«© THe making Peace and War is the 

* undoubted Prerogative of the Crown; 
yet ſuch is the juſt Confidence I place 
2 « ig 
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in you, that at the Opening of this Seſ- 
4 fion, I acquainted you that a Negocia- 
« tion for a General Peace was begun ; 
« and afterwards by Meſſages, I promiſed 
« to communicate to you the Terms of 
« Peace, before the fame ſhould be con- 
« cluded, 

« In Purſuance of that Promiſe, I now 
“ come to let you know upon what Terms 
« a General Peace may be made. 

« I NEED not mention the Difficulties 
« which ariſe from the very Nature of this 
« Afﬀair; and it 1s but too apparent, that 
e theſe Difficulties have been increaſed by 
4 other Obſtructions, artfully contrived to 


« hinder this great and good Work. 


„ NoTHING, however, has moved me 
from ſteadily purſuing, in the firſt Place, 
the true Intereſts of my own Kingdoms; 


and I have not omitted any Thing, which 


“ might procure to all our Allies what is 
« due to them by Treaties, and what is 
« neceſlary for their Security. _ 

„ TRE aſſuring of the Proteſtant Suc- 
© cefſion, as by Law eſtabliſhed, in the 
«* Houſe of Hanover, to theſe Kingdoms, 
* being what I have neareſt at Heart, par- 
« ticular Care is taken not only to have 
that acknowledged in the ftrongeſt 
Terms, but to have an additional Se- 
« curity, by the Removal of that Perſon 
out of the Dominions of France, ons 
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has pretended to difturb this Settle- 
ment. 

% Tun Apprehenſion that Spain and 
the Yet Indies might be united to Franc, 
was the chief Inducement to begin this 
War; and the effectual Preventing of 
ſuch an Union, was the Principle 1 laid 
down at the Commencement of this 


Treaty: Former Examples, and the late 
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Negociations, ſufficiently ſhew how dif. 
ficult it 1s to find Means to accompliſh 
this Work. I would not content myſelf 
with ſuch as are ſpeculative, or depend 
on Treaties only : I inſiſted on wha 
was ſolid, and to have at Hand the 
Power of executing what ſhould be x 
greed. 

«I CAN therefore now tell you, that 
France at laſt is brought to offer, that 


the Duke of Anjou ſhall, for himſelf and 
his Deſcendants, renounce for ever all 


Claim to the Crown of France ; and 
that this important Article may be ex- 
poſed to no Hazard, the Performance is 


to accompany the Promiſe. 


« Ar the ſame Time the Succeſſion to 
the Crown of France 1s to be declared, 
after the Death of the preſent Dauphin 
and his Sons, to be in the Duke of 
and his Sons, in the Duke of Or- 


« Jeans and his Sons, and fo on to the reſt 
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of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
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« As to Spain and the Iudies, the Suc- 
&« ceſſion to thoſe Dominions, after the Duke 
« of Anjou and his Children, is to deſcend 
« to ſuch Prince as ſhall be agreed upon at 
« the Treaty, for ever excluding the reſt 
« of the Houſe of Bourbon. 4 

« For confirming the Renunciations an 
« Settlements before-mentioned, it 1s fur- 
« ther offered, that they ſhould be ratified 
jn the moſt ſtrong and folemn Manner, 
both in France and Spain; and that thoſe 
« Kingdoms, as well as all the other Powers 
engaged in the pretent War, ſhall be 
* Guarantees to the ſame. 

Tus Nature of this Propoſal is ſuch, 
that it executes itſelf: the Intereſt of 
Spain is to ſupport it; and in France, the 
« Pertons to whom that Succeſſion is to be- 


' © long, will be ready and powerful enough 
4 to vindicate their own Right. 


« FRANCE and Spain are now more 
«* effectually divided than ever. And thus 
* by the Blefling of God, will a real Ba- 
* lance of Power be fixed in Europe, and 
remain liable to as few Accidents as hu- 


man Affairs can be exempted from. 


A Treaty of Commerce between 
* theſe Kingdoms and France has been en- 
* tered upon; but the exceſſive Duties laid 
Jon ſome Goods, and the Prohibitions of 
* others, make it impoſſible to finiſh this 
„Work fo ſoon as were to be deſired. 
Care is however taken to eſtabliſh a Me- 

I. „ thod 


[ 222 ] 


& thod of ſettling this Matter; and in the 
mean Time Proviſion is made, that the 
fame Privileges and Advantages, as ſhall 
de granted to any other Nation by Franc, 
& ſhall be granted in like Manner to us. 

„ Tak Diviſion of the Ifland of 5 
4 Chriſtopher, between us and the French, 
4 having been the Cauſe of great Inconve. 
4 mency and Damage to my Subjects, [ 
4 have demanded to have an abſolute Ceſ- 
&« ſion made to me of the whole Iſland, and 
France agrees to this Demand. 

« Our Intereſt is fo deeply concerned in 
&« the Trade of North America, that I have 
4 uſed my utmoſt Endeavours to adjuſt 
« that Article in the moſt beneficial Man- 
&« ner. France conſents to reſtore to us the 
« whole Bay and Streights of Hud/on, to 
« deliver up the Ifland of Newfoundland, 
« with Placentia; and to make an abſolute 
« Ceſſion of Annapolis, with the Reſt of 
& Nova Scotia, or Accadie the Safety of 
4 our Home Trade will be better provided 
& for, by the Demolition of Dunkirk. 


« Our Mediterranean Trade, and the 
&« Britiſh Intereſt and Influence in thaſe 


4 Parts, will be ſecured by the Poſſeſſion 


« of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, with the 


« whole Ifland of Minorca, which are cf 
&« fered to remain in my Hands. 

Tur Trade to Spain and the Ag I 

« dies may in general be ſettled, as it ws 

ce in the Time of the late King of Spail, 
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« Charles the IId. and a particular Provi- 

« fon be made, that all Advantages, Rights, 

« or Privileges, which have been granted, 

« or may hereafter be granted, by Spain 
4 to any other Nation, ſhall be in like 

« Manner granted to the Subjects of Great 

« Britarn. 

« BuT the Part which we have borne in 
| © the Proſecution of this War, intitling us 
to ſome Diſtinction in the Terms of 
« Peace, I have inſiſted, and obtained, that 
the Aſſiento, or Contract for furniſhing 
the Spaniſh Weſt Indies with Negroes, 
„ ſhall be made with us for the Term of 
« thirty Years, in the ſame Manner as it 
© has been enjoyed by the French for ten 
Fears paſt. 5 
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© I rave not taken upon me to deter- 
“ mine the Intereſts of our Confederates ; 
© theſe muſt be adjuſted in the Congreſs 
at Utrecht, where my beſt Endeavours 
„ ſhall be employed, as they have hither- 
* to conſtantly been, to procure to eve 
one of them all juſt and reaſonable Sa- 
„ tisfaction. In the mean Time, I think 
dit proper to acquaint you, that France 
| * offers to make the Rhine the Barrier of 
the Empire; to yield Bri/ack, the Fort 
* of Kehl, and Landau, and to raſe all the 
* Fortrefſes, both on the other Side of the 
* Rhine, aud in that River. 
« As to the Proteſtant Intereſt in Ger- 
„ many, there will be on the Part of 
8 France 


224 
& France no Objection to the reſettli 
© thereof, on the Foot of the Treaty 7 
& Weſtphalia. 

Tue Spaniſh Low Countries may go 
& to his Imperial Majeſty : the Kingdoms 
of Naples and Sardinia, the Dutchy ef 
&« Milan, and the Places belonging to 
% Spain on the Coaſt of Tuſcany, may 
„ likewiſe be yielded by the Treaty df 
« Peace to the Emperor. 

As to the Kingdom of Sicily, though 
there remains no Diſpute concerning the 
* fCeſſion of it by the Duke of Anjou, yet 
the Diſpoſition thereof is not yet deter- 
„ mined. | 

Tu Intereſts of the States General, 
<«< with Reſpect to Commerce, are 
„to, as they have been demanded by their 
„ own Miniſters, with the Exception only 
© of ſome very few Species of Merchan- 
„ dize; and the intire Barrier, as de- 
60 
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manded by the States in 1509 from 

France, except two or three Places at 

1 

« As to theſe Exceptions, ſeveral Expe- 
« dients are propoſed; and I make no 
Doubt but this Barrier may be fo ſettled, 
« as to render that Republick perfect 
* ſecure againſt any Enterprize on 
„Part of France; which is the Founds 
dation of all my Engagements upon thus 


„Head with the States. * 
« Tut 
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« Tut Demands of Portugal depend- 
ing on the Diſpoſition of uin, and that 
Article having been long in Diſpute, it 
has not been yet poſſible to make any 
conſiderable Progreis therein; but my 


« Plenifotentiaries will now have an Op- 
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portunity to aſſiſt that King in his Pre- 
« tenſions. 

« Thoss of the King of Prufſia are 
fuch as, I "1ope, will admit of little 
Difficulty on the Part of France , and 
my utmoſt Endeavours ſhall not be want- 
ing to procure all I am able to ſo good 
an Ally. 

„Tus Difference between the Barrier 
demanded for the Duke of Savoy 
in 1709, and. the Offers now made 
by France, is very inconſiderable: but 
that Prince having fo ſignally diſtin- 
gniſhed himſelf in the Service of the 
common Cauſe, I am endeavouring to 
procure for hun ſtill farther Advan- 
tages. 

« /7ance has conſented, that the Elector 
Palatine ſhall continue his preſent Rank 
among the Electors, and remain in Pol- 
feflion of the upper Paulatinate. | 
Tus electoral Dignity is likewiſe ac- 
knowledged in the "Houſe of Hanover, 
according to the Article inſerted at that 


pPrinceꝰs Deſire in my Demands. 
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« And as to the reſt of the Allies, 1 
make no Doubt of being able to ſecure 
their ſeveral Intereſts. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


* I Have now communicated to you, 
not only the Terms of Peace, which 
« may, by the future Treaty, be obtained 
for my own Subjects; but likewiſe the 
* Propoſals of France, for ſatisfying our 
+ Allies. 

« Tat former are ſuch as I have reaſon 
* to expect, to make my People ſome 
« Amends for that great and unequal 
„ Burden which they have lain under, 


© through the whole Courſe of this War; 


« and I am willing to hope, that none of 
our Confederates, and eſpecially thoſe 
4 to whom ſo great Acceſſions of Domi- 
* nion and Power are to accrue by this 
* Peace, will envy Britain her Share in 
* the Glory and Advantage of it. 

Tur latter are not yet fo perfectly 
„ adjuſted, as a little more Time might 


« have rendered them; but the Seaſon of 


„the Year making it neceſſary to put an 
« End to this Seſſion, I reſolved no longer 
«© to defer communicating theſe Matters to 
< you.” N 

« I can make no doubt but you are all 


fully perſuaded, that nothing will be 


«© neglected 
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neglected on my Part, in the Progreſs 
4 of the Negociation, to bring the Peace 
« to an happy and ſpeedy Iſſue, and I de- 
« pend on your intire Confidence in me, 
« and your chearful Concurrence with 
66 me. 

Tur diſcontented Party in the Houſe of 
Commons, finding the Torrent againſt 
them not to be ſtemmed, ſuſpended their 
Oppoſition ; by which Means an Addrefs 
was voted, nemine contradicente, to AaC- 
knowledge her Majeſty's Condeſcenſion, 
to expreſs their Satisfaction in what ſhe 
| had already done, and to deſire ſhe would 
pleaſe to proceed with the preſent Nego- 
cations for the obtaining a ſpeedy Peace. 

DukinG theſe Tranſactions at home, the 
Duke of Ormond was in a very uneaſy 
Situation at the Army, employed in prac- 
tiling thoſe Arts which perhaps are fitter 
for a ſubtle Negociator than a great Com- 
mander. But as he had always proved 
his Obedience, where Courage or Conduct 
could be of Uſe ; fo the Duty he profeſſed 
to his Prince, made him ſubmit to con- 
tinue in a State of Inactivity at the Head of 
his Troops, however contrary to his Na- 
ture, if it were for her Majeſty's Service. 
He had ſent early Notice to the Miniſters, 
that he could not depend upon the foreign 
Forces in the Queen's Pay, and he now 
found ſome Attempts were already begun 
to ſeduce them. 
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Walt the Courier was expected from 
Madrid, the Duke had Orders to inform 
the Marechal de Pillars of the true State 
of this Affair; that his Grace would have 
decilive Orders in three or four Da 
In the mean Time, he deſired the Mare. 
chal would not oblige him to come to any 
Action, either to defend himſelf, or to join 
with Prince Zugene's Army; which he 
muſt neceffarily do, if the Prince were at- 
tacked. 

Waen the Courier was arrived with the 
Account, that Philip had choſen to 
of Spain, her Majeſty had propoſed to 
Fraucea Suſpenſion of Arms for two Months 
(to be prolonged three or tour), between 
the Armies now in Flanders, upon the fol- 
lowing Conditions: 

„That, during the Suſpenſion, Endea- 
* vours ſhould be uſed for concluding a 
general Peace; or, at leaſt, the Article 
for preventing the Union of France and 
« Spain, ſhould be punctually executed 
« by Hlilip's renouncing France, for him- 


„ ſelf and his Poſterity; and the Princes 


„4 of Bourbon, in like Manner renouncing 
Spain: and that the Town, Citadel, and 
Forts of Dunkirk, ſhould be immediately 
& delivered into the Queen's Hands.“ Her 
Majeſty at the ſame Time endeavoured to 
get Cambray for the Dutch, provided they 
would come into the Suſpenſion. But this 


was abſolutely rejected by France; 2 


00 0 .. 


„„ IAA Ha Hee © "9wy 


„ e — 0 c bend * 


( 229 ] 
that Court would never have ventured to 
do, if thoſe Allies could have been prevail- 
ed on to have acted with Sincerity and O- 
penneſs in Concert with her Majeſty, as her 
Plenipot-ntiaries had always deſired. How- 
ever, the Queen promiſed, that, if the 
States would yield to a Suſpenſion of Arms, 


they ſhould have ſome valuable Pledge put 


into their Poſſeſſion. 

Bur now freſh Intelligence daily ar- 
rived, both from Utrecht and the Army, 
of Attempts to make the Troops in her 
Majeſty's Pay, deſert her Service; and a 
Deſign even of ſeizing the Britiſb Forces, 
was whifpered about, and with Reaſon 
ſuſpected. | 

Wren the Queen's Speech was pub- 
liſhed in Holland, the Lord Privy-ſeal told 
the Dutch Miniſters at Utrecht, ** That 
* what her Majeſty had laid before her 
Parliament could not, according to the 
Rules of Treaty, be tcoked on as the ut- 
* moſt of what France would yield in 
* the Courſe of a Negociation; but only 
* the utmoſt of what that Crown would 
* propoſe, in order to form the Plan of a 
* Peace: That theſe Conditions would 
certainly have been better, if the States 
* had thought fit to have gone Hand m 
„Hand with her Majeſty, as ſhe had ſo 
frequently exhorted them to do: That 
nothing but the Want of Harmony 
among the Allies had ſpirited the /rench 
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to ſtand out ſo long: That the Queen 
« would do them all the good Offices in 
her Power, if they thought fit to com- 
« ply; and did not doubt of getting them 
« reaſonable Satisfaction, both in Relation 
„% to their Barrier and their Trade.” But 
this Reaſoning made no Impreſſion : the 
Duich Miniſters faid, the Queen's Speech 
had deprived them of the Fruits of the 
War. They were in Pain, leſt Liſte and 
Tournay might be two of the Towns to be 
expected out of their Barrier. The ref 
of the Allies grew angry, by the Example 
of the Dutch. The Populace in Holland | 
began to be inflamed: They publickly 
talked, that Britain had betrayed them. 
Sermons were preached in ſeveral Towns 
of their Provinces, whether by Direction 
or Connivance, filled with the higheſt In 
ſtances of Diſreſpect to her Britannick Ma. 
zeſty, whom they charged as a Papiſt, and 
an Enemy to their Country. The Lord 
Privy-ſeal himſelf believed ſomething e 
traordinary was in Agitation, and that hs 
own Perſon was in Danger from the Fun 
of the People. 

IT is certain, that the States appeared 
but a few Days before very much di- 
poſed to comply with the Meaſures the 
Queen had taken, and would have cou 
| ſ:nted to a general Armiſtice, if Count 
Zinzendorf, one of the Plenipotentiants 
for the Emperor, had not, by direct vw 
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from his Court, employed himſelf in fow- 
ing Jealouſies between Britain and the 
States; and at the fame Time made pro- 
digious Offers to the Latter, as well as to 
the Miniſters of Pruſſia, the Palatinate, 
and Hanover, for continuing the War. 
That thoſe three Electors, who contri- 
buted nothing, except Bodies of Men in 
Return of Pay and Subſidies, ſhould readily 
accept the Propoſals of the Emperor, is 
ealy to be accounted for. What appears 
hardly credible is, that a grave Republick, 
uſually cautious enough in making their 
Bargains, ſhould venture to reject the 
Thoughts of a Peace upon the Promutes 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, the little Validity 
whereof they had ſo long experienced; 
and eſpecially when they counted upon 

the Support of Britain, their moſt 
powerful Ally; but the falſe Hopes given 
them by their Friends in England of fome 
new Change in their Favour, or an Imagina- 
tion of bringing France to better Terms by 
the Appearance of Reſolution, added to the 
Weakneſs or Corruption of ſome, who ad- 
miniſtred their Affairs, were the true 
Cauſes which firſt created, and afterwards 
inflamed, this untractable Temper among 
them. | | 
Taz Dutch Minifters were wholly dif- 
concerted and ſurpriſed, when the Lord 
Privy-ſeal told them, That a Suſpenſion 
« of Arms in the Netherlands would be 
| « neceſlary 
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« neceſſary; and that the Duke of O, 
* mond intended very ſoon to declare it 
* after he had taken Poſſeſſion of Dun- 
* kirk.” But his Lordſhip endeavoured to 
convince them, that this Incident 
rather to be a Motive for haſtening the 
States into a Compliance with her Ma- 
jeſty. He likewiſe communicated to the 
Miniſters of the Allies the Offers made by 
France as delivered in the Speech from 
the Throne, which her Majeſty thought 
to be fatisfattory, and hoped their Maſters 
would concur with her m bringing the 
Peace to a ſpeedy Concluſion, wherein 
each, in particular, might be aſſured of 
her beſt Offices for advancing their juſt 
Pretenſions. 

Is the mean Time the Duke of Or- 
mond was directed to ſend a Body & 
Troops to take Poſſeſſion of Dunkirk, as 
ſoon as he ſhould have Notice from the 
Marechal de Villars, that the Com- 
mandant of the Town had received Or- 
ders from his Court to deliver it; but the 
Duke foreſav many Difficulties in the exe- 
cuting this Commiſſion. He could truſt 
ſuch an Enterprize to no Forces, except 
thoſe of her Majeſty's own Subjects. He 
conſidered the Temper of the States in thus 
Conjuncture, and was loath to divide 2 
ſmall Body of Men, upon whoſe faithful 
neſs alone he could depend. He thought 
it not prudent to expoſe them to march 
| chrough 
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through the Enemy's Country, with whom 
there was yet neither Peace nor Truce, and 
he had tufficient Reaſons to apprehend, 
that the Dutch would either not permit 
ſuch a Detachment to paſs through their 
Towns (as themſelves had more than 
hinted to him) or would ſeize them as 
they paſſed : Beſides, the Duke had very 
fairly ſignified to Marechal de Fillars, that 
he expected to be deſerted by all the fo- 
reign Troops in her Majeſty's Pay, as ſoon 
as the Armiſtice ſhould be declared; at 
which the Marechal appearing extremely 


diſappointed, ſaid, the King his Maſter 


* reckoned, that all the Troops under his 
« Grace's Command ſhould yield to the 


4 Ceffation; and wondered how it ſhould 


* come to paſs, that thoſe who might be 
paid for lying ſtill, would rather chuſe, 
« after a ten Years war, to enter into the 


Service of new Maſters, under whom 


they muſt fight on for Nothing.“ In 
ſhort, the Opinion of Monſ. Pilars was, 


that this Difficulty cancelled the Promiſe of 


ſurrendering Dun kirk, which therefore he 
oppoſed as much as poſlible, in the Letters 
he writ to his Court. 

Ureon the Duke of Ormond's repre- 
ſenting thoſe Difficulties, the Queen al- 


| tered her Meaſures, and ordered Forces to 


be ſent from England to take Poſſeſſion of 
Dunkirk. The Duke was likewiſe com- 


manded to tell the foreign Generals in her 
Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's Service, how highly ſhe would 
reſent their Deſertion; after which, their 
Maſters muſt give up all Thoughts of any 


Arrears, either of Pay or Sublidy. The 


Lord Privy-Seal ſpoke the ſame La 

at Utrecht, to the ſeveral Miniſters of 
Allies; as Mr. Secretary St. John did to 
thoſe who reſided here; adding, That 
the Proceeding of the foreign Troops 
4 would be looked upon as a Declaration 
* for or againſt her Majeſty : And that, 
in caſe they deſert her Service, ſhe would 


© look on herſelf as juſtified, before God | 


« and Man, to continue her N 1ation at 
« Utrecht, or any other Place, whether the 
« Allies concur or not.” And particularly 
the Dutch were aſſured, © That if ther 
« Maſters ſeduced the Forces hired by the 


Queen, they muſt take the whole P, 


« Arrears, and Subſidies on themſelves.” 


The Earl of Strafford, preparing about 


this Time to return to CUrrechr, with In- 
ſtructions proper to the preſent Situation d 
Affairs, went firſt to the Army, and ther 
informed the Duke of Ormond of her Ms 
jeſty's Intentions. He alſo acquainted the 
States Deputies with the Queen's Unel- 
neſs, leſt, by the Meaſures they were tak- 
ing, they ſhould drive her to Extremities, 
which ſhe defired ſo much to avoid. H 
farther repreſented to them, in the plainel 
Terms, the Provocations her Majeſty hal 
received, and the Grounds and Reaſons 
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her ſent Conduct. He likewiſe de- 
SI the Commanders in chief of the 
foreign Troops, in the Queen's Pay, and in 
the joint Pay of Britain and the States, with 
how much Surprize her Majeſty had heard, 
« That there was the leaſt Doubt of their 
« obeying the Orders of the Duke of Or- 
4 mond ; which if they refuſed, her Ma- 
« jeſty would eſteem it not only as an In 
« dignity and Affront, but as a Declaration 


| « againſt her; and, in ſuch a Caſe, they 


« muſt look on themſelves as no farther in- 
e titled either to any Arrear, or future Pay 
or Subſidies.” 

Six Regiments, under the Command of 
Mr. Hill, were now preparing to embark, 
in order to take Poſſeſſion of Dunkirk ; and 
the Duke of Ormond, upon the firſt Intel- 
ligence ſent him, that the French were ready 
to deliver the Town, was to declare he 
could act no longer againſt France. The 
Queen gave Notice immediately of her Pro- 
ceedings to the States. She let them Pay 
know, That their perpetual caballing wi 
her factious Subjects, againſt her Autho- 
* rity, had forced her into ſich Meaſures, 
* as otherwiſe ſhe would not have engaged 
„in. However, her Majeſty was willing 
yet to forget all that had paſſed, and to 
4 unite with them in the ſtricteſt Ties of 
ky _ which ſhe hoped they would now 
* do; fince they could not but be con- 
* vinced, by the late dutiful mon 4 
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* both Houſes, how far their High Migh- 
* tinefſes had been deluded, and drawn in 
as Inſtruments to ſerve the Turn, and 
* gratify the Paſſions, of a diſaffected Party: 
That their Oppoſition, and want of Con- 


7 


- 
* 


ſhe had ſo often invited them to, had en- 
couraged France to except Towns out of 
their Barrier, which otherwiſe might have 
been yielded : That, however, ſhe had 
not precluded them, or any other Ally, 
from demanding more, and even her 


Suppoſition of a general Peace to enſue: 
That her Majeſty reſolved to act upon 
the Plan laid down in her Speech ;” and 
ſhe repeated the Promiſe of her beſt cl. 
fices to promote the Intereſt of the States, 
if they would deal ſincerely with her. 

Some Days before the Duke of Ormond 


8 8 8 S8 8 8 8 8 88 8 


had Notice, that Orders were given for te 
Surrender of Dunkirk, Prince Eugene of &. 


vey ſent for the Generals of the Allies, and 
ſked them ſeverally, whether, in caſe the 
Armies ſeparated, they would march with 
him, or ſtay with the Duke ? All of them, 
except two, who commanded but ſmall Bo- 


dies, agreed to join with the Prince; who 


thereupon, about three Days after, ſent the 
Duke Word, that he intended to march the 
following Day (as it was ſuppoſed) to be- 
ſiege Landrecy. The Duke returned an 
Anſwer, That he was ſurpriſed at the 

« Prince's 


cert with her Majeſty's Miniſters, which | 


own Terms were but conditional, upen | 
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« Prince's Meſlage, there having been not 
« the leaſt previous Concert with him, nor 
« any Mention in the Meſſage, which Way, 
« or upon what Deſign, the March was in- 


g tended : Therefore, that the Duke could 


« not reſolve to march with him ; much 
« leſs could the Prince expect Aſſiſtance 
from the Queen's Army, in any Deſign 
« undertaken after this Manner.” The 
Duke told this beforehand, that he (the 
Prince) might take his Meaſures according- 


ly, and not attribute to her Majeſty's Ge- 


neral any Misfortune that might happen. - 
On the ſixteenth of July, N. S. the ſeveral 
Generals of the Allies joined Prince Eugene's 
Army, and began their March, after taking 
Leave of the Duke and the Earl of Strafford, 
whoſe Expoſtulations could not prevail on 
them to ſtay ; although the latter aſſured 


| them, that the Queen had made neither 
Peace nor Truce with France, and that her 


Forces would now be left expoſed to the 
Enemy. 

The next Day after this famous Deſer- 
tion, the Duke of Ormond received a Letter 
from Monſ. de Villars, with an Account, 
that the Town and Citadel of Dunkirk ſhould 
be delivered to Mr. Hill. Whereupon a 
Ceſſation of Arms was declared, by found 
of Trumpet, at the Head of the Britiſh Ar- 
my; which now conſiſted only of about 
eghteen thouſand Men, all of her Majeſty's 
Subjects, except the Holfteiners and Count 

Wallis's 
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MWallis's ns. With this ſmall Body 
of Men the General his March ; and, 
purſuant to Orders from Court, retired to- 
wards the Sea, in the Manner he thought 
moſt convenient for the Queen's Service, 
When he came as far as Fines, he was told 
by ſome of his Officers, that the Comman- 
dants of Bouchain, Douay, Liſle, and Tournay, 
had refuſed them Pailage through thoſe 
Towns, or even Liberty of Entrance, and 
faid it was by Order of their Maſters. The 
Duke immediately recollected, that when 
the Deputies firſt heard of his Reſolution to 
withdraw his Troops, they told him, they 
hoped he did not intend to march through 
any of their Towns. This made him con- 
clude, that the Orders muft be genen, 
and that his Army would certainly meet 
with the ſame Treatment which his Officers 
had done. 
Armies ſe 
ſome Deſign 
at leaſt the Freedom of his ov 2,Perſon, and 
(which he much more valued; that of thoſe 
few. Britiſh Troops intruſted to his Car. 
No General was ever more truly or defer 
edly beloved by his Soldiers, who, to a Man, 
were prepared to ſacrifice their Lives in hs 
Service; and whoſe Reſentments were raiſed 
to the utmoſt, by the Ingratitude, as the) 
rermed it, of their Deſerters. 

Urox theſe Provocations, he laid aſide 
all Thoughts of returning to Duakirk, and 


begin 


ted, received Information of 


He had likewiſe, before the 


s that concerned the Safety, a 
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n to conſider how he might perforra, 
in ſo difficult a Conjuncture, ſomething im- 
portant to the Queen, and at the ſame Time 
find a ſecure Retreat for his Forces. He 
formed his Plan without communicating it 
to any Perſon whatſoever, and the Diſpo- 
ſition of the Army being to march towards 
| Warneton, in the Way to Dunkirk, he gave 
ſudden Orders to Lieutenant-General Ca- 
digan to change his Route, according to the 
military Phraſe, and move towards Orchres, 
a Town leading directly to Ghent. 

Wren Prince Eugene and the States De- 
puties received News of the Duke's Mo- 
tons, they were alarmed to the utmoſt De- 
fe and ſent Count Naſſau, of Worden- 

, to the general's Camp near Orc hies, 
to excuſe what had been done, and to aſſure 
lis Grace, that thoſe Commandants, who 
had refuſed Paſſage to his Officers, had acted 
wholly without Orders. Count Hempſeck, 
one of the Dutch Generals, came likewiſe 
o the Duke with the ſame Story; but all 
this made little Impreſſion on the General, 
ho held on his March, and on the twenty- 
third of July, N. S. entered Ghent, where 
he was received with great Submiſſion by 
the Inhabitants, and took Poſſeſſion of the 
Town, as he likewiſe did of Brvges, a few 
Days after. 

Tue Duke of Ormond thought, that con- 
ldering the preſent Diſpoſition of the States 
towards Britain, it might be neceſlary * 
the 
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the Queen to have ſome Pledge from that 
Republick in her Hands, as well as from 
France, by which Nleans her Majeſty would 
be impowered to act the Part that beſt be. 
came her, of being Mediator at leaſt : That 
while Ghent was in the Queen's Hands, no 
Proviſions could paſs the Scheld or the Li; 
without her Permiſſion, by which he had it 
in his Power to ſtarve their Army. The 
Poſſeſſion of theſe Towns might likewiſe 
teach the Dutch and Iinperialiſts, to preſerve 
a Degree of Decency and Civility to her 
Majeſty, which both of them were upon 
ſome Occaſions too apt to forget: And be- 
ſides, there was already in the Town of 
Ghent, a Battalion of Britiſh Troops and a 
Detachment of five hundred Men in the Ci 


tadel, together with a great Quantity of Am- 


munition-Stores for the Service of the War, 
which would certainly have been ſeized or 
embezzled ; ſo that no Service could be more 
ſeaſonable or uſeful in the preſent JunCture 
than this, which the Queen highly approved, 
and left the Duke a diſcretionary Power to att 
as he thought fit on any future Emergency. 

I nav: a little intercepted the Order of 
Time, in relating the Duke of Ormond" 


Proceedings, who, after having placed 2 


Garriſon at Bruges, and ſent a Supply df 
Men and Ammunition to Dunkirk, retired 
to Ghent, where he continued ſome Months, 


till he had Leave to return to England. 
Uros 
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| Uron the Arrival of Colonel Dy/ney to 
Court, with an Account that Mr. Hill had 
taken Poſſeiſion of Dunkirk, an univerſal Joy 
ſpread over the Kingdom, this Event being 
boked on as the certain Fore-runner of a 
peace: Beſides, the. French Faith was in ſo ill 
a Reputation among us, that many Perſons, 
otherwiſe ſanguine enough, could never bring 
themſelves to believe, that the Town would 
be delivered, till certain Intelligence came 
that it was actually in our Hands. Neither 
were the Miniſters themſelves altogether at 
Eaſe, or free from Suſpicion, whatever 
Countenance they made: For they knew 
rery well, that the French King had many 
plauſible Reaſons to elude his Promiſe, if 
he found Cauſe to repent it. One Condi- 
tion of ſurrendering Dunkirk, being a gene- 
al Armiſtice of all the Troops in the Bri- 
tb Pay, which her Majeſty was not able to 
perform ; and upon this Failure, the Mare- 
chal de Villars (as we have before-related) 
endeavoured to diſſuade his Court from ac- 
cepting the Conditions : And ur the very In- 
terval, while thoſe Difficulties were adjuſt- 
ng, the Marechal de Huxelles, one of the 
French Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht (whoſe 
Inclinations, as well as thoſe of his Col- 
league Monſ. Meſnager, led him to favour 
the States more than PBrituin) aſſured the 
Lord Privy-Seal, that the Dutch were 
then prefling to enter into ſeparate Mea- 


lures with his Maſter : And his Lordſhip, 
| in 
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in a Viſit to the Abbe de Polignac, obſerr. 
ing a Perſon to withdraw as he entered 
the Abbẽ's Chamber, was told by this Mi 
nifter, that the Perſon he ſaw was one N. 
leau, of Amſterdam, mentioned before, 2 
famous Agent for the States with Franc, 
who had been entertaining him (the Abbe) 
upon the ſame Subject, but that he had re- 
fuſed to treat with Moleau, without the Pri 
vity of England. 

Ma. Harley, whom we mentioned abore 
to have been ſent early in the Spring to C- 
trecht, continued longer in Holland than wa 
at firſt expected; but having received her 
Majeſty's farther Inſtructions, was about 
this Time arrived at Hanover. It was the 
Misfortune of his Electoral Highneſs, to 
be very ill ſerved by Monſ. Bothmar, bis 
Envoy here, who aſſiſted at all the factious 
Meetings of the diſcontented Party, and 


deceived his Maſter by a falſe Repreſents | 
tion of the Kingdom, drawn from the O- 
pinion of thoſe to whom he confined hs | 


Converſation. There was likewiſe at the 
Elector's Court a little Frenchman, without 
any Merit or Conſequence, called Robithan, 
who, by the Aſſiſtance and Encouragement 
of the laſt Miniſtry, had infinuated hm 
ſelf into ſome Degree of that Prince's Fa- 
vour, which he uſed in giving his Maſter 
the worſt Impreſſions he was able, of thoſe 


whom the Queen employed in her Service; | 


inſinuating, that the preſent Miniſters wett 
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not in the Intereſt of his Highneſs's Fa- 
mily; that their Views were towards the 
Pretender; that they were making an un- 
ſecure and diſhonourable Peace; that the 
Weight of the Nation was againſt them; 
and that it was impoſſible for them to 
preſerve much longer their Credit or 
| Power. 

Tre Earl Rivers had, in the foregoing 
Years, been ſent to Haugver, in order to 
undeceive the Elector, and remove what- 
ever Prejudices might be infuſed into his 
Highneſs againſt her Majeſty's Proceed- 
ings; but it ſhould ſeem, that he had no 
very great Succeſs in his Negociation: for 
ſoon after his Return to England, Monſ. 
Bithmar's Memorial appeared in the Man- 
ner I have already related, which diſcovered 
the Sentiments of his Electoral Highneſs 
| (if they were truly repreſented in that Me- 
morial) to differ not a little from thoſe of 
the Queen. Mr. Harley was therefore di- 
rected to take the firſt Opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to the Elector in private, to aſſure him, 
That although her Majeſty had thought 
herſelf juſtly provoked by the Conduct 
* of his Miniſter, yet ſuch was her Affec- 
, | * tion for his Highneſs, and Concern for 
* | © the Intereſts of his Family, that inſtead 
G « of ſhewing the leaſt Mark of Reſent- 
„ment, the had choſen to ſend him (Mr. 
Harley) fully inſtructed to open her De- 
* ftigns, and ſhew his Highneſs the real — 
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« tereſt of Nritain in the preſent Conjunc- 
« ture.” Mr. Harley was to give the Elec- 
tor a true Account of what had paſſed in 
England, during the firſt Part of this Sef. 
ſion of Parliament; to expoſe to his High- 
neſs the Weakneſs of thoſe with whom his 
Miniſter had conſulted, and under whoſe 
Directions he had acted; to convince him 
how much lower that Faction muſt become, 
when a Peace ſhould be concluded, and 
when the natural Strength of the Kingdom, 
diſincumbered from the Burthen of the 
War, ſhould be at Liberty to exert itſelf; to 
ſhew him how his Intereſt in the Succeſhon 
was ſacrificed to that of a Party; that his 
Highneſs had been hitherto a Friend to 
both Sides, but that the Meaſures taken by 
his Miniſters, had tended only to ſet hm 
at the Head of one in Oppoſition to the 
other: to explain to the Elector, how 


fully the Safety of Europe was provided 
for by the Plan of Peace in her Majeſty's 


Speech; and how little Reafon thoſe would 
appear to have, who complained the loudeſ 
of this Plan, if it were compared either 
with our Engagements to them when ve 
began the War, or with their Performances 
in the Courſe of it. 

Ueo this Occaſion Mr. Harley was t 
obſerve to the Elector, That it ſhould 


4 rather be wondered at, how the Queen 


« had brought France to offer ſo much, 
4 than yet to offer no more; becauſe, © 


« ſoot | 
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« ſoon as ever it appeared, that her Ma- 
« jeſty would be at the Head of this Trea- 
« ty, and that the Intereſts of Britain were 
« to be provided for, ſuch Endeavours were 
« uſed to break off the Negociation, as are 
« hardly to be paralleled ; and the Dii- 
union thereby created among the Allies, 
« had given more Opportunities to the 
Enemy of being flow in their Conceſſions, 
than any other Meaſures might poſſibly 
„ have done: That this Want of Concert 
« among the Allies, could not in any Sort 
« be imputed to the Queen, who had all 
along invited them to it with the greateſt 
« Earneſtneſs, as the ſureſt Means to bring 
France to Reaſon : That ſhe had always, 
in a particular Manner, preſſed the 
« States General to come into the ſtricteſt 
„Union with her, and opened to them 
« her Intentions with the greateſt Free- 


dom; but finding, that inſtead of con- 
 * curring with her Majeſty, they were 
daily carrying on Intrigucs to break off 
the Negociation, and thereby deprive 
© her of the Advantages ſhe might juſtly 
expect from the enſuing Peace, having 
* no other Way left, ſhe was forced to act 
with France as ſhe did, by hcrielf: 
© That, however, the Queen had not 
* taken upon herſelf to determine the 
© Intereſts of the Allies, who were at Li- 
* berty of inſiſting on farther Pretenſions, 
wherein her Majeſty would not be want- 
Aon M ing 
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© ing to ſupport them as far as ſhe was 
able, and improve the Conceſſions al. 
ready made by France: in which Cafe, 
a good Underſtanding and Harmony 
« among the Confederates, would yet be 
of the greateſt Uſe for making the Ene- 
«© my more traCtable and eaſy.” 

I nave been more particular in reciting 
the Subſtance of Mr. Harley's Inſtructions, 
becauſe it will ſerve as a Recapitulation 
of what I have already ſaid upon this Sub- 


ject, and ſeems to ſet her Majeſty's Inten- 


tions, and Proceedings at this Time, in the 
cleareſt Laght. 

ArTer the Ceſſation of Arms declared 
by the Duke of Ormond, upon the Delivery 
of Dunkirk, the Britiſh Plenipotentianes 
very earneſtly preſſed thoſe of Holland to 
come into a general Armiſtice; for if the 
whole Confederacy acted in Conjunction, 
this would certainly be the beſt Means for 


bringing the common Enemy to reafor- | 


able Terms of Peace: but the States, de- 
luded by the boundleſs Promiſes of Count 
Zinzendorf, and the undertaking Talent 
of Prince Eugene, who dreaded the Con- 
cluſion of the War, as the Period of his 
Glory, would not hear of a Ceſſation. 
The Loſs of eighteen thouſand Britons was 
not a Diminution of Weight in the B# 
lance of ſuch an Ally as the Emperor, 
and ſuch a General as the Prince. Be 
lides, they looked upon themſelves to 3 
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ſtill ſuperior to France in the Field; and 
although their Computation was certainly 
right in Point of Number, yet, in my Opi- 
nion, the Concluſion drawn from it, was 
grounded upon a great Miſtake. I have 
been aſſured by ſeveral Perſons of our 
own Country, and ſome Foreigners of the 
firſt Rank, both for Skill and Station in 
Arms, that in moſt Victories obtained in 
the preſent War, the Britiſ Troops were 


ever employed in the Poſt of Danger and 


Honour, and uſually began the Attack 
(being allowed to be naturally more fear- 
leſs than the People of any other Country) 
by which they were not only an Example 
of Courage to the reſt, but muſt be ac- 
knowledged, without Partiality, to have 
governed the Fortune of the Day; ſince it 
is known enough, how ſmall a Part of an 
Army is generally engaged in any Battle. 
It may likewiſe be added, that nothing is 


aof greater Moment in War than Opinion. 


The French, by their frequent Loſſes, which 
they chiefly attributed to the Courage of 
our Men, believed that a Brit: General, 
at the Head of Britiſb Troops, was not ta 
be overcome; and the Marechal de YVillars 
was quickly ſenſible of the Advantage he 
had got; for, in a very few Days after 
the Deſertion of the Allies, happened the 
Earl of Albemarle's Diſgrace at Denain, by 
a Feint of the Marechal's, and a manifeſt 
Failure ſomewhere or other, both of Con- 
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rage and Conduct on the Side of the Con- 
federates. The Blame of which was e 
qually ſhared between Prince Eugene and 
the Earl; although it is certain, the Duke 
of Ormond gave the latter timely Warning 
of his Danger, obſerving he was neither 


intrenched as he ought, nor provided with 


Bridges ſufficient for the Situation he was 
in, and at ſuch a Diſtance from the main 
Army. . 
Tus Marquis de Torcy had likewiſe the 
ſame Sentiments, of what mighty Conſe- 
quence thoſe few Br:iti/þ Battalions were 
to the confederate Army ; fince he ad- 
viſed his Maſter to deliver up Dunkirk, 
although the Queen could not perform 
the Condition underſtood, which was a 
Ceſſation of Arms of all the foreign Forces 
in her Pay. 

Ir muſt be owned, that Monſ. de Torq 


made great Merit of this Confidence that 


his Maſter placed in the Queen; and ob- 
ſerving her Majeſty's Diſpleaſure againſt 
the Dutch on Account of their late Pro- 
ceedings, endeavoured to inflame it with 
Aggravations enough; inſinuating, that, 
ſince the States had acted fo ungratefully, 
the Queen ſhould let her Forces join with 
thoſe of France, in order to compel the 


Confederates to a Peace. But although this 


Overture was very tenderly hinted from 


the French Court, her Majeſty heard it - 
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the utmoſt Abhorrence; and ordered her 
Secretary, Mr. St. John (created about this 
Time Viſcount Bolingbroke), to tell Mon. 
de Torcy, ** That no Provocations what- 
« ever ſhould tempt her to diſtreſs her Al- 
lies; but ſhe would endeavour to bring 
« them to Reaſon by fair Means, or leave 
« them to their own Conduct: That if the 
« former ſhould be found impracticable, 
« ſhe would then make her own Peace, 
« and content herſelf with doing the Of- 
« fice of a Mediator between both Parties : 
« but if the States ſhould at any Time 
“ come to a better Mind, and ſuffer their 
« Miniſters to act in Conjunction with 
« her's, ſhe would aſſert their juſt In- 

« tereſts to the utmoſt, and make no far- 
ther Progreſs in any Treaty with France, 
until thoſe Allies received all reaſonable 
“ Satisfaction, both as to their Barrier and 


„their Trade.” The Britihh Plenipoten- 


tiaries were directed to give the fame Aſ- 
ſurances to the Dutch Miniſters at Utrecht, 
and withal to let them know, That the 
„Queen was determined, by their late 
Conduct, to make Peace either with or 
„ without them; but would much rather 
* chufe the former.” 

THERE was, however, one Advantage 
which her Majeſty reſolved to make by 
this Defection of her Foreigners. She had 
been led, by the miſtaken Politicks of 
ſome Years paſt, to involve herſelf in 
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ſeveral Guaranties with the Princes of the 
North, which were, in ſome Sort, contra- 
dictory to one another; but this Conduct of 
their's wholly annulled all ſuch Engage- 
ments, and left her at Liberty to interpoſe 
in the Affairs of thoſe Parts of Europe, in 
ſuch a Manner as would beſt ſerve the Inte- 
reſts of her own Kingdoms, as well as that 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and ſettle a due 
Balance of Power in the North. 

Taz grand Article for preventing the 
Union of France and Spain, was to be ex- 
ecuted during a Ceſſation of Arms. But 
many Difficulties ariſing about that, and ſome 
other Points of great Importance to the 
common Cauſe, which could not eafily be 
adjuſted either between the French and Bri 
zijþ Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, or by Cor- 
reſpondence between Monſ. de Torcy and the 
Miniſtry here; the Queen took the Reſolu- 
tion of ſending the Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke 
immediately to France, fully inſtructed in 
all her Intentions, and authoriſed to nego- 
ciate every Thing neceſſary for ſettling the 
Treaty of Peace in ſuch a Courſe, as might 
bring it to a happy and ſpeedy Conclu- 
hon. He was impowered to agree to a ge- 
neral Suſpenſion of Arms, by Sea and Land, 


between Great Britain, France and Sparn, to 
continue for four Months, or until the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace; provided France and 
Spain would previoufly give poſitive Afſu- 
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rances to make good the Terms demand- 
ed by her Majeſty for the Duke of Sa- 
vy, and would likewiſe adjuſt and deter- 
mine the Forms of the ſeveral Renunci- 
ations to be made by both thoſe Crowns, in 
order to prevent their being ever united. 
The Lord Bolingbroke was likewiſe autho- 
nſed to ſettle ſome Differences relating to 
the Elector of Bavaria, for whole Intereſts 
France was not ſo much concerned as her 
Majeſty was for theſe of the Duke of Sa- 
vy; to explain all doubtful Articles which 
particularly related to the Advantages of 
Britain; to know the real Ultimation, as 
it is termed, of France upon the general Plan 
of Peace; and laſtly, to cut off all Hopes 
from that Court of ever bringing the Queen 
to force her Allies to a difadvantageous 
Peace; her Majeſty refolving to impoſe no 
Scheme at all upon them, or to debar them 
from the Liberty of endeavouring to obtain 
the beſt Conditions they could. 

Tur Lord Bolingbr5ke went to France in 
the beginning of Auguſt, was received at 
Court with particular Marks of Diſtinction 
and Reſpect ; and in a very few Days, by 
his uſual Addreſs and Ability, performed 
every Part of his Commithon, extremely to 
| the Queen's Content and his own Honour. 
He returned to England before the End of 
the Month; but Mr. Por, who went along 
with him, was left behind, to auf what- 
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ever Differences might remain or ariſe be. 
tween the two Crowns. 

Is the mean Time the general Confe. 
rences at Urrecht, which for ſeveral Weeks 
had been let fall, ſince the Delivery of Dun- 
kirk, were now reſumed. But the Dutch 
ſtill declaring againſt a Suſpenſion of Arms, 
and refuſing to accept the Queen's Speech 
as a Plan to negociate upon, there was no 
Progreſs made for ſome Time in the great 
Work of the Peace. Whereupon the Br: 
ii Plenipotentiaries told thoſe of the States, 
« That if the Queen's Endeavours could 
« not procure more than the Contents of 
« her Speech, or if the French ſhould ever 
% fall ſhort of what was there offered, the 
« Dutch could blame none but themſelves, 
«© who, by their Conduct, had rendered 
«© Things difficult, that would otherwiſe 


% have been eaſy.” However, her Majeſty | 


thought it prudent to kcep the States ſtil 
in Hopes of her good Offices, to prevent 
them from taking the deſperate Courſe d 
leaving themſelves wholly at the Mercy d 
France; which was an expedient they for- 


merly practiſed, and which a Party among | 


them was now inclined to advile. 

Whilſt the congreſs at Utrecht remained 
in this inactive State, the Queen proceeded 
to perfect that important Article for pre- 
renting the Union of France and Sparn. | 
was propoſed and accepted, that Phily 
ſhould renounce France, for himſelf and his 

Poſterity; 
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Poſterity; and that the moſt Chriſtian King, 


and all the Princes of his Blood, ſhould, in 


the like Manner, renounce Spain. 

Ir muſt be confeſſed, that this Project of 
Renunciation lay under a great Diſrepute, 
by the former Practices of this very King, 
Lewis XIV. purſuant to an abſurd Notion 
among many in that Kingdom, of a divine 
Right, annexed to Proximity of Blood, not 
to be controlled by any human Law. 

Bor it 1s plain, the French themſelves 
had Recourſe to this Method, after all their 
Infractions of it, ſince the Pyrenean Treaty; 
for the firſt Dauphin, in whom the original 
Claim was veſted, renounced, for himſelf 
and his eldeſt Son, which opened the Way 
to Philip Duke of Anjou ; who would how- 
ever hardly have ſucceeded, if it had not 
been. for the Will made in his Favour by 
the laſt King, Charles II. 

IT is indeed hard to reflect, with any 
Patience, upon the unaccountable Stu- 
pidity of the Princes of Europe for ſome 
Centuries paſt, who left a Probability to 
France of ſucceeding in a few Ages to all 
their Dominions ; whilſt, at the ſame Time, 
no Alliance with that Kingdom could be 
of Advantage to any Prince, by Reaſon of 
the Salique Law. Should not common 
Prudence have taught every Sovereign in 
Chriſtendom to enact a Salique Law, with 
Reſpect to France, for want of which, it 
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is almoſt a Miracle, that the Bourbon 
Family hath not poſſeſſed the univerſal 
Monarchy by Right of Inheritance ? When 
the French aſſert a Proximity of Blood 
gives a divine Right, as ſome of their Mi- 
miſters, who ought to be more wiſe or 
honeſt, have lately advanced in this very 
Caſe, to the Title of Spain, do they not, 
by allowing a French Succeſſion, make their 
own Kings Uſurpers ? Or, if the Salique 
Law be divine, is it not of univerſal Obliga- 
tion, and conſequently of Force, to ex- 
clude France from inheriting by Daugh- 
ters ? Or, laſtly, if that law be of human 
Inſtitution, may it not be enacted in any 
State, with whatever Extent or Limitation 
the Legiſlature ſhall think fit? For the 
Notion of an unchangeable human Law is 
an Abſurdity in Government, to be believed 
only b orance, and ſupported 

as: N F = hence it . KK 
Children of the late Queen of France, al- 
though ſhe had renounced, were as | 

excluded from ſucceeding to Spain, as if 
the Salique Law had been fundamental in 
that Kingdom ; fince that Excluſion was 
eſtabliſhed by every Power in Spain, which 
could poſſibly give a Sanction to any Law 
there; and therefore the Duke of Anjou's 
Title is wholly founded upon the Bequeſt 
of his Predeceſſor (which hath great Au- 
thority in that Monarchy, as it formerly 
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had in our's), upon the Confirmation of 
the Cortes, and the general Conſent of the 
People. 

IT is certain, the Faith of Princes is fo 
frequently ſubſervient to their Ambition, 
that Renunciations have little Validity, 
otheru iſe than from the Powers and Par- 
ties whoſe Intereſt it is to ſupport them. 
But this Renunciation, which the Queen 
hath exacted from the French King and 
his Grandſon, I take it to be armed with 
all the eſſential Circumſtances that can 
fortiſy ſuch an Act. For as it is neceſſary, 
for the Security of every Prince in Europe, 
that thoſe two great Kingdoms ſhould never 
be united ; fo the Chict among them will 
readily conſent to be Guarantees for pre- 
venting ſuch a Mislortune. 

Bes1Des, this Propoſal (according to her 
Majeſty's Expreſſion in her Speech) is of 
ſuch a Nature, that it executes itielf; becauſe 
the Spaniards, who dread tuch an Union, 
for every Reaſon that can have: Weight 
among Men, tcok Care that their King 
ſhould not only renounce, in the mot 
folemn Manner; but hkewite, that the 
Act ſhould be framed in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms themſelres could invent, or we 
could furniſh them with. As to France, 
upon Suppoſal of the young Dauphin's 
dying in a few Years, that Kingdom will 
not be in a Condition to engage in a long 
War againſt a powerful Ail.ance, fortified 

with 
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with the Addition of the Spaniards, and 
the Party of the Duke of Berry, or who- 
ever elſe ſhall be next claimer; and the 
longer the preſent Dauphin lives, the weak- 
er muſt Philip's Intereſt be in France; be- 
cauſe the Princes, who are to ſucceed 
this Renunciation, will have moſt Power 
and Credit in the Kingdom. 

The Miſchiefs occaſioned by the Want 
of a good Underſtanding between the Al. 
hes, eſpecially Britain and Holland, were 
raiſed every Day; the French taking the 
Advantage, and railing Difficulties, not 
only upon the general Plan of Peace, but 
kkewiſe upon the Explanation of ſeveral 
Articles in the projected Treaty between 
them and her Majeſty : They inſiſted to 
have Liſle, as the Equivalent for Dur 
kirk; and demanded Tournay, Maubeugt, 
and Conde, for the two or three Towns 
mentioned in the Queen's Speech ; which 


the Britiſþ Plenipotentiaries were fo fa 


from allowing, that they refuſed to confer 
with thoſe of France upon that Foot; al 
though, at the fame Time, the former had 
freſh Apprehenſions that the Dutch, in 2 
Fit of Deſpair, would accept whatever 
Terms the Enemy pleaſed to offer, and, by 
precipitating their own Peace, prevent her 
Majeſty from obtaining any Advantages, 
both for her Allies and herſelf. 

Ir is moſt certain, that the repeated 
Loſſes ſuffered by the States, in little more 
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than two Months after they had with- 


drawn themſelves from the Queen's As- 
fiſtance, did wholly diſconcert their Coun- 
fels; and their Prudence (as it is uſual) 
began to forſake them with their Good- 
fortune. They were ſo weak as to be 
ſtill deluded by their Friends in England; 
who continued to give them Hopes of ſome 
mighty and immediate Reſource from 
hence; for when the Duke of Ormond 
had been about a Month in Ghent, he 
received a Letter from the Marechal de Pil- 
lars, to inform him, that the Dutch Gene- 
rals, taken at Denain, had told the Mare- 
chal publickly, of a ſudden Revolution ex- 
pected in Britain; that particularly the 
Earl of Albemarle and Monſ. Hompe/ch diſ- 
courſed very freely of it, and that nothing 
was more commonly talked of in Holland. 
It was then likewiſe confidently reported 
in Ghent, that the Queen was dead; and 
we all remember what Rumour flew about 
here at the very ſame Time, as if her Ma- 
jeſty's Health were in a bad Condition. 
WurTHER ſuch vain Hopes as theſe 
=» Spirit to the Dutch, whether their 
equent Misfortunes made them angry and 
fullen ; whether they ſtill expected to over- 


reach us by ſome private Stipulations with 


France, thro' the Mediation of the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, as that Prince afterwards 
gave out; or whatever elſe was the Cauſe, 
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they utterly refuſed a Ceſſation of Arms; 
and made not the leaſt Return to all the 


Advances and Invitations made by her Ma- 


jeſty, until the Cloſe of the Campaign. 

Ir was then the States firſt began to view 
their Affairs in another Light; to conſider 
how little the vaſt Promiſes of Count 
Linzendorf were to be rehed on; to be 
convinced that France was not diſpoſed 
to break with her Majeſty, only to gratify 
their Il-humour, or unreaſonable De- 
mands; to diſcover that their factious 
Correſpondents on this Side the Water, had 


ſhametfully mifled them; that ſome of 


their own principal Towns grew heartily 
weary of the War, and backward in their 
Loans, and, laſtly, that Prince Eugene, 
their new General, whether his Genius or 
Fortune had left him, was not for their 
Turn. They, therefore, directed their Mi- 
niſters at recht to ſignify to the Lord 
Privy- ſeal and the Earl of Straffard, That 
the States were difpoſed to comply with 
% her Majeſty, and to deſire her good Off- 
4 ces with Trance; particularly, that Tour- 
« nay and Conde might be left to them 
« as Part of their Barrier, without which 
they could not be ſafe: That the Elector 
of Bavaria might not be ſuffered to re- 
 * tain any Town in the Netherlands, which 
* would be as bad for Holland as if thoſe 
„Places were in the Hands of France: 
« Therefore the States propoſed, that 
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« Luxembourg, Namur, Charleroy, and Nieu- 
port, might be delivered to the Empe- 
« ror. Laſtly, That the French might not 
« inſiſt on excepting the four Species of 
« Goods out of the Tariff of 1664 : That 
« if her Majeſty could prevail with France 
« to ſatisfy their Maſters on theſe Articles, 
« they would be ready to ſubmit in all 
* the reſt.” 

When the Queen received an Account 
Diſpoſition in the States 
General, immediately Orders were ſent to 
Mr. Prior, to inform the Miniſters of the 
French Court, That her Majeſty had 
„now ſome Hopes of the Duich comply- 
ing with her Meaſures, and therefore 
&* ſhe reſolved, as ſhe had always declared, 
* whenever thoſe Allies came to them- 


| © ſelves, not to make the Peace without 


© their reaſonable Satisfaction.” The 
Difficulty that moſt preſſed, was about the 
Diſpoſal of Tournay and Conde. The Dutch 
nhſted ſtrongly to have both, and the 
French were extremely unwilling to part 
with either. 

Taye Queen judged the former would 


ſuffice, for compleating the Barrier of the 


States. Mr. Prior was therefore directed 
to preſs the Marquis de Torcy effectually 
on this Head, and to terminate all that 
Miniſter's Objections, by affuring him of 
her Majeſty's Reſolutions to appear openly 
on the Side of the Dutch, if this Demard 

were 
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were refuſed. It was thought convenient 
to act in this reſolute Manner with France, 
whoſe late Succeſs, againſt Holland, had 
taught the Miniſters of the moſt Chriſtian 
King to reſume their old imperious Manner 
of treating with that Republick ; to which 
they were farther encouraged by the ill Un- 
derſtanding between her Majeſty and the 
Allies. | 

Tuis appeared from the Reſult of an i- 
dle Quarrel that happened, about the End 
of Auguſt, at Ulirecht, between a French 
and a Dutch Plenipotentiary, Monſ. NA 
nager and Count Rechteren, wherein the 
Court of France demanded fuch abje& 
Submiſſions, and with fo much Haught- 
neſs, as plainly ſhewed they were pleaſed 
with any Occaſion of mortifying the Dutch. 

Beſides, the Politicks of the French ran 
at this Time very oppoſite to thoſe of 
Britain : They thought the Miniſters here 
durſt not meet the Parliament without a 
Peace; and that, therefore, her Majeſty 
would either force the States to comply 
with France, by delivering up Tournay, 
which was the principal Point in Diſpute, or 
would finiſh her own Peace with Fran? 
and Spain, leaving a fixed Time for Holland 
to refuſe or accept the Terms impoſed on 
them. But the Queen, who thought the 
Demand of Tournay by the States to be 
very neceſſary and juſt, was determined 
to inſiſt upon it, and to declare 3 © 
| | 8 
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gainſt France, rather than ſuffer her Ally 
to want a Place fo uſeful for their Barrier. 
And Mr. Prior was ordered to ſignify 
this Reſolution of her Majeſty to Monſ. de 
Torcy, in caſe. that Miniſter could not be 
otherwiſe prevailed on. 

The Britiſh Plenipotentiaries did like- 
wiſe, at the ſame Time, expreſs to thoſe 
of Holland her Majeſty's great Satisfaction, 
that the States were at laſt diſpoſed to act 
in Confidence with her: That ſhe wiſh- 
ed this Reſolution had been ſooner taken, 
ſince nobody had gained by the Delay, but 
the French King; that, however, her Ma- 
jeſty did not queſtion the procuring a ſafe 
and honourable Peace, by united Councils, 
reaſonable Demands, and prudent Mea- 
ſures; that ſhe would aſſiſt them in getting 
whatever was neceſſary to their Barrier, 
and in ſettling, to their Satisfaction, the Ex- 
ceptions made by France out of the Tariff 
of 1664 ; that no other Difficulties remain- 
ed of Moment to retard the Peace, ſince 
the Queen had obtained Sicily for the Duke 
of Savoy; and, in the Settlement of the 
Law Countries, would adhere to what ſhe de- 
livered from the Throne: That as to the 
Empire, her Majeſty heartily wiſhed their 
Barrier as good as could be deſired; but 
that we were not now in Circumſtances 
to expect every Thing exactly according 
to the Scheme of F{lland : France had al- 


ready offered a great Part, and the Queen 


did 
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did not think the Remainder worth the 
Continuance of the War.“ 

Her Majeſty conceived the Peace in ſo 
much forwardneſs, that ſhe thought fit, a. 
bout this Time, to nominate the Duke of 
Hamilton and the Lord Lexington for Am- 
baſſadors in France and Sparn, to receive the 
Renunciations in both Courts, and adjuſt 
Matters of Commerce. 

The Duke was preparing for his Jour- 
ney, when he was challenged to a duel by 
the Lord Mobun, a Perſon of infamous 
Character. He killed his Adverſary upon 
the Spot, tho' he himſelf received a Wound; 
and, weakened by the Loſs of Blood, as 
he was leaning in the Arms of his Second, 
was moſt barbarouſly ſtabbed in the Breaſt 
by Lieutenant-general Macartney, who was 
Second to Lord Mobun. He died a few 
Minutes after in the Field, and the Mur- 
derer made his eſcape. I thought fo fur- 
priſing an Event might deſerve barely to be 
related, although it be ſomething foreign 
to my ſubject. | 

The Earl of S!rafford, who had come to 
England in laſt, in order to give her 
Majeſty an Account of the Diſpoſition of 
Affairs in Holland, was now returning with 
her laſt Inſtructions, to let the Dutch Mini- 
ſter know, That ſome Points would pro- 
* bably meet with difficulties not to be 
& overcome, which once might have been 


Ce eaſily obtained. To ſhew what evil Con- 


& {equences 
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« ſequences had already flowed from their 
« Delay and Irreſolution, and to intreat 
them to fix on ſome Propoſition, reaſon- 
« able in itſelf, as well as poſſible to be 
effected: That the Queen would inſiſt 
« upon the ceſſion of Tournay by France, 
provided the States would concur in fi- 
« niſhing the Peace, without ſtarting new 

« Objections, or inſiſting upon farther 
« Points: That the French Demands, in 
« Favour of the Elector of Bavaria, ap- 
« peared to be ſuch as, the Queen was of 
« Opinion, the States ought to agree to; 
« which were, to leave the Elector in Pof- 
« ſeſſion of Luxembourg, Namur, and Har- 
« leroy, ſubject to the Terms of their Bar- 
« rier, until he ſhould be reſtored to his 
Electorate; and to give him the King- 
dom of Sardinia to efface the ſtain of his 
Degradation in the Electoral College: 
« That the Earl had brought over a Pro- 
ject of a new Treaty of Succeſſion and 
* Barrier, which her Majeſty inſiſted the 
* States ſhould ſign, before the Conclu- 
* ſion of the Peace; the former Treaty 
having been diſadvantageous to her Sub- 
« jects, containing in it the Seeds of future 
„Diſſenſions, and condemned by the Senſe 
* of the Nation. Laſtly, That her Majeſty, 
* notwithſtanding all Provocations, had, 
for the Sake of the Dutch, and in Hopes 
* of their Recovery from thoſe falſe Notions 


| © which had ſo long miſled them, hitherto 


kept 
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C kept the Negociations open: That the 
« Offers now made them were her la 
* and this the laſt Time ſhe would apply 
„ to them: That they muſt either 
* or expect the Queen would proceed 
« immediately to conclude her Treaty 
« with France and Spain, in Conjunction 
with ſuch of her Allies as would think fit 
* to adhere to her. 

As to Savoy, that the Queen expected 
„ the States would concur with her in 
making Good the Advantages ſtipulated 
for that Duke, and in prevailing with 
„the Emperor to conſent to an abſolute 
* Neutrality in /aly, until the Peace ſhould 
* be concluded.“ 

Tun governing Party in Holland, how- 
ever in Appearance diſpoſed to finiſh, a 
fected new Delays, and raiſed many Diff- 
culties about the four Species of Goods, 
which the French had excepted out of the 
Tariff. Count Zinzendorf, the Emperor's 
Plenipotentiary, did all that was poſſible to 
keep up this Humour in the Duzch, in 
Hopes to put them under a Neceflity d 
preparing for the next Campaign ; and 
ſometime after went fo far in this Purſut, 
that he ſummoned the ſeveral Miniſters cf 
the Empire, told them he had Letters from 
his Maſter, with Orders to fignify to them, 
* That his Imperial Majeſty reſolved to 
begin the Campaign early, with all bs 


Forces united againſt Frence; of which 


(44 he 
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| « he deſired they would fend Notice to all 
« their Courts, that the ſeveral Princes 
« might be ready to furniſh their Contin- 
« gents and Recruits.” At the ſame Time 
Zinzendorf endeavoured to borrow two Mil- 
lons of Florins upon the Security of ſotne 
Imperial Cities; but could not ſucceed ei- 
| ther amongſt the Jews or at Amſterdam. 
Wurd the Earl of Strafford arrived at 
Utrecht, the Lord Privy-ſeal and he com- 
municated to the Dutch Miniſters the new 
Treaty for a Succeſhon and Barrier, as the 
Queen had ordered it to be prepared here 
in England, differing from the former in 
ſeveral Points of the greateſt Moment, 
obvious to any who will be at the Pains to 
compare them. This was ſtrenuouſly op- 
poſed for ſeveral Weeks by the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the States; but the Province of 
Utrecht, where the Congreſs was held, im- 
mediately ſent Orders to their Repreſen- 
tatives at the Hague, to declare their Pro- 
vince thankful to the Queen; that they a- 
greed the Peace ſhould be made on the 
Terms propoſed by France, and conſented 
to the new projected Treaty of Barrier and 
Succeſſion : And about the Cloſe of the 
| Year 1712, four of the ſeven Provinces, 
had delivered their Opinions for putting an 
End to the War. 
This unuſual Precipitation in the States, 
ſo different from the whole Tenour of 
their former Conduct, was very much ſuſ- 
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* by the Britiſh Plenipotentiaries 
h 


eir Lordſhips had received Intelligence, 
that the Dutch Miniſters held frequent 
Conferences with thoſe of France, and had 
offered to ſettle their Intereſts with that 
Crown, without the Concurrence of Brita, 
Count Zinzendorf, and his Colleagues, ap- 
peared likewiſe, all on a ſudden, to have 
the ſame Diſpoſitions, and to be in great 
haſte to ſettle their ſeveral Differences with 
the States. The Reaſons for this Pro- 
ceeding were viſible enough; many Difficul- 
ties were yet undetermined in the Treaty of 
Commerce between her Majeſty and France, 
for the adjuſting of which, and ſome o- 
ther Points, the Queen had lately diſpatch- 
ed the Duke of Shrewſbury to that Court. 
Some of theſe were of hard Digeſtion, with 
which the moſt Chriſtian King would not 
be under a Neceſſity of complying, when 
he had no farther Occaſion for us, and 
might upon that Account, afford better 
Terms to the other two Powers. Beſides 
the Emperor and the States could very wel 
ſpare her Majeſty the Honour of being 
Arbitrator of a general Peace; and the la- 
ter hoped by this Means, to avoid the nen 


Treaty of Barrier and Succeſſion, which ve 


were now forcing on them. 

To prevent the Conſequences of this 
Evil, there fortunately fell out an Incident 
which the two Lords at Utrecht knew wel 
to make Uſe. of: The Quarrel oy 
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Monſ. Meſnager and Count Rechteren (for- 
merly mentioned) had not yet been made 
up. The French and Dutch differing in 
ſome Circumſtances, about the Satisfaction 
to be given by the Count for the Affront 
he had offered, the Britiſb Plenipotentiaries 
kept this Diſpute on Foot for ſeveral Days; 
and, in the mean Time, preſſed the Dutch 
to finiſh the new Treaty of Barrier and 
Succeſhon between her Majeſty and them, 
which, about the Middle of January, was 
concluded fully to the Queen's Satisfaction. 

But while theſe Debates and Differences 
continued at the Congreſs, the Queen re- 
ſolved to put a ſpeedy End to her Part in 
the War; ſhe therefore ſent Orders to the 
Lord Privy-ſeal, and the Earl of Strafford, 
to prepare every Thing neceſſary for ſigning 
her own Treaty with France. This ſhe 
hoped might be done againſt the Meeting 
of her Parliament, now prorogued to the 
third of February; in which Time, thoſe 
among the Allies, who were really inclined 
towards a Peace, might ſettle their feveral 
Intereſts by the Aſſiſtance and Support of 
her Majeſty's Plenipotentiaries; and as for 
the reſt, who would either refuſe to comply, 


or endeavour to protract the Negociati- 


on, the Heads of their reſpective Demands, 
which France had yielded by her Majeſty's 
Intervention, and agreeable to the Plan laid 
down in her Speech, ſhould be mentioned 
in the Treaty, and a Time limited for the 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral Powers concerned to receive or re- | 


ject them. 

The Pretender was not yet gone out of 
France, upon ſome Difficulties alledged 
by the French, about procuring him a ſafe 
Conduct to Bar-le-duc, in the Duke of Lyr- 
rain's Dominions, where it was then propo- 
ſed he ſhould reſide. The Queen, alto- 
ou bent upon quieting the Minds of 

er Subjects, declared, ſhe would not ſign 
the Peace till that Perſon were removed; 
although ſeveral wiſe Men believed he could 
be no where leſs dangerous to Britain, than 
in the Place where he was. 

The Argument which moſt prevailed 
on the States to ſign the new Treaty of 
Barrier and Succeſſion with Britain, was 
her Majeſty's Promiſe to procure Tournay 
for them from France; after which, no 
more Differences remained between us and 
that Republick, and conſequently they had 
no farther Temptations to any ſeparate 
tranſactions with the French, who there- 
upon began to renew their litigious and 
haughty Manner of treating with the Dutch. 
The Satisfaction they extorted for the Af. 
front given by Count Rechteren to Mon, 


Meſnager, although ſomewhat ſoftened by 


the Britiſb Miniſters at Utrecht, was yet fort 

rous, that her Majeſty could not forbear 
ignifying her Reſentment of it to the moſt 
Chriſtian King. Monſ. Meſuager, who ſeem- 


ed to have more the Genius of a Mer- 
chant 
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erected a Court in his Kingdom, where 
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chant than a Miniſter, began, in his Con- 
ferences with the Plenipotentiaries of the 
States, to raiſe new Diſputes upon Points 
which both we and they had reckoned up- 
on as wholly ſettled. The Abbe de P:lignac, 
2 moſt accompliſhed Perſon, of great 
Generofity and umverſal Underſtanding 
was gone to France to receive the Cardinal's 
Cap; and the Marechal de Fuxelles was 
wholly guided by his Colleague, Mont. 
Meſnager, who kept up thoſe Brangles, that 
for a Time obſtructed the Peace; ſome of 
which were againſt all Juſtice, and others 
of ſmall Importance, both of very little 
Advantage to his Country, and leſs to the 
Reputation of his Maſter or himſelf. This 
bw Talent in Buſineſs, which the Cardinal 
de Polignac uſed, in Contempt, to call a Spi- 
nt of Negociating, made it impoſſible for the 
two Lords, Plenipotentiaries, with all their 


' Abilities and Experience, to bring Meſna- 
ger to Reaſon, in ſeveral Points both with 


us and the States: his Conceſſions were 
few and conſtrained, ſerving only to render 
him more tenacious of what he refuſed. 
In ſeveral of the Towns, which the States 
were to keep, he inſiſted that Vance ſhould 


. retain the Chatellanies, or Extent of Coun- 


try depending on them, particularly that of 


| Tournay ; a Demand the more unjuſtifia 


ble, becauſe he knew his Maſter had not 
only proceeded directly contrary, but had 


his 
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his own Judges extended the Territories 
about thoſe Towns he had taken, as far 
as he pleaſed to direct them. Monſ. NA 
nager ſhewed equal Obſtinacy in what his 
Maſter expected for the Elector of Bavaria, 
and in refuſing the Tariff of 1664 : 80 
that the Queen's Plenipotentiaries repreſent. 
ed theſe Difficulties as what might be of 
dangerous Conſequence, both to the Peace 
in general, and to the States in particular, 
if they were not ſpeedily prevented. 


Uron theſe Conſiderations her Majeſty 
thought it her ſhorteſt and ſafeſt Courſe to | 
apply directly to France, where ſhe had then 


fo able a Miniſter as the Duke of Shrewſbur. 

Tre Marquiſs de Torcy, Secretary to the 
moſt Chriſtian King, was the Miniſter 
with whom the Duke was to treat, as har- 


ing been the firſt who moved his Maſter | 


to apply to the Queen for a Peace, in Op- | 
poſition to a violent Faction in that King | 
dom, who were as eagerly bent to continue 


the War, as any other could be either 
here or in Hlland. 

IT would be very unlike an Hiſtorian, to 
refuſe «his great Miniſter the Praiſe he 6 
juſtly deſerveth, of having treated, through 
the whole Courſe of fo great a Negociti 
on, with the utmoſt Candour and Integrity; 
never once failing in any Promiſe he made, 
and tempering a firm Zeal to his Maſter's 


Intereſt, with a ready Compliance to what | 
ot was 
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was reaſonable and juſt. Mr. Prior, whom 
[ have formerly mentioned, reſided likewiſe 
now at Paris, with the Character of Mi- 
niſter-Plempotentiary, and was very ac- 
ceptable to that Court, upon the Score of 
his Wit and Humour. 

Tur Duke of Shrewſbury was directed to 
| preſs the French Court upon the Points yet 

unſettled in the Treaty of Commerce be- 
| tween both Crowns; to make them drop 
their unreaſonable Demands for the Elector 
of Bavaria; to let them know, that the 
Queen was reſolved not to forſake her 
| Allies who were now ready to come in; 
| that ſhe thought the beſt Way of haſtening 
the general Peace, was to determine her 
own particular one with France, until which 
Time ſhe could not conveniently ſuffer her 
Parliament to meet. 

Taz States were, by this Time, ſo fully 
convinced of the Queen's Sincerity and 
Affection to their Republick, and how much 
they had been deceived by the Inſinuations 
of the factious Party in England, that they 
wrote a very humble Letter to her Majeſty, 
to deſire her Athſtance towards ſettling 
thoſe Points they had in Difpute with 
' France, and profeſſing themſelves ready to 
| Xquieſce in whatever Explanation her Ma- 
; eſty would pleaſe to make of the Plan pro- 
| poled in her Speech to the Parliament. 

Bur the Queen had alrcady prevented 
| their Deſires; and in the Beginning of Febru- 
N 2 | ary, 
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ary, 1712-13, directed the Duke of Shrew: | 


bury to inform the French Court, That 
* {ince ſhe had prevailed on her Allies, the 
* Dutch, to drop the Demand of Conde, and 
the other of the four Species of Goods, 
which the French had excepted out of 
« the Tariff of 1664, ſhe would not fi 
«« without them: That the approved of Ki 
* Dutch inſiſting to have the Chatellanies re. 
« ſtored, with the Towns, and was reſolved 
to ſtand or fall with them, until they were 
„ fatisfied in this Point.” 


Her Majeſty had ſome Apprehenſions, 


that the French created theſe Difficulties on 
Purpoſe to ſpin out the Treaty, until the 


Campaign ſhould begin. They thought it 
abſoutely neceſſary, that our Parliament 

. Weeks, which coudd 
not well be ventured, until the Queen were 


ſhould meet in a 


able to tell both Houtes, that her own Peace 
was ſigned : That this would not only fact 
litate what remained in Difference between 


Britain and France, but leave the Dutch | 


entirely at the Mercy of the latter. 


THe Queen, weary of theſe refined 


Miſtakes in the French Politicks, and fully 
reſolved to be trifled with no longer, {ent 
her determinate Orders to the Duke of 


Shrewſbury, to let France know, © That her 
«+ Majeſty had hitherto prorogued her Par 


<« liament, in Hopes of accommodating the 
% Difficulties in her own Treaties of Peace 


and Commerce with that Crown, as wel 
as 
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« as ſettling the Intereſts of her ſeveral Al- 
« lies; or, at leaſt, that the Differences in 
the former being removed, the moſt 
« Chriſtian King would have made fuch 
« Offers for the latter, as might juſtify her 
« Majeſty in figning her own Peace, whe- 
« ther the Confederates intended to ſign 
« their's or no. But ſeveral Points being 
« yet unfiniſhed between both Crowns, and 
« others between France and the reſt of 


« the Allies, eſpecially the States, to which. 


« the Plenipotentiaries of that Court at 


 & Utrecht had not thought fit to give Satis- 


« faction; the Queen was now come to a 
“ final Determination, both with Relation 
to her own Kingdoms, and to the whole 
„Alliance: That the Campaign approach- 


Ling, ſhe would not willingly be ſurpri- 
| * fed in cafe the War was to go on: That 


* ſhe had tranſmitted to the Duke of 
* Shrewſbury her laſt Reſolutions, and never 
* would be prevailed on to reduce her own 
* Demands, or thoſe of her Allies, any 


| * lower than the Scheme now fent over, 
Las an Explanation of the Plan laid down 
© m her Speech: That her Majefty had 


* ſent Orders to her Plenipotentiaries at 
* Utrecht, to aſſume the Character of Am- 
* bafſadors, and fign the Peace immediately 
* with the Miniſters of the moſt Chriſtian 
„King, as ſoon as the Duke of Shrewſbury 
* ſhould have ſent them Notice that the 


* French had complied.; That the Queen 
1 had. 
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0 had therefore farther prorogued her Par- 
«+ hament to the third of March, in hopes 
* to aſſure them, by that Time, of her 
Peace being agreed on; for if the two 
* Houſes ſhould meet, while any Uncer- 
tainty remained, Supplies muſt be aſked 
* as for a War.” 

Tur Duke of Shrewſbury executed this 
important Commiſſion with that Speed and 
Succeſs, which could only be expected from 
an able Miniſter. The french King imme- 
diately yielded to the whole Scheme her 
Majeſty propoſed; whereupon Directions 
were ſent to the Lord Privy-feal, and the 
Earl of Strafford, to fign a Peace between 
Great-Britain and France, without Delay. 

Upon the ſecond Day of March, the two 
Britiſh Plenipotentiaries met thoſe cf the 
Allies in the Town-houſe at Utrecht ; where 
the Lord Privy-feal addreſſed himſelf to 
them in a ſhort Speech, That the Ne 
« gociation had now continued fourteen 
Months with great ſlowneſs, which had 
« proved very injurious to the Intereſts df 
« the Allies : That the Queen had ftad 
thus long, and ſtopped the finiſhing het 
« own Peace, rather than leave her Allies in 
„any Uncertainty : That ſhe hoped they 
e would now be all prepared to put an End 
* to this great Work; and therefore had 
commanded her Plenipotentiaries to tel 
i thoſe of the Allies, That ſhe found it 
«+ neceſlary to conclude her own Treaty im 

mediately; 
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« mediately ; and it was her Opinion, that 
« the Contederates ought to finiſh theirs ar 
« the fame Time, to which they were now 
„ accordingly invited by her Majeſty's Or- 
ders.“ And laſtly, his Lordthip declared, 
in the Queen's Name, © That whoever 
« could not be ready on the Day prefixed, 
„ ſhould have a convenient Time allowed 


& them to come in.“ 


Although the Orders ſent by the Queen 
to her Plenipotentiaries were very precile, 
yet their Lordſhips did not precipitate the 
Performance of them. They were directed 
to appoint as ſhort a Day for the ſigning as 
they conveniently could ; but, however, the 
particular Day was left to their Diſcretion. 
They hoped to bring over the Dutch, and 
moſt of the other Allies, to conclude at the 
fame Time with the Queen: which, as it 
would certainly be more popular to their 
Country, to they conceived it would be more 
ſafe for themſelves: Beſides, upon looking 
over their Commutlion, a Scruple ſprang in 


their Minds, that they could not ſign a par- 


ticular Peace with France; their Powers, as 
they apprehended, autlioriſing them on! 


to ſign a general one. Their Lordſhips 


therefore ſent to England to defire new 
Powers, and, in the mean Time, employed 
themſclves with great Induſtry, between the 
Miniſters of France and thoſe of the ſeveral 
Allies, to find ſome Expedient for ſmooth- 
ing the Way to an Agreement among _ 

HE, 
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Tux Earl of Straſtard went for a ſew 
Days to the Hague, to inform the States of 
her Majeſty's expreſs Commands to his 
Colleague and himſelf, for ſigning the Peace 
as ſoon as poſſible; and to defire the 
would be ready at the ſame Time, which 
the Penſionary promiſed ; and that their 
Plenipotentiaries ſhould be impowered ac- 
cordingly, to the great Contentment of 
Monſ. Buys, who was now ſo much altered, 
either in Reality, or Appearance, that he 
complained to the Earl of Monſ. Heinſiuss 
Slowneſs; and charged all the Delays and 
Miſmanagements of a Twelve-month paſt, 
to that Miniſter's Account. | 

While the Earl of Straſford ſtaid at the 
Hague, he diſcovered that an Emiſſary of 
the Duke of Marlbcrough's had been there 
ſome Days before, fent by his Grace to dif 
ſuade the Dutch from ſigning at the ſame 
Time with the Miniſters cf the Queen, 
which, in England, would at leaſt have the 
Appearance of a ſeparate Peace, and oblige 
their Britijþ Friends, who knew how to 
turn fo ſhort a Delay to very good Account, 
as well as gratify the Emperor; on whom, 
it was alledged, they ought to rely much 
more than on her Majeſty. One of the 
States likewiſe told the Earl, That the 
« ſame Perſon, employed by the Duke, was 
& then in Conference with the Magiſtrates 


« of Rotterdam (which Town had r 
66 of 
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© for the Continuance of the War), to aſ- 
« fure them, it they would hold off a little, 
« they thould fee an unexpected Furn in 
“ the Britiſb Parliament: That the Duke 
« of Marlborzugh had a Lift of the diſ- 
« contented Members in both Houſes, who 
« were ready to turn againſt the Court ; 
“ and, to crown all, that his Grace had 
certain Intelligence of the Queen being 
« in fo ill a State of Health, as made it 
« impoſſible for her to live above ſix Weeks.“ 
So reſtleſs and indefatigable is Avarice and 
Ambition, when inflamed by a Defire of 
Revenge. 

But Repreſentations, which had been fo 
often tried, were now offered too late. 
Moſt of the Allies, except the Emperor, 
were willing to put an End to the War 
upon her Majeſty's Plan ; and the further 
Delay of three Weeks muſt be chiefly im- 
puted to that litigions Manner of treating, 
pecuhar to the French ; whoſe Plenipoten- 
tiaries at Ctrecht inſiſted with Obſtinacy 
upon many Points, which at Pars Mont. 
de Torcy had given up. | 

THe Emperor expected to keep all he 
already poſſeſſed in Italy; that Portlongue, 
on the Tu/can Coaſt, ſhould be delivered to 
him by France; and laſtly, that he ſhould 
not be obliged to renounce Spar. But the 
Queen, as well as ance, thought that his 
Imperial Majeſty ought to fit down con- 

| tented 
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tented with his Partage of Naples and Mi. 
lan; and to reſtore thoſe Territories in Ita- 
ly, which he had taken from the rightful 
Proprietors, and by the Poſſeſſion of which 
he was grown dangerous to the Halian 
Princes, by reviving antiquated Claims up- 
on them. 

Tuis Prince had likewiſe objected to her 
Majeſty's Expedient of ſuffering the Elector 
of Bavaria to retain Luxembourg, under 
certain Conditions, by Way of Security, 
until his Electorate were reſtored. But the 
Queen, ſuppoſing that theſe affected Delays 
were intended only with a View of continu- 
ing the War, reſolved to defer the Peace no 
longer on the Emperor's Account. 

In the Middle of March, 1712-13, 2 
Courier arrived at Utrecht from France, with 
the Plan of a general Peace, as it had been 
agreed between the Duke of Shrewſbury and 
Monſ. de Torcy ; wherein every particular, 
relating to the Intereſts and Pretenſions of 
the ſeveral Allies, was brought ſo near to 
what each of them would accept, that the 
Britiſh Plenipotentiaries hoped the Peace 
would be general in ten or twelve Days. 
The Portugueſe and Dutch were already pre- 
| pared, and others were daily coming in, by 

Means of their Lordſhip's good Offices, 
who found Monſ. M:/nager and his Colleague 
very ſtubborn to the laſt. Another Courier 
was diſpatched to France, upon ſome Dif- 
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putes about inſerting the Titles of her Ma- 
jeſty and the moſt Chriſtian King, and to 
bring a general Plan for the Intereſts of 
theſe Allies, who ſhould not be ready againſt 
the Time prefixed. The French Renunci- 
ations were now arrived at Utrecht, and it 
was agreed, that thoſe, as well as that of the 
; King of Spain, ſhould be inſerted at Length 
in every Treaty, by which Means the whole 
Confederacy would become Guaranties of 
them. 

Tux Courier, laſt ſent to France, return- 
ed to Utrecht on the twenty- ſeventh of 
March, with the Conceſſions of that Court 
| upon every —_— Point; ſo that, all 
Things being ready for putting a Period to 
this great and difficult Work, the Lord 
Privy-ſeal and the Earl of Strafford gave 
Notice to the Miniſters of the ſeveral Allies, 
| © That their Lordſhips had appointed Twe/- 
day the thirty-firſt Inſtant, wherein to ſign 
* a Treaty of Peace, and a Treaty of Com- 
* merce, between the Queen of Great Bri- 
© tain, their Miſtreſs, and the moſt Chriſ- 
tian King; and hoped the ſaid Allies would 
de prepared, at the ſame Time, to follow 
| © their Example.” Accordingly their Lord- 
| ſhips employed the three intervening Days, 
m {moothing the few Difficultics that re- 
mained between the French Miniſters and 
thoſe of the ſeveral confederate * 
Hr 
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Tux important Day being now come, 
the Lord Biſhop of Briſtol and the Earl of 
Strafford, having aſſumed the Character of 
Ambaſladors extraordinary, gave a Memo- 
rial in Behalf of the French Proteſtants to 
the Marechal de Huxelles and his Colleague, 
who were to tranſmit it to their Court; and 
theſe delivered to the Britiſh Ambaſſadors 
a Declaration in Writing, that the Pretender 
was actually gone out of France. 

Tur Conditions of Peace to be allowed 
the Emperor and the Empire, as adjuſted 
between Britain and France, were now 
likewiſe delivered to the Count Z:inzendarf. 
Theſe and ſome other previous Matters of 
ſmaller Conſequence being finiſhed, the 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce between 
her Majeſty of Great Britain and the moſt 
Chriſtian King, were ſigned at the Lord 
Privy-ſeal's Houſe between two and three 
of the Clock in the Afternoon. The M. 
niſters of the Duke of Savoy ſigned about 
an hour after. Then the Aſſembly adjourn- 
ed to the Earl of Strafford's, where they al 
went to Dinner ; and about nine at Night 
the Peace was ſigned by the Miniſters of 


Portugal, by thoſe of Pruſſia at eleven, and 


when it was near Midnight by the States. 

Thus after all the Oppoſition raiſed by 4 
ſtrong Party in France, and by a virulent 
Faction in Britain; after all the Artifices 
of thoſe who preſided at the Hague, 15 
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for their private Intereſt, endeavoured, in 
Conjunction with their Friends in England, 
to prolong the War; after the reſtleſs En- 
deavours of the Imperial Court to render 
the Treaty ineffectual; the firm ſteady 
Conduct of the Queen, the Wiſdom and 
Courage of her Miniſtry, and the Abilities 
of thoſe whom ſhe employed in her Ne- 
ations abroad, prevailed to have a Peace 
ed in one Day by every Power concern- 
ed, except that of the Emperor and the 
Empire ; for his Imperial Majeſty liked his 
Situation too well to think of a Peace, while 
the Drudgery and Expences of the War lay 
upon other Shoulders, and the Advantages 


| | vere to redound only to himſelf. 


During this whole Negociation, the King 
of Spain, who was not acknowledged by any 
of the Confederates, had uently no 
Miniſter at Utrecht, but the Differences 
between her Majeſty and that Prince were 
eaſily ſettled by the Lord Lexington at Ma- 


drid, and the Marquis of Monteleon here; fo 


that upon the Duke D'Offuna's Arrival at 
the Congreſs, ſome Days after the Peace, 
he was ready to conclude a Treaty between 
the Queen and his Maſter. Neither is it 
probable that the Dutch, or any other Ally, 


| except the Emperor, will encounter any Dif- 


ticulties of Moment, to retard their ſeveral 
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The Treaties of Peace and Commerce 
between Britain and France, were ratified 
here on the ſeventh of April; on the twenty. 
eighth the Ratifications were exchanged, 
and on the fifth of May the Peace was pro- 
claimed in the uſual Manner, but with 
louder Acclamations, and more extraordj- 
nary Rejoicings of the People, than had e. 
ver been remembred on the like Occaſion. 


F100 1 


— — 


The following Letters were never be. 
fore publiſhed in this Kingdom. 


— 


A Monfieur Monfieur HunTer, Gentilbomme 
Anglois, à Paris. 


London, Jan. 12, 1708-9. 

SIR, | 
KNOW no People fo ill uſed by your 
Men of Buſineſs, as their intimate 
Friends. About a Fortnight after Mr. Ap- 
DisoN had received the Letter you were 
pleaſed to ſend me, he firſt told me of it 
with an Air of Recollection, and after ten 
further of Grace, thought fit to give it me; 


fo you know where to fix the whole Blame 


that it was no ſooner acknowledged. It is 
a delicate Expedient you Priſoners have, of 
diverting yourſelves in an Enemy's Coun- 
try, for which other Men would be hanged. 
Iam conſidering whether there be no Way 
of diſturbing your Quiet, by writing ſome 
dark Matter, that may give the French 
Court a Jealouſy of you. I ſuppoſe, Mon- 
heur CHaMILLARD, or ſome of his Com- 
miſſaries, muſt _ Letter interpreted 

| to 
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to them, before it cometh to your Hands; 
and therefore, I here think good to warn 
them, that if they exchange you under fix 
of their Lieutenant-Generals, they will be 
Loſers by the Bargain. But that they may 
not miſtake me, I do not mean as Viceroy 
de Virginia, mais comme le Colonel HunTes., 
I would adviſe you to be very tender of 
your Honour, and not fall in Love; be- 
cauſe I have a Scruple, whether you can 
keep your Parole, if you become a Priſoner 
to the Ladies; at leaſt, it will be a Scandal 
for a Free Briton to drag two Chains at once. 
I preſume, you have the Liberty of Pari, 
and fifty Miles round, and have a very light 
Pair of Fetters, contrived to ride or dance 
in, and ſee Verſailles, and every Place elſe, 
except Sr. Germans. I hear the Ladies 
call you already Notre Priſonnier HUNTER E 
plus bannete Gargon du Monde. Will you 
French yet own us Britons to be a brave 
People? Will they allow the Duke of Mar 


borough to be a great General ? Or, are they | 


all as partial as their Gazetteers? Have you 
yet met any French Colonel whom you rt 
member to have formerly knocked from hs 
Horſe, or ſhivered, at leaft, a Launce againſt 
his Breaſt-Plate? Do you know the Wounds 
you have given when you ſee the Scars? Do 


* Then the Place of Reſidence of the Queen | 


Dowager of King James IL and the PrETE 
DER 


you 


* 


= 


hath not a Noſe. 
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you falute your old Enemies with Sretimus 
tela aſpera contra, contulimuſque manus. Vous 
ſaves que Aorfieur d Appison, võtre 
bon Amt, eft fait Secretaire d' Etat d' Irlande; 
and unleſs you make haſte over, and get me 
my Yirginian Biſhoprick, he will perſuade 
me to go with him, for the“ Vienna Pro- 
ject is off, which is a great Diſappointment 
to the Deſign I had of ditplaying my Poli- 
ticks at the Emperor's Court. I do not like 
the Subject you have aſſigned me to enter- 
tain you with. CrauDer is ſick, to the 
Comfort of all quiet People, and Fu Aup 
is Reveur q peindre. Mr. Appison and 1 
often drink your Health, and this Day I 
did it with WI IL Park, a certain Adorer 
of yours, who is both a Bel Z/prit and a 
Woollen- Draper. The Whigs carry all be- 
fore them, and how far they will purſue 
their Victories, we under-rate Whigs can 
hardly tell. I have not yet obſerved the 
Tories Noſes; their Number is not to be 
learnt by telling of Noſes, for every Tory 
It is a Loſs you are not 
here to partake of three Weeks Froſt, and 
eat Ginger-bread in a Booth by a Fire upon 
the Thames. Mrs. FLoyD looked out with 
both her Eyes, and we had one Day's 
Thaw ; but ſhe drew in her Head, and 
it now freezeth as hard as ever. As forthe 


* Dr. SwirT was to have gone Secretary to the 
Engliſh Embaſſy to the Imperial Court. 
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Convocation, the Queen thought fit to pro- 
rogue it, although at the Expence of Dr. 
ATTERBURY'S Diſpleaſure, who was deſign- 
ed their Prolocutor, and is now raging at 
the Diſappointment. I amuſe myſelf ſome- 
times with writing Verſes to Mr. Fixcn, 
and ſometimes with Projects for uniting of 
Parties, which I perfect over Night, and 
burn in the Morning. Sometimes Mr. Ap- 
DIiSON and I ſteal to a pint of bad Wine, 
and wiſh for no third Perſon but you, who, 
if you were with us, would never be fatis- 
fied without three more. — You know, I 
believe, that poor Dr. GREGOR is dead, 
and Þ. KEIL ſoliciteth to be his Succeſſor; 
but Party reacheth even to Lines and Cir- 
cles, and he will hardly carry it,being re- 
puted a Tory, which yet he utterly deni- 
eth. We are here nine Times madder al- 
ter Operas than ever; and have got a new 
Caftrato from 1taly, called Nicol I, who 
exceedeth VALENTiNi, I know not how 
many Bars Length. Lord SouuERS and 
HaLLiFax are as well as buſy Stateſmen 
can be in Parliament Time. Lord Doxser 
is Nobody's Favourite but your's and Mr. 


Paiok's, who hath lately dedicated his | 


* A famous Mathematician, who publiſhed ſome 
Treatiſes on Aſtronomy. 

+ Another great Mathematician, who alſo pub- 
liſhed ſeveral Works in that Science and in Aus- 


tomy. 
| Book 
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Book of Poems to him, which is all the Prefs 
hath furniſhed us, of any Value, ſince you 
went. Mr. PaincGLE, a Gentleman of 
Scotland, ſucceedeth Mr. Appison in the 
Secretary's Office, and Mr. SauTE, a not- 
able young Preſbyterian Gentleman, under 
Thirty Years old, is made a Commiiſioner 
of the Cuſtoms. This is all I can think of 
either publick or private, worth telling you; 
haps you have heard Part or All of both 
om other Hands, but you muſt be con- 
tent: Pray let us know what Hopes we 
have of ſeeing you, and how ſoon; and be 
kind, or juſt, to believe me always 


Your moſt faithful, 
bumble Servant, 

Jon. Swirr. 
P. S. Mr. STErLe preſenteth his moſt 


humble Service to you; and I cannot for- 
bear telling you of your Mechancete to im- 
pute the Letter of Enthuſiaſm to me; when 
have ſome good Reaſons to think the Au- 
thor is now at Paris. 
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A 1onjicur Monfieur HoxTER, Gentilhamme 
Anglois @ Paris. 


London, March 22, 1108-9, 


S IX, 
1 AM very much obliged to you for the 

Favour of a kind Reproach you ſent 
me, in a Letter to Mr. Ab D ISO, which he 
never told me of until this Day, and that 
accidentally; but I am glad at the ſame 
Time, that I did not deſerve it, having 
{ent you a long Letter, in return to that 
you was pleaſed to honour me with; and, 
it is a Pity it ſhould be loft; for as I re- 
member, it was full of the Diei fabulas, 
and ſuch Particularities as do not uſually 
find Place in News Papers. Mr. Ab D iso 
hath been ſo taken up for ſome Mouths, 
in the amphibious Circumſtances of pre- 
mier C to my Lord SUNDERLAND; and 
Secretary of State for * Ireland, that he is 
the worſt Man I know, either to convey an 
idle Letter, or deliver what he receiveth; ſo 
that I deſign, when I truſt him with this, 
to give him a Memorial along with it; for, 
if my former hath miſcarried, I am half 
perſuaded to give him the Blame. I find 


* Principal Secretary to the Earl of Wn ar- 
ro, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
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you a little lament your Bondage, and in- 
deed in your Cale it requircth a good Share 
of Philoſophy : But if yen will not be an- 


| gry, I believe II ':+ - been the Cauſe 
you are ſtill a , for I imagine my 


former Letter witercepted by the French 
Court; whe: +. Moſt Chriſtian King read- 
ing one Pauage in it, (and duly conſidering 
the Weight of the Perſon who wrote it) 
where I ſaid, if the Trench King underſtood 
your Value as well as we do, he would not 
exchange yon for Count TaLLaRD, and 
all the Delris of Blenheim together; for I 
muſt confeſs I did not rally when I ſaid fo. 

I near your good Siſter, the Queen of 
Pomunk:i, waiteth with Impatience until you 
are reſtored to your Dominions; and that 
your Rogue of a Viceroy returneth Money 
faſt for England, againſt the Time he muſt 
retire from his Government. Mean time 
* PH1L1Ps writeth Verſes in a Sledge upon 
the frozen Sea, and tranſmits them hither, 
to thrive in our warmer Clime, under the 
Shelter of my Lord Doxs Er. I could fend 
you a great deal of News from the Repub- 
lica Grubſtreetaria, which was never in great- 
er Altitude, although I have been of late 
but a ſmall Contributor. A Cargo of Splin- 
ters from the Arabian Rocks have been 
lately ſhip-wrecked in the Thames, to the 


* AMRnROSE PriliePs, Eſq; See his Lapland 
and other Paſtorals in his Poems. 
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irreparable Damage of the Virtuoſi. Mrs. 
Lons and I are fallen out, I ſhall not trou- 
ble you with the Cauſe, but donot you think 
her altogether in the Wrong ? But Mrs. 
BaRTER is ftill in my good Graces: I deſign 
to make her tell me when you are to be 
redeemed, and will ſend you Word. There 
it is now, you think I am in jeſt; but I 
aſſure you, the beſt Intelligence I get of 
publick Affairs is from Ladies, for the Mi- 
niſters never tell me any Thing ; and Mr. 
Avppisown is nine Times more ſecret to me 
than any Body elſe, becauſe I have the Hap- 
pineſs to be thought his Friend. The Com- 
pany at St. James's Coffee-houſe is as bad 
as ever, but it is not quite ſo 1s The 
Beauties you left are all gone oft this Fro 

and we have got a new Set for Spring, 
which Mrs. Cu ETWIxD and Mrs. Wors- 
LEY are the principal. The Vogue of Ope- 
ras holdeth up wonderfully, altho' we have 
had them a Year; but I deſign to ſet up a 
Party among the Wits, to run them down 
by next Winter, if true Engh/b Caprice, 
doth not interpoſe to fave us the Labour. 


Mademoiſelle Sy ANHEIM is going to marry - 


my Lord FiTzHARDING, at leaſt I have 
heard ſo; and if you find it otherwiſe at 
you! Return, the Conſequences may poſ- 
ibly be ſurvived ; however, you may tell it 
the Paris Gazetteer, and let me have the 
Pleaſure to read a Lye of my own ſending. 
I ſuppote you have heard that the youn 
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hath loſt an old Duke and recovered a mad 
Dutcheſs.— The Duke of MarLBoRouUGH 
hath at length found an Enemy that dareth 
face him, and which he will certainly fly 
before, with the firft Opportunity, and we 
are all of Opinion it will be his wiſeſt 
Courſe to do fo. Now the Way to be pro- 
digiouſly witty would be by keeping you in 
Suſpence, and not lettmg you know that 
this Enemy is nothing but the North-eaſt 
Wind, which ſtoppeth his Voyage to Hol- 
land. This Letter going in Mr. Appison's 
Pacquet, will, I hope, have better Luck 
than the former. I ſhall go for Ireland ſome 
time in Summer, being not able to make 
my Friends in the Miniftry conſider my 
Merits, or their Promiſes, enough to keep 
me here, ſo that all my Hopes now termi- 
nate in my * Biſhoprick of Virginia; in the 
mean time I hold faſt my Claim to your 
Promiſe of correſponding with me, and 
that you will henceforward addreſs your 
Letter for me at Mr. + STEELe's Office at 


There was a Scheme on Foot at this Time, 
to make Dr. SwirT Biſhop of Virginia, with a 
Power to ordain Prieſts and. Deacons for all our 
Colonies in America, and to parcel out that Coun- 
try into Deanaries, Pariſhes, Chapels, &c. and to 
recommend and preſent thereto, which would 
have been of the greateſt Uſe to the Proteftant Re- 
ligion in that Country had it taken Effect. 

+ Mr. STEELE, afterwards Sir RICHARD, was 
then Under Secretary of State. 
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the Cockpit, who hath promiſed his Care in 
conveying them. Mr. Douvil is now at 
Geneva, and ſendeth me Word he is be- 
come a Convert to the Whigs, by obſerv- 
ing the good and ill Effects of Freedom 
and Slavery abroad. 

I am now with Mr. Abpisox, with whom 
I have fifty Times drank your Health fince 
you left us. He is hurrying away for Ire- 
and, and I can at preſent lengthen my Let- 
ter no farther; and I am not certain whether 
you will hear from him or no, until he gets 
thither. However, he commandeth me to 
aſſure you of his humble Service, and I 


pray God too much Buſineſs may not ſpoil | 


Le plus honntte Homme du Monde; for it is 
certain, which, of a Man's good Talents he 
employeth on Buſineſs, muſt be detracted 
from his Converſation. I cannot write long- 


er in ſo good Company, and therefore con- 
_ clude. 


Your moſt faithful, 


and moſt humble Servant, 


J. Swirr. 


THE 
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Fo Q 
CRAFTSMAN. 
No. 232. SATURDAY, Dec. 12, 1730. 


HE following Article, which hath 
lately appeared in the News-Papers, 
deſerveth our immediate Conſideration, viz. 
& Trey write from Dublin, that an Offi- 
e cer from every Regiment in the French 
« Service 1s arrived there, in order to raiſe 
* Recruits for their reſpective Corps; which 
& 15 not to be done in a clandeſtine Man- 
„ner, as formerly, (when ſeveral Perſons 
« ſuffered Death for it) but publickly. 
«© Theſe Gentlemen are to diſperfe them 
« ſelves into the ſeveral Counties, where 
* they have the beſt Intereft ; and a Field 
Officer is to reſide conſtantly at Dublin 
* to hear all Com 1 winch may be 
„made by any of the Recruits againſt 
their Officers; and alſo to prepare for 
© ſending them off. —Connt Braglio hath 
e been ſoliciting an Order, to this Purpoſe, 
«© theſe two Years. X | 
Wnäen 
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Wren I firſt read this Account in the 
pablick Prints, I looked upon it as a com- 
mon Piece of falſe Intelligence, and was in 
full Expectation of ſeeing it contradicted in 
the next Day's Papers, according to fre- 
quent Cuſtom; but having ſince heard it 
confidently affirmed to be true (although I 
can hardly yet believe it, eſpecially, as to 
every Part) the Duty, which I owe my 


Country, and my Zeal for the preſent Eſta- 


bliſhment, oblige me to take ſome Notice 
of an Affair, which I apprehend to be of 
very great Importance to both. 

Ir will be neceſſary, in the firſt Place, 
to give the Reader a ſhort Account of the 
Nature of theſe Troops, as they are now 
eſtabliſhed in France. 

Tazy conſiſt, as we have been inform- 
ed, of one Regiment of Horſe, and five 
Regiments of Foot, all doubly or trebly 
officered ; ſo that they are, of themſelves, 
a very conſiderable Body of Men. 

Bur their Number is the leaſt Point to 
be conſidered in this Affair. There are 
other Circumſtances which render theſe 
Troops infinitely more formidable to Great- 
Britam. They are not only all Roman- 
Catholitks, but the moſt dangerous of that 
Communion, with reſpect to us. I mean 
Roman-Catholick Subjects of our own Do- 
minions; many of whom have been oblig- 
ed to fly their native Country on Account of 
Rebellions and Conſpiracies, in which my 
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| have been engaged, and all of them devo- 
ted by Inclination, by Intereſt, by Conſci- 
| ence, by every Motive human and divine, 
' to the Service of the Pretender, in Oppoſi- 
ton to the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Ma- 
' jeſty's Royal Family. 

| To this we may add, that they are ge- 
' nerally eſteemed the beft Forces in the 
| French Service; that they have always be- 
' haved themſelves as ſuch in the late Wars; 
and are commanded by Officers of approv- 
ed Courage, as well as great Skill and Ex- 

perience in military Affairs. 

Ir is ſaid likewiſe, that the Serjeants, 
Corporals, and private Men are ſo well ſea- 
| foned to Danger, and expert in their Duty, 
| that, by a gradual Promotion, they could 
; furniſh Officers for a very formidable Ar- 
my, in cate of any ſudden Invaſion or In- 
| furreCtion. 
| In the next Place, it will not be improper 
to examine this Affair with Regard to our 
Laws. 

Ir is made Felony, by Act of Parlia- 
ment in freland, for any Snbject of that 
| Kingdom to inliſt himſelf, or to inliſt others, 
n the Service of any foreign State; and 
[ is well known that Multitudes of poor 


Wretches have ſuffered Death upon that 

Account. 

| We know it may be ſaid, that a Power 

s reſerved to his Majeſty, by a Clauſe in 

that Act, to diſpenſe with it, by granting 
any 
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any foreign Prince a Licence to raiſe Forces 


in his Dominions, and in demnifying his 


Subjects from the Penalties of the Law. 


ALTHOUGH it is far from my Intention 
to diſpute any of his Majeſty's legal Pre- 


gatives, or to call the Wiſdom of the Legi 


ature in Queſtion, yet I muſt take the L- 
berty - to obſerve, that ſuch Powers have | 


been ſometimes granted out of Complaiſ- 


ance to the Crown, that the Prince's Hands 
may not be abſolutely tyed up, and in full 
Confidence that they will never be exerted 


but for the Benefit of this Nation, or poſ- 
bly of fome Proteſtant Ally, upon great 


Emergencies of State. The Exerciſe of the | 


Prerogative, in theſe Caſes, is therefore 


meerly a prudential Part, which is left to the | 


Diſcretion of the Prince and his Miniſters, 


who ought always to be ſuppoſed the beſt | 


Judges of theſe Affairs; and therefore hoy 
ndiculous would it be to fend to the Attor- 
ney-General for his Opinion in ſuch a Cate, 
who can be a competent Judge of nothing 
but the Legality of it, and whether the 
Affair be actionable or not; but Miniſters 
ought to regulate their Conduct, in theſe 


Reſpects, according to the Situation of AF 


fairs, and the Exigencies of Government. 
I MysT therefore beg Leave to conſider 
the preſent Subject, of the : Forces, in 
this Light. 
Ir will not be denied, I preſume, that 
a Licence to recruit Roman-Catholick Re- 
e giments 
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giments of Engliſb Subjects, in foreign Ser- 


vice, and in the Intereſt of a Pretender to 
the Crown (which is Death by the Law, 


without his Majeſty's Pernufſion) 1s a Fa- 


| your of a very extraordinary Nature, and 
\ ought to be attended with ſome extraordi- 


nary Circumſtances. I confeſs that I can 


ſee no ſuch extraordinary Circumſtances at 


preſent; unleſs it ſhould be faid that this 
Favour was granted, in order to engage our 
Allies in the Demolition of Dunkirk ; 


dut II hope they have more Generoſity than 


to inſiſt upon ſuch hard Terms for the ef- 
ectual Performance of that, which they are 
obliged by Treaty to do. I am ſure, ſuch 


Conditions ſeem unreaſonable on our Part, 
after we have made them ſo many other 


Conceſſions; particularly with relation to 


the Flag and Santa Lucia; which, I think, 


are ſufficient to make them comply with 
all our Demands, without expecting any 
farther Favours, and even Supererogations 
of Friendſhip. 

Perxnayes my Adverſaries (if they have 
any Conceit) may take an Opportunity of ri- 


diculing me for writing in this Strain; but 
as it ſometimes ſerveth their Turn to make 


me a great Man, and to argue againſt me 
as ſuch, I will for once ſuppoſe myſelf ſo; 
and, methinks, if I had the Honour of be- 


ing but half an Hour in that Station, I could 


reaſon againſt ſuch an Order, for the _—_ 


© 
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of my King and Country, in the fol- 

low! 1 . Ds 
1. Theſe Froops have alway 


s been made 


uſe of, whenever there hath been any At. 


tempt in Favour of the Pretender; and in- 
deed they are, upon many Accounts, the 
fitteſt for this Purpoſe. They are our Fel- 
low- Subjects, they ſpeak our Language; 
are acquainted with our Manners; and do 
not raiſe that Averſion in the People, which 
they naturally conceive againſt other foreign 
Troops, who underſtand neither. I am 
afraid I may add, that they are kept up, 
for this Purpoſe, in entire Regiments, with- 
out ſuffering them to be mixed with the 
Troops of any other Nation. It is wel 
known, at leaſt, that they ſupplied the late 
King James with a Nurſery of Soldiers, 
who were always ready for his Service, 
whenever any Opportunity offered itſelf for 
his Reſtoration; and that, at this Time, 
the Pretender is always the Bait made uſe 
of by their Officers to raiſe Recruits. They 
never mention the King of France, or the 
King of Spain, upon theſe Occaſions; but 


liſt the poor Wretches under an Aſſurance, 


that they are entered into the Service of 
him, whom they call their natural and 
rightful King. I will not ſuſpect the preſent 
Fidelity of France, and their Cordiality to 
the Proteftant Eſtabliſhment ; yet methinks 
we might eaſily excuſe ourſelves from fur: 
niſhing them with Inftruments, which they 


may 
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may employ againſt us, whenever Ambi- 
tion, or Reaſon of State, ſhall diſſolve their 
preſent Engagements, and induce them to 
| eſpouſe the Cauſe of the Pretender again. 
2. Ir is very probable that his Catholick 

Majeſty (who hath likewiſe ſeveral Regi- 

ments of this Kind in his Service) will ex- 
the ſame Favour of recruiting them in 

Feland; and that he may, in caſe of Refu- 
al, make it a Pretence, at any Time, for 
 quarrelling with us, interrupting our Com- 
merce, and diſturbing us again in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Gibraltar; and here it is proper 
juſt to take Notice, that theſe Troops did 
tis Catholick Majeſty the moſt eminent Ser- 
vice in the laſt Siege of that important 
| Place. He may complain, perhaps, of our 
Partiality to France, and alledge, that we 
do not treat Spain in the ſame Manner we 
expect to be treated by them, as one of the 
' moſt favoured Nations. 

3. Tux Kingdom of Ireland ſeemeth, at 
this Time, in a very ill Condition to admit 
of any ſuch Draughts out of her Domini- 
ons. She hath been already ſo much ex- 
hauſted by the voluntary Tranſportation 
of Multitudes of her Inhabitants, (who have 
been prevailed upon, by the Calamities of 
their own Country, to ſeek their Bread in 
other Parts of the World) that the Interpo- 
hition of Parliament was found neceſſary to 
put a Stop to it; and ſhall} we ſuffer any 
toreign Power to drain her ſtill farther * 

er 
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der ſuch Circumſtances, eſpeciall 
Manner, and for this Purpoſe ? [ do not 
hear that this Licence is confined to 

particular Number of Men. It is confeſſed, 
I think, that they want above two thouſand 


Men to compleat their Corps; and who | 
knoweth but they may deſign to raiſe a | 
great many more than they care to own; 


or even to form ſome new Regiments of 
theſe Troops? But ſuppoſin 


them; it is well known how eafily ſuch L- 
mitations are evaded, and how difficult it is 
to know when People conform exactly to 
the Terms of their Commiſſion. This was 
ſufficiently explained in the late famous 
Controverſy, concerning Mr. Wood's Patent 
for ſupplying Ireland with a particular Sum 
of Copper Halfpence; and the Arguments 
upon that Subject may be applied to this, 
with ſome Allowances for the Difference be- 
tween the two Caſes. It may, perhaps, be 
ſaid likewiſe, that all the Vigilance of the 
Miniſtry hath been hitherto | ineffec- 
tual to prevent the French from clandeftine- 
ly recruiting theſe Regiments with Vis 
Catholicks; and, therefore, that we may ® 
well allow them to do it openly; nay, that 
it is our Intereſt to let them purge Ireland 
of her Popiſh Inhabitants. as much as they 
pleaſe; but I deny this for ſeveral Reaſons, 
which I ſhall mention preſently ; and if it 

welt 


in this 


they are con- 
fined to a certain Number of Recruits, and 
that Ireland were in a Capacity to ſpare | 
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, were really the Caſe, that the French can 
at any Time recruit theſe Troops clan- 
deſtinely, I cannot fee any Reaſon why they 
' hould folicit an Order fo preſſingly, for two 
Years together, to do it openly, unleſs they 
have ſome other Deſign. Ought not even 
this Conſideration to put us a little upon our 
Guard; and is it not a tacit Confeſſion, that 
theſe Troops are thought to be of more 
Importance to them than we ought to wiſh? 
| Beſides, are we to licence and authoriſe a 
miſchievous Practice, becauſe we cannot to- 


, | tally prevent it? Every one juſtly applauded 


his Majeſty's ſingular Firmneſs and Reſolu- 
tion in ſupporting the Rights of his German 
Subjects, when an Attempt was made to 
ſeduce ſome of them into the King of Fru 
fa's Service, although perhaps it is impoſ- 
hible to prevent that Practice entirely. We 
all remember that the inlifting a Miller's 
Son, and a few other ordinary Peaſants, oc- 
calioned ſuch a Miſunderſtanding between 
the two Crowns, as proceeded almoſt to a 
Rupture. Nor was the Zeal of the Eng- 
% Parliament backward on this Occaſion ; 
but, on this Conſideration, amongſt others, 


reſolved to keep up a Body of 12,000 He/- 
fan Troops in our Pay, which have already 
coſt us above a Million of Money. I am 
confident, therefore, that the ſame paternal 
Care will always influence his Majeſty to 
guard and protect his Britiſi Subjects in the 
lame Manner; and it any Meature — 

| e 
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be taken, which favours too much of the 
French Intereſt, and ſeemeth of dangerous 
Conſequence to the Intereſt of his Family, 


the World can impute it to nothing but 


the deceitful Repreſentations of thoſe, who 
he under ſuch particular Obligations to the 


Court of France, that they can refuſe them 
nothing. 

4. SUCH a Licence ſeemeth to give En- 
couragement to the People of Ireland to 
continue Roman-Catholicks; ſince they are 
ſure to meet with a Proviſion both in the 
French and Spaniſh Service; whereas we al- 
ways reject them in our Troops, and ab- 
ſolutely prohibit our Officers to recruit in 
freland. Now, although it may not be fate 
to truſt them in our Armies; yet certainly 


we ought not to give the leaſt Encourage. | 


ment to their entering into foreign Service; 
eſpecially into ſuch compact Bodies as theſe 


Regiments: And here it will not be amik | 


to relate a Story much to the Honour of 


an Enghſb Nobleman, who hath alſo one 


of the largeſt Eſtates in Jreland of any Man 
in the Kingdom. When he went to vit 


the Invalids in France, a Place in the N- 


ture of our Chelſea College here, all the 
Triſb Officers and Soldiers of that Hoſpital 


drew out in a Body to do him particular 
Honours. We can make no Queſtion that 


their chief View was to have ſome Preſent 


from his Lordſhip; but though he hath an 
Heart as well ditpoſed to generous Charity 
as 
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| as any Man, and a Purſe well able to an- 
ſwer the Dictates of it; yet out of Regard 
to his Country, for which he hath likewiſe 
the moſt dilintereſted Zeal, his Anſwer to 
them was only this: Gentlemen, I am 
very ſenſible of the Honour you have 
done me, and heartily pity your Misfor- 


tunes; but as you have drawn thein upon 


„ yourſelves, by ſerving againſt your Coun- 
4 try, you muſt not expect any Relief or 
| & Reward from me, for having ſuffered in 
a Service, in which I wiſh you had never 
(c ” 

5. Is there not ſome Reaſon to 
hend that this Licence may, at one Time 
or other, prove a Snare to that Country, and 
draw many People into their Deſtruction ; 
for, unleſs it is made perpetual, it cannot 
| be ſuppoſed that all the poor ignorant 

Wretches in the Kingdom ſhould be appriz - 
ed how long this Licence is to be in Force 
or when they may lift with Impunity, and 
when they may not? Beſides, as it may be 
preſumed that theſe Officers will never go, 
for the future, upon ſuch Errands, without 
ſome pretended Orders, when the real one 
is expired; ſo they wilt find it no difficult 
Matter to impoſe ſuch a Counterfeit upon 
illiterate People; who may thus incur the 
Penalties of the Law, without knowing any 
Thing of the Matter. Such a Method of 
providing for Perſons, whoſe Principles ren- 
der them unſerviceable in our Army, ; — 

e 
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deed a little more charitable than a late | 
Project for preventing [1/5 Children from 
being ſtarved, by fatting them up, and ſel- 
ling them to the Butcher. | 

6. I Have often heard that theſe Troops | 
have been made uſe of, in Parliament, as | fu« 
an Argument for keeping up a ſtanding | {ec 
Army in England; and I think we need | M 
not take any Meaſures to render that Ar. fue 
gument ſtronger. God knows, there are too | Pl: 
many Arguments always ready upon ſuch lui 
Occaſions. | f 

I MIGHT inſiſt upon ſome other Points, bit 
which this Affair naturally ſuggeſteth toa | Re 
conſidering Mind; particularly the Danger | .I 
of ſuffering ſeveral bigotted 1r1/þ Papiſts, in | ve 
foreign Service, to diſperſe themſelves into | Pr 
thoſe Counties where they have the beſt In- 
tereſt, and to ſtroll about [reland amongſt 
their Relations and old Acquaintance, d che 
the ſame Principles with themſelves. e | be 
we ſure that they will not make a bad Uſed | c 
this Liberty, by enquiring into the Strengh | Ins 
of their Party, by giving them Hopes, and 
taking an —— to concert Meaſures | Bu 
for the Advantage of their Cauſe ? Have | ne 
we no Reaſon to apprehend that they may Fr 
endeavour to raiſe Seamen as well as Sd | cr. 
diers, under Colour of this Order? Or en- thi 
gage great Numbers of their Countrymen ha 
to tranſport themſelves over to the Freud Of 


* See Vol. IV. of the Author's Works. in 
Colonies, 
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| Colonies and Plantations in the F2/t-Indies, 


which are already grown formidable to the 
trading Intereſt of Great Britain in thoſe 
Parts? 

Bur whatever may be the Motives to 


ſuch an extraordinary Favour, or the Con- 


ſequences of it, I am ture it is the ſtrongeſt 
Mark of our Confidence in France, and 


' ſuch an one as, I believe, they would not 


place in us, upon any Occaſion. I will il- 
luſtrate this by a parallel Caſe. 

Tur French Proteſtants, who fled over 
hither from a Perſecution on account of 


| Religion, never diſcovered any Principles, 


which are incompatible with the Civil Go- 
vernment of France, nor ever fet up any 
Pretender to the preſent Royal Family of 
that Kingdom; and yet, if we ſhould think 
fit to form any conſiderable Number of 
them into compleat, diſtinct Regiments, to 
be compoſed of French Proteſtants only, and 
commanded by French Officers, without any 
Incorporation of Britiſh Soldiers, I fancy it 
would give our good Allies ſome Umbrage. 
But I am almoſt confident, that they would 
never permit us to ſend over a Proteſtant 
French Officer from every Regiment to re- 
cruit their reſpective Corps, by diſperſing 


| themſelves into thoſe Provinces where they 


have the beſt Intereſt; or ſuffer a Field 
Officer, in Engliſh Pay, to reſide conſtantly 
in Paris, and exerciſe a Sort of martial Law 
m the Capital of their Dominions; I fay 

they 
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they would hardly ſuffer this, even 
our Ambaſlador ſhould folicit ſuch an Or. 
der, with the utmoſt Application, for twenty 
Years together. 

And yet the Caſe of theſe Jriſb Forces is 
much ſtronger with reſpect to us. 
do not differ with us only in Matters of 
Religion; but hold Principles abſolutely de- 
ſtructive of our Civil Government; and are 
generally looked upon Abroad as a Stand- 
ing Army, kept on Foot to ſerve the Pre- 
tender upon any Occaſion. 


I MusT aſk a Queſtion or two, which na- | 


turally effer themſelves in this Place. 


War Power is this Field Officer to ex- 


erciſe during his Reſidence in Dublin? Is the 
French martial Law to take Place, if any 
of theſe Recruits ſhould happen to repent 


of what they have done, and think fit to 


deſert ? 


Troops are generally armed as ſoon 6 
they are liſted. Is this Rule to be obſerved 


in the preſent Caſe ? If fo, another Queſtion 
occurreth. It hath been found neceſſary, 
for the Security of /reland, to reſtrain all 
Roman Catholicks from wearing or keeping 
any Arms in their Houſes. I aſk, therefore, 


whether the Authority of this Licence is to 
ſuperſede the Laws of the Land? I may | 


go farther. 
Tus Garriſon of Dublin ſeldom conſiſteth 
of above 800 Men for the Duty of the Place. 


Suppoſing double that Number of Popiſh | 


Recruits 
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Recruits ſhould be brought thither, in or- 
der to be viewed by their Field Officer, will 
it be ſaid that there is no juſt Apprehen- 
ſion of Danger? But as theſe Suggeſtions 
may appear to be founded on the Infidelity 
of France (a Caſe not to be ſuppoſed at 
preſent) I will prefs them no farther. 

I MvsT however repeat it, that this Order 
is the fulleſt Demonſtration of the Confi- 
dence we repoſe in them; and I hope they 
will ſcorn to make any bad Uſe of it: But 

if it were poſſible to ſuſpect that they could 
have any Deſign to play the Knave with us, 

they could not wiſh for a better Opportu- 
| nity to promote it, than by ſuch a Power 
as is now ſaid to be put into their Hands. 

I ore my Remarks on this Article of 
News will not be conſtrued in a Jacobite 
Senſe, even by the moſt proſtitute Scribblers 
of the preſent Times; but I muſt beg Leave 
to expoſtulate a little with the Publick on 
that mean and infamous Practice, whict» 
theſe Writers have lately uſed, in explaining 
ſome of my Papers into treaſonable Libels ; 
taking an Occaſion from hence to appear 
formally in Defence of the Throne, and 
laying it down, as a Point granted, that 
there is an actual, concerted Deſign, of ſet- 
ting aſide the preſent Eftabliſhinent. This 
is a Practice which may be of great Service 
to the real Enemies of the preſent Govern- 
ment; and every Jacobite in the Kingdom 
may make Uſe of. it to publiſh the mn wy 
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plicit Invectives on the King and his Go- 
vernment, under the Pretence of interpret- 
ing the implicit Deſign of other Writings. 
It is a Practice, which was never allowed 
of till now, and ought never to be allowed; 
fur whatever may be the ſecret Meaning of 
any Author, ſuch Explanations are certainly 
Libels, which may have a very bad Effect 
upon weak Minds, and are puniſhable by 
the Laws, without any extraordinary Me- 


thods of Conſtruction. Theſe Writers | 


ought to remember the Caſe of Sir Richard 
Steele, who publiſhed the Pretender's De- 
claration, at the Beginning of the late Rei 

with an Anſwer annexed; and although he 
did it with a very good Deſign, yet it was 
univerſally allowed to be contrary to Law; 
and, if his Principles of Loyalty had not 
been very well known, might have involved 
him in a ſevere Profecution. I ſhall make 


no Reflections on thoſe, who encourage ſuch 
ſcandalous Explanations, and thoſe, who | 


2re hired to do it, are beneath my Notice. 
Let them empty all the trite Common- 
Places of ſervile, injudicious Flattery, and 
endeavour to make their Court by ſuch 
nauſeous, diſhoneſt Adulation, as, I am ſure, 
gives the moſt Offence to thoſe Perſons, to 
whom it is paid. Let them throw as much 
foul Dirt at me as they pleaſe. Let them 
charge me with Deſigns, which never enter- 

ed into my Thoughts, and cannot juſtly be 


imputed to me from any Part uf my e 
| Go 
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God knoweth my Heart, I am as zcalous 
for the Welfare of the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily as the moſt ſordid of theſe Sycophants. 
I am ſenſible, that our Happineſs derendeth 
on the Security of his Majeſty's Title, and 
the Preſervation of the preſent Government, 
upon thoſe Principles, which eſtabliſned 
them, at the late glorious Revolution; and 
which, I hope, will continue to actuate the 
Conduct of B.itons to the lateſt Genera- 
tions. Theſe have always been my, Prin- 
ciples; and whoever will give himſelf the 
Trouble of looking over the Courſe of 
theſe Papers, will be convinced that they 
have been my Guide: But I am a blunt, 
plain-dealing, old Man, who am not afraid 
to ſpeak the Truth; and as I have no Re- 
liſh for Flattery myſelf, I fcorn to beſtow it 
on others. I have not, however, been ſpa- 
ring of juſt Praiſe, nor flipt any ſeaſonable 
Opportunity to diftinguiſh the Royal Virtues 
| of their preſent Majeſties. More than 
this I cannot do; and more than this, I 
hope, will not be expected. Some of my 
Expreſſions, perhaps, may have been thought 
too rough and unpoliſhed for the Climate 
of a Court ; but they flowed purely from 
the Sincerity of my Heart; and the Free- 
dom of my Writings hath proceeded from 
my Zeal for the Intereſt of my King and 

my Country. 
Wirn Regard to my Adverſaries, I will 
leave every unpariial Reader to judge, 
Q 2 whether, 
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whether, even in private Lite, that Man is 
not moſt to be depended upon, who, being 
inwardly convinced of the great and good 
Qualities of his Friend, never loadeth him 
with fulſome Flatteries, but taketh the 
honeſt Liberty of warning him againſt the 
Meaſures of thoſe who are endeavouring 
to miſlead him. The Caſe is much ſtronger 
in publick Life; and a Crown is beſet with 
ſo many Difficulties, that even a Prince of 
the moſt conſummate Wiſdom is not al- 
ways ſufficiently guarded againſt the Dan- 
gers, which ſurround him, from the Strata. 
gems of artful Miniſters, or the Blunders 


of weak ones. Both of them may bee 


qually bad Miniſters, and purſue the ſame 
Methods of ſupporting themſelves, by flat- 


tering him into Meaſures which tend to his | 


Deſtruction. 


Bur it is Time to draw to a Concluſion; 


and I can only add, that if I were real) 
engaged in any Deſign, contrary to the In- 
tereſt of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, I ſhould 
have ſate down contented, and ſecretly re- 
Joiced at the Affair, which occaſioned this 
Paper, inſtead of giving myſelf and the Rex 
der ſo much Trouble. - 
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ANSWER 


TO THE 


CRAFTSMAN. 


STIR, 
1 DETE ST reading your Papers, be- 


cauſe I am nat of your Principles, and 


becauſe I cannot endure to be convinced. 


Yet, I was prevailed on to peruſe your 
Ca AFTSMAN of December the 12th, wherein 
I diſcover you to be as great an Enemy of 
this Country, as you are cf your own. 
You are pleaſed to reflect on a Project I 
propoſed of making the Cliildren of fb 
Parents to be uſeful to the Fubhck inſtead 
of being burthenſume; and you venture 
to afſert, that your ovn Scheme is more 
charitable, of not permitting our Popith 
Natives to be hited in the Service of any 


foreign Prince, 
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PerHars, Sir, you may not have heard 
of any Kingdom ſo unhappy as this, both 
in their Imports and Exports. We import a 
Sort of Gocds, of no intrinſick Value, which 
coſteth us above Forty Thuuiand Pounds a 
Year to dreſs, and ſcour, and poliſh them, 
which al:ogether do not yield one Penny 
Advantage ; and we annually export above 
Seven Hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year 
in another Kind of Goods, for which we 
receive not one ſingle Farthing in Return: 
Even the Money paid for the Letters ſent 
in tranſacting this Commerce being all re- 
turned to England. But, now when there 
is a moſt lucky Opportunity offered to begin 
a Trade, whereby this Nation will fave 
many Thouſand Pounds a Year, and Eny- 
land be a prodigious Gainer, you are plea- 
ſed, withouf a Call, ofticiouſly and malici- 
ouſly to interpoſe with very frivolous Ar- 

ments. 

Ir is well known, that, about ſixty Years 
ago, the Exportation of live Cattle from 
hence to England was of great Benefit to 
both Kingdoms, until that Branch of Trat- 
fick was ſtopt by an Act of Parliament on 
your Side, whereof you have had ſufficient 
Reaſon to repent. Upon which Account, 
when another Act paticd your Parliament, 
forbidding the Ex ortation of hve Men to 
any foreign Cuuntry, you were to wiſe to 
put in a Clauſe, allowing it to be done by his 
Majefty's Petmiilion, under his Sign Ma- 

nual, 
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nual, for which, among other great Pene- 
fits granted to ſreland, we are infinitely ob- 
liged to the Britiſ Legiſlature. Yet this 
very Grace and Favour you, Mr. D' Anvers, 
whom we never diſobliged, are endeavour- 
ing to prevent; which, I will take upon 
me to ſay, is a maniteſt Mark of your Diſ- 
aftection to his Majeſty, a Want of Duty 
to the Miniſtry, and a wicked Deſign of 
oppreſſing this Kingdom, and a traiterous 
Attempt to leſſen the Trade and Manu- 
facture of England. 

Ou trueſt and beſt Ally the moſt 
Chriſtian King hath obtained his Majcſty's 


Licence, purſuant to Law, to export from 


hence ſome Thouſand Bodies cf healthy, 
young, living Men, to ſupply his % Re- 
giments. The King of Spain, as you aſſert 
yourſelf, hath deſired the ſame Civility, and 
ſeemeth to have at leaft as good a Claim; 
ſuppoſing then that theſe two Potentates will 
only deſire Leave to carry off Six Thouiand 
Men between them to France and Spain, 
then by computing the Maintenance of a 
tall, hungry, {14 Man, in Food ard Cloaths, 
to be only at Five Pounds a Head, here 
will be Thirty Thouſand Pounds per 214:112/74 
ſaved clear to the Nation, for they can 
find no other Em;loyment at Horne beſide 
begging, robbing, or ſtealing. But, if Thir- 
ty, Forty, or Fifty Thouſand, (which we 
could gladly fare) were fent on the fame 
Errand, what an immenſe Benefit mutt it 
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be to us; and, if the two Princes, in whoſe 
Service they were, ſhould happen to be at 
War with each other, how ſoon would 
thoſe Recruits be deſtroyed, then what a 
Number of F.ierds would the Pretender 
loſe, and what a Number of Popiſh Enemies 
all true Proteſtants get rid of. Add to this, 
that then by ſuch a Practice, the Lands of 
freland that want Hands for Tillage, muſt 
be emy loyed in G:azing, which would ſink 
the Price of Wool, raw Hides, Butter, and 
Tallow, fo that the Eugliſßb might have 
them at their own Rates; «nd in Return 
ſend us Wheat to make our Bread, Barley 
to brew our Drink, and Oats for our Hor- 
ſes, without any Labour of our own. 

Uecn this Occaſion, I defire humbly to 
offer a Scheme, which, in my Opinion, 
would beſt anſwer the true Intereſts of 
both Kingdoms: For, although I bear a 
moſt tender, filial Affection to England, my 
dear, native Country; yet, I cannot deny 
but this noble Iſland hath a great Share in 
my Love and Eſteem, nor can I expreſs how 
much I defire to ſee it flouriſh in Trade 
and Opulence, even beyond its preſent hap- 
py Condition. 

Tue profitable Lend cf this Kingdom 
is, I think, uſuaily computed at Seventeen 
Millions of Acres, all wich I propoſe to 
be wholly turned to Grazing. Now, it is 
found by Experience, that one Grazier and 
his Femily can manage Two Thouſand 
Acres. 
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Acres. Thus, Sixteen Millions Eight Hun- 
dred thouſand Acres may be managed by 
Eight Thouſand Four Hundred Families, 
and the Fraction of Two Hundred Th. u- 
ſand Acres will be more than ſufficient for 
Cabbins, Out-Houſcs, and Potatoe-Gardens ; 
becauſe, it is to be underſtocd, that Corn 
of 5 Soits muſt be ſent to us from England. 
bars e Eight Thouſand Four Hundred 

W may be divided among the four 
Provinces, according to the Number of 
Houſes in each Province; and making the 
equal Allowance of Eight to a Family, the 
Number of Inhabitants vil amount to Hop 
Seven Thouſand Two Hundred Souls, 
theſe we are to add a Standing Army of 
Twenty Thouſand Eygliſb, which, together 
witit their Trulls, their En Rards, and their 
Horſc-Eoys, will, by a groſs Computation, 
very near double the Count, and be very 
ſufficient for the Defence and Grazing of 
the Kingdom, as well as to enr:ch cur Neigh- 
bours, excel Popery, and keep out the Fre- 
tender. And leit ine Array thouid be at a 
Loſs for Buſincis, I think it would be very 
prudent to employ them in coliccung the 
pu lick Taxcs for paying themiciyes ard 
the Civil Litt. 

I AbviskE, that all the Owners of theſe 


Lands ſhould live conitantly in Eugland, in 


order to learn Politeneſs, and qualily them- 
ſelves for Employ ments: But, for fear F 
mercaſing the Natives in this illand, chat an 


5 annual 
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annual Draught, according to the Number 
born every Year, be exported to whatever 
Prince will bear the Carriage; or tranſ- 
planted to the Enyli Domimons on the A. 
merican Continent, as a Screen between his 
Majeſty's Eugliſh Subjects and the ſavage 
Indians. 

I avviss likewiſe, that no Commodi 
whatſoever, of this Nation's Growth, ſhould 
be tent to any other Country, except Eng- 
land, under the Penalty of high Treaſon; 
and that all the ſaid Commedities ſhall be 
ſent in their natural State, the Hides raw, 
the Wool uncombed, the Flax in the Stub; 
excepting only Fiſh, Butter, Tallow, and 
whatever elſe will be ſpoiled in the Car- 
riage. On the contrary, that no Goods 
whatever ſhall be exported hither, except 
from England, under the ſame Penalty: 
That England ſhould be forced, at their 
own Rates, to ſend us over Cloaths ready 
made, as well as Shirts and Smocks to the 
Soldiers and their Trulls; all Iron, Wooden, 
and Earthen Ware; and whatever Furniture 
may be neceſſary for the Cabbins of Gra- 
ziers, with a ſufñcient Quantity of Gin, and 
other Spirits, for thoſe who can afford to 
be drunk on Holydays. 

As to the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Admi- 
niſtration, which I have not yet fully conſi- 
dered, I can fay little; only with Regard to 
the latter, it is plain, that the Article of 
paying Tythe for ſupporting ſpeculative O- 

pinions 
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pinions in Religion, which is fo inſupporta- 
ble a Purthen to all true Proteſtants, and 
to moſt Churchmen, will be very much leſ- 
ſened by this Expedicnt, becauſe dry Cattle 
pay nothing to the ſpiritual Flirching, any 
more than imported Corn; ſo that the in- 
duſtrious Shepherd and Cou-herd may lit, 
every Man under his own Blackberry Buſh, 
and on his own Potatoe-Bed, whercby this 
happy Iſland will become a ncw 4--2d:a. 

I Do Iixewiſe propoſe, that no Moncy 
ſhall be uſed in Velaud, except what is 
made of Leather, which likewile ſhall be 
coined in Englund, and imported; and tha 
the Taxes ſhall be levied out of the Com- 
modities we export to England, and there 
turned into Money for his Majeſty's Ute ; 
and the Rents to Landlords diſcharged in 
the fame Manner. This will be no Manner 
of Grievance; for we already ſee it very 
practicable to live without Money, and ſhall 
be more convinced of it every Day. But 
whether Paper ſhall ſtill continue to ſupply 
that Defect, or whether we ſhall hang up 


all thoſe who profeſs the Trade of Bankers, 


(hich latter I am rather inclined to) muſt 
be leſt to the Conſideration of wiſer Politi- 


Clans. 

TrarT which maketh me more zealouſly 
bent uon this Scheme, is my Detire of 
living in Amity with our neighbouring Bre- 
thren; for we have alrcady tried all other 
Means, without Effect, to that bleſſed 3 ; 
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And, by the Courſe of Meaſures taken 
for ſome Years paſt, it ſhould ſeem that 
we are all agreed in the Point. . 
Tris Expcdient will be of great Advan- 
tage to both Kingdoms, upon ſeveral Ac- 
counts : For, as to England, they have a 
juſt Claim to the Balance of Trade on 
their Side with the whole World; and 
therefore our Anceſtors and we, who con- 
quered this Kingdom for them, ought, in 
Duty and Gratitude, to let them have the 
whole Benefit of that Conqueſt to them- 
felves; eſpecially, when the Conqueſt was 
amicably made, without Bloodſhed, by a 


Stipulation betu cen the 7% Princes and 


Heury II. by which they paid him, indeed, 
not equal Homage with what the Electors 
of Germany do to the Emperor, but very 
near the fame that he did to the King of 
France for his Hendl Dominions. 

Ii Conſequence of this Claim from Eng- 
land, that Kingdom may very reaſonably 
demand the Bencfit of all our Commodi- 
ties in their natural Growth, to be manu- 
factured by their People, and a ſufficient 
Quantity of them for our Uſe to be return- 
ed hither fully manuſactured. 

Tu is, on the other Side, wil be a great 
Benefit to our Inhabitants the Graziers, 
when Time and Labour will be too much 
taken up in manu ing che ir Ground, feeding 
their Cattle, theericg their Sheep, and ſend- 
ing over their Oxcn fit for Slaughter; to 

which 
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which Employments they are turned by Na- 
ture, as deſcended from the Scythians, 
whoſe Diet they are ſtill ſo fond of. So 


Firg:! deicribeth it: 
Et lac cencretum cum ſanguine hibit equino. 


Which, in Engh/5, is Bonnyclabber, ming- 
led with the Blood of Horſes, as they for- 
merly did, until about the Beginning of 
the laſt Century, Luxury, under the Form 
of Politeneſs, began to creep in, they 
changed the Blood of Horſes for that of their 
black Cattlc ; and, by Confequence, became 
leis warlike than their Anceſtors. 
ALTHouch I prozoſed that the Army 
ſhould be Collectors ct the publick Reve- 
nues, yet I did not thereby intend that 
thoſe Taxes ſhould be 7 aid in Gold or Sil- 
ver; but in Kind, as all cther Rent: For 
the Cuſtom ot Tenants making their Pay- 
ments in Morey, is a new Thing in the 
World little krown in former Ages, nor 
generally practited in any Nation at preſent, 
except this Ifland, and the Southern Parts 
of Britain. But, to my great Satisfaction, 
I foreſee better Times; the antient Manner 
beginneth to be now practifed in many 
Parts of Connaught, as well as in the Coun- 
ty of Corke, where the *Squires turn Te- 
nants to themlelves, divide ſo many Cattle 
to their Slaves, who are to provide ſuch a 


Quantity 


320 The ANSWER 7» the, &c. 


Quantity of Butter, Hides, or Tallow, till 
keeping up their Number of Cattle; and 
carry the Goods to Corke, or other Port- 
Towns, and then fell them to the Merchants, 
By which Invention there is no ſuch Thing 
as a ruined Farmer to be ſeen; but th: 
People live with Comfort on Potatoes and 
Ponny-clabber, neither of which are vendr 


ble Commodities Abroad. 
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The following have been printed, but 

not in the Author's Works, and ma 
therefore be acceptable in this Vo- 
lume. 


ON. 


| GOOD-MANNERS 


AND 
GO OD-BREEDING. 


O OD-Manners is the Art of making 
thoſe People ealy with whom we 


converſe. 


Whoever makes the feweſt Perſons un- 
ealy is the beſt bred in the Company. 

As the beſt Law is founded upon Rea- 
fon, ſo are the beſt Manners. And as ſome 
Lawyers have introduced unreaſonable 
Things into common Law ; fo likewiſe ma- 
ny Teachers have introduced abſurd Things 
into common Good-manners. 

Oxe principal Point of this Art is to ſuit 
our Behaviour to the three ſeveral Degrees 
of Men, our Superiors, our Equals, and 
thoſe below us. 


Fox 
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For Inſtance, to preis either of the two 
former to eat or drink is a Breach of Man- 


ners; but a Tradeſman or a Farmer muſt 


be thus treated, or elſe it will be difficult 
to perſuade them that they are welcome. 

Pxior, IIl- nature, and want of Senſe, 
are the three great Sources of IIl- manners; 
uvithout {ome one of theſe Defects, no Man 
will behave himſelf ill for want of Experi- 
ence; or of what, in the Language cf 
Fools, is called, knowing the World. 

I defy any one to aſſign an Incident 
wherein Reaſon will not direct us what we 
are to ſay or do in Company, if we are not 
miſled by Pride, or Ilnature. 

THreReFore I inſiſt that Good Senſe is 
the principal Foundation of Good-manners: 
But becauſe the former is a Gift which vey 
few among Mankind are poſſeſſed of, there- 
fore all the civilized Nations cf the World 
have agreed upcn fixing ſome Rules for 
common Behaviour, beſt ſuited to their ge- 


neral Cuſtoms, or Fancies, as 2 kind f 


artificial Good-Senſe to ſupi ly the Defects 
of Reaſon. Without which, the Gentlemen 
ly Part of Dunces would be perpetually at 
Cuffs, as they ſeldom fail when they hap 
pen to be drunk, or erg:ged in Squabb les 
about Women, or Play. And Gcd be thank- 
ed, there hardly happeneth a Duel in 2 
Year, which may not be imputed to one cf 
thoſe three Motives. Upon which Accuunt, 
I ſhould be exceedingly ſorry to find the 
"EM Legiſlature 
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Legiſlature make any new Laws againſt the 


Practice of Duelling; becauſe the Methods 


are ealy, and many, for a wiſe Man to 
avoid a Quarrel with Honour, or engage 
in it with Innocence. And I can diſcover 
no political Evil in ſuffering Bullies, Sharp- 
ers, and Rakes, to rid the World of each 
other by a Methed cf their own, where the 
Law hath not been able to find an Expedient. 

As the common Forms of Good-man- 
ners were intended for regulating the Con- 
duct of thoſe who have weak Underſtand- 
ings; ſo they have been corrup ted by the 
Perſons for whoſe Uſe they were contrived. 
For theſe People have fallen into a needleſs 


and endleſs Way of multiplying Ceremo- 
' nies, which have been extremely trouble- 
ſome to thoſe who practiſe them, and inſup- 


portable to every Eody elſe: Inſomuch, 


| that wite Men are often more uneaſy at 


the over Civility of theſe Refiners, than they 
could poſſibly be in the Converſations of 


| Peaſants, or Mechanicks. 


Tur Impertinencies of this ceremonial 


| Behaviour are no where better ſeen than at 


thoſe Tables, where Ladies preſide; who 
value themſelves upon account of their 
Gcod- breeding; where a Man muſt reckon 
upon Failing an Hour without doing any 
one Thing he hath a Mind to; unleſs he 
will be ſo hardy as to break through all the 
lettled Decorum of the Family. She deter- 


mineth what he loveth beſt, and how much 
he 
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he ſhall eat; and if the Maſter of the 
Houſe happeneth to be of the ſame Diſpo- 


ſition, he proceedeth in the ſame tyrannical 


Manner to preſcribe in the drinking Part: 
At the ſame Time, you are under the Ne- 
ceſſity of anſwering a thouſand Apologies 
for your Entertainment. And, although a 
good deal of this Humour is pretty well 
worn off among many People of the beſt 
Faſhion, yet too much of it ſtill remaineth, 
eſpecially in the Country; where an honeſt 


Gentleman aſſured me, that having been 


kept four Days, againſt his Will, at a 
Friend's Houſe, with all the Circumſtances 
of hiding his Boots, locking up the Stable, 
and other Contrivances of the like Nature; 
he could not remember from the Moment 
he came into the Houſe, to the Moment 
he left it, any one Thing, wherein his In- 
clination was not directly contradicted ; as 


if the whole Family had entered into a Com- 


bination to torment him. 

Bur, beſides all this, it would be endleſs 
to recount the many fooliſh and ridiculous 
Accidents I have obſerved among theſe un- 
fortunate Proſelytes to Ceremony. I have 
ſeen a Ducheſs fairly knocked down by the 
Precipitancy of an officious Coxcomb, run- 
ning to fave her the Trouble of opening a 
Door: I remember, upon a Birth-day, at 
Court, a great Lady was utterly detp<rate 
by a Dith of Sauce ler fall by a Page directly 
uzon her Head-drels, and Brocade wane 

the 
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| ſhe gave a ſudden Turn to her Elbow upon 


ſome Point of Ceremony with the Perſon 
who ſat next her. Monſieur Buys, the Dutch 
Envoy, whoſe Politicks and Manners were 


much of a Size, brought a Son with him, 
about thirteen Years old, to a great Table 


at Court. The Boy, and his Father, what- 


ever they put on their Plates, they firſt 


offered round in order, to every Perſon in 
the Company; ſo that we could not get a 
Minute's quiet during the whole Dinner. 


At laſt, their two Plates happened to en- 


counter, and with ſo much Violence, that 
being China, they broke in twenty Pieces; 
and ſtained half the Company wnh wet 
Sweet- meats and Cream. 

THERE is a pedantry in Manners, as in 
all Arts and Sciences; and ſometimes in 
Trades. Pedantry is properly the over- 
rating any kind of Knowledge we pretend 


to. And, if that kind of Knowledge be a 


Trifle in itſelf, the Pedantry 1s the greater. 
For which Reaſon, I look upon Fidlers, 


Dancing-maſters, Heralds, Mafters of the 
| Ceremony, Sc. to be greater Pedants, than 


Lipſius, or the elder Scaliger. With theſe 
kind of Pedants, the Court, while I knew 


it, was always plentifully ſtocked : I mean 


from the Gentleman-Uſher (at leaft) inclu- 
ive, downward to the Gentleman Porter; 
who are, generally ſpeaking, the moſt in- 
ſignificant Race of People that this Iſland 
can afford, and with the ſmalleſt Tincture 


ot 
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of Good-manners ; which is the only Trade 
they profeſs. For being wholly illiterate, 
and converling chiefly with each other, 
they reduce the whole Syſtem of Breeding 
within the Forms and Circles of their ſe- 
veral Offices: And, as they are below the 
Notice of Miniſters, they hve and die in 
Court under all Revolutions, with great Ob- 
ſequiouſneſs to thoſe who are in any De- 
gree of Credit or Favour, and with Rude- 
neſs or Inſolence to every Body elſe. From 
whence I have long concluded, that Good- 
manners are not a Plant of the Court 
Growth: For, if they were, thoſe People 
who have Underſtandings directly of a Le- 
vel for ſucli Acquirements, and who have 
ſerved ſuch long Apprenticeſhips to nothing 
elſe, would certainly have picked them up. 
For, as to the great Officers who attend 
the Prince's Perſon or Councils, or preſide 
in his Family, they are a tranſient Body, 
who have no better a Title to Good-Man- 
ners, than their Neighbours, nor will pro- 
bably have Recourſe to Gentlemen-Uſhers 
for Inſtruction. So, that I know little to 
be learned at Court upon this Head, except 
in the material Circumſtance of Dreſs; 
wherein the Authority of the Maids of 
Honour muſt indeed be allowed to be al- 
moſt equal to that of a favourite Actreſs. 


I remember a Paſſage my Lord Zslmg- | 


broke told me, that going to receive Prince 


Eugene of Savoy at his landing, in order to | 


conduct 
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conduct him immediately to the Queen, 
the Prince faid, he was much concerned 
that he could not ſee Her Majeſty that 
Night; for Monſieur Hoffman (who was then 


by) had aſſured his Highneſs that he could 


not be admitted into her Preſence with a 
tied-up Periwig: That his Equipage was 
not arrived, and that he had endeavoured 


in vain to borrow a long one among all his 


Valets and Pages. My Lord turned the 


Matter to a Jeft, and brought the Prince to 
her Majeſty, for which he was highly 


cenſured by the whole Tribe of Gentlemen- 


| Uſhers; among whom Monſieur Ffman, 


an old dull Reſident of the Emperor's, had 
picked up this material Point of Ceremo- 
ny; and which, I believe, was the beſt Leſ- 
on he had learned m five and twenty Years 
Reſidence. 

I make a Difference between Good- 
manners and Good- breeding; although, in 
order to vary my Expreſſion, I am ſome- 
times forced to confound them. By the firſt, 
| only underſtand the Art of Remembering, 


and applying certain ſettled Forms of gene- 


ral Behaviour. But Good-breeding is of a 


much larger Extent; for beſides an uncom- 


mon Degree of Literature ſufficient to qua- 
lity a Gentleman for reading a Play, or a 
political Pamphlet, it taketh in a great 
Compaſs of Knowledge ; no leſs than that 


of Danceing, Fighting, Gaming, making 
the Circle of /zaly, riding the Great Horſe, 


and 
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and ſpeaking French; not to mention ſome 
other ſecondary, or ſubaltern Accompliſh- 
ments, which are more eaſily acquired: So, 
that the Difference between Good: breeding, 
and Good-manners, lieth in this; that the 
former cannot be attained to by the beſt 
Underſtandings, without Study and La- 
bour: Whereas a tolerable Degree of Rea- 
ſon will inſtruct us in every Part of Good- 
manners, without other Aſſiſtance. 

I can think of nothing more uſeful up- 
on this Subject, than to point out ſome Par- 
ticulars, wherein the very Eſſentials of 
Good-manners are concerned, the neglect 
or perverting of which, doth very much 
diſturb the good Commerce of the World, 
by introducing a Traffic of mutual Unea- 
lineſs in moſt Companies. 

FirsT, a neceſſary Part of Good-man- 
ners, is a punctual Obſervance of Time at 
our own Dwellings, or thoſe of others, or 
at third Places; whether upon Matter of 
Civility, Buſineſs, or Diverſion; which 
Rule, tho' it be a plain Dictate of Common 
Reaſon, yet the greateſt * Miniſter I ever 
knew, was the greateſt Treſpaſſer againſt 


it; by which all his Buſineſs doubled upon 


him, and placed him m a continual Arrear. 
Upon which I often uſed to rally him, as 
deficient in Point of Good-manners. I have 
known more than one Ambailador, and 


* Robert Harley, Farl of Oxford, Lord High 
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Secretary of State, with a very moderate 
Portion of Intellectuals, execute their Oth- 
ces with good Succeſs and Applauſe by the 
mere Force of Exactneis and Regularity. 
If you duly obſerve Time for the Service 
of another, it doubles the Obligation, if 
upon your own Account, it would be mani- 
feſt Folly, as well as Ingratitude to negle& 
it. If both are concerned, to make your 
Equal or Inferior attend on you, to his 
own Diſadvantage, is Pride and Injuſtice. 

IcxoRance of Forms cannot properly 
be ſtiled Ill- manners; becauſe Forms are 
ſubject to frequent Changes; and con- 
ſequently, being not founded upon Reaſon, 
are beneath a wite Man's Regard. Bel:des, 
they vary in every Country; and, after a 
ſhort Period of Time, very frequently in 
the ſame : So, that a Man, Who travelleth, 
muſt needs be at firſt a Stranger to them 
in every Court through which he paſleth ; 
and, perhaps, at his Return as much a 
Stranger in his own ; and after all, they are 
eaſier to be remembered, or forgotten, than 
Faces, or Names. 


IsbzzD among the many Impertinencies 


that ſuperficial young Men bring with 
them from Abroad, this Bigotry of Forms 


is one of the principal, and more predomi- 
nant than the reſt. Who look upon them, 
not only, as if they were Matters capable 
of admitting of Choice, but even as Points 


of Importance; and therefore zcalous upon 
all 
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all Occaſions to introduce, and propagate 
the new Forms and Faſhions they have 
brougbt back with them: So, that uſually 
ſpeaking, the worſt bred Perſon in the Com- 
pany is a young Traveller juſt returned 
from Abroad. 


Seren 


To a Friend who had been much abuſed in 


many inveterate Libels. 


by Night, 

And Fortune help the Murd'rer in his Flight; 
The vileſt Ruffian may commit a Rape, 
Yet ſafe from injured Innocence eſcape ; 


And Calumny, by working under Ground, | 
Can, unreveng'd, the greateſt Merit wound. 


War's to be done ? ſhall Wit and 
Learning chuſe, 


To live obſcure, and have no Fame to loſe? | 


By Cenſure frighted out of Honour's Road, 


Nor dare to uſe the Gifts by Heav'n 


beſtow'd ; 
Or fearleſs enter in thro' Virtue's Gate, 
And buy Diſtinction at the deareſt Rate. 


x8 


"TUWHE greateſt Monarch may be ſtabb'd | 


| 
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